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1

"This -invention- relates -to-a rack ‘for support-
ing Venetian blinds, window shades, and similar
objects while they are heing painted, -washed,
dried or re-strung. ‘The rack may be supported
'on ‘an overhead joist-or-on'a
adjustable, portable, detachable, and ‘collapsible.

A preferred embodiment of the invention 'is
illustrated in the accompanying drawings,’but it
45 understood that. modifications may be made
without departing from the spirit of theinven-
tion as hereinafter claimed,.

“In the drawings:-

Pigure 1 is -a front elevation of the new and
improved rack, with-a ‘Venetian “blind -hung
thereon; ‘

“Pigure 2 is-a perspective: view -of -one -side of
the rack; - i

Figure 3 is-a perspective view of the:other and
complementary side of the rack; ‘

Figure 4 is-a-perspective view of a portion -of
the rack showing an dttached - element “for -sus-
pending the rack from a clothesline;

‘Figure b is-a perspective view of-the-element
for suspending the rack from-a clothesline;

Figure 6 is-a front elevation of g-ground anchor
that may be'used tokeep the Venetian blindfrom
swaying; and

“Pigure 7 is a transverse cross-section ‘on ‘the
1ine T—T of Figure 2.

“S¥ith ‘continued reference. to the drawings, ‘an
‘elongated -rail, ‘generally indicated-at 10, which
is preferably of generally rectangular. cross-sec-
tion’ has -attached to: the opposite -end- portions
thereof respective brackeb parts 1.

Whiile the raill0 may. be provided of ‘different
‘materials:and in different sizes, it has'beenfound
;convenient: to use & wooden rail. approximately
gight ‘feet’ long, two- and-a-half inches wide, and
‘seven-eighths of an inch thick, this: rail being

clothesline, and is ;

2

' the flanges-being- direcﬁed‘ toward the. adjacent
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structurerand-having a

end-of the:rail-0. -
“The rail -10- may be suspended from aby.-suit-
able-overhead .supporting -strueture .such as the
joists +I8 - of -a-basement ceiling, -or -from -rings
secured in: a-ceiling.structure, or frem. a suitable
stretched strand such-as:a -clothesline; wire, eI
cable: : v :
~Where-the:rail:is-susp ended-from ar-solid ever-
head: structure-of argenerally- permanent.char-

-acter, :such-as: one: or-mMore; joists- 18, the bracket

parts:1 1 are-adjustably secured to'complementary

Jbracket parts: £9-to provide-adjustable: supborting

brackets -disposed rone -at ~each-end of -the -rail.
The-complementary ‘pracket parts:i9-are -similar
in: shape to:the:bracket parts11; .each -compris-
ing'a member: of ~chanmel-shaped -cross~section
having a closed end 20 apertured. to receive suit-
able fastening:elements such ‘as:nails:or:sCrews,

Yy :means-of ‘which the. complementary bracket

parts -are rigidly .seeured- to ‘a: suitable: overhead
l,o_ngitudinal-lyeslotted;web
sportion 21 -and flanges-22 along the -gorrespond-
ing edges of the-web: portion .and: the closed:end

cog 20 The complementary: bracket parts 19:dare so
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-provided ‘with: a-pair -of longitudinal slots 12 in ¢

‘the opposite end-portions thereof which-slots are
substantially in alignment with-each other;.are
_substantislly equally spaced’ from: the -Jongitudi-
rial .center of the rail and terminate short of the
-end~portions of the: rail to -which the brackef
-parts-1 1-are secured. : g

“Hach of the bracket: parts i1 is conveniently
-provided ‘as & one-piece member of ~-~channel-~
-shaped : cross-section “having - & :closed end 43
‘gpertured to receive fastening elements: {4, such
as serews or rivets, by means of which thebracket
~part is:secured to-the corresponding end portion
the-rail $0; a-web: portion{5 having ‘axlongi-
sudingl:slot: 167 therein and “fAgnges 171:along the
scorresponding:édgesiof the wel and closed:end 13,

N
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‘telescopically -associated

-washer is disposed:between:

.surface: of: the:'web

rings:or:from-a -suitable

_glidably :received ~between
-associated:bracket parts: 14 :and: provided-with: a
85 .square @aperture:28 Tor:

dimensioned;that the'flanges: thereof: are slidably
received between the'flanges :of the corresponding
‘bracket parts 11 :s0 ‘that the" bracket parts 11
and the:complementary' pracket parts 19 may:be
.with -the :slots: in -the
respective web -portions thereof in.registry.

- Hach complementary pracket-part 19 is releas-

“gbly “secured An: adjusted: position: relative -to. its

.associated bracket part: {1: by means.of a-suitable
fastener. which may-conveniently comprise a:bolt

.23 having:a square shoulder received in-the slots

of the bracket part web portions and-a wing:nut
.24 threaded-onto the bolt. “Preferably a suitable
the -head of the bolt
.and: the -adjacent surface of therweb portion -of
‘the bracket-part:-{1 and a .similar ‘washer is ‘dis-
posed between therwing nut:24:-and the-adjacent
porbion-of the .cemplementary
Jpracket:part: 9. ‘

When it is desired to suspend the rack from
strand, ring or strand-
engaging -hooks, as generally-indicated at 25;.and
‘pa‘rticular»ly‘.illustr.at‘ed,in*Figur,es 4 and-5, are

.substituted for the complementary bracket parts
280 -

-48; “Each .of the: hooks 25 includesa. generally
rectangular . base portion 26 'having-end flanges
-27 ;spaced :gpart-a -distance such - that they: are
the flanges 17-of the

the fastening bolt:23. “A
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re-curved hook portion 29 extends upwardly from
the intermediate portion of the base 26 to engage
& supporting ring or strand, the shank of the
hook portion being provided as a continuation
of one of the end flanges as clearly illustrated
in Figure 5, so that the hook portion is sub-
stantially parallel to the end flanges 21. The
upbper bracket parts 19 and-hooks 25 are thus
equivalent rail-supporting elements.

The rail {8 may thus be supported from a per-
manent overhead structure such as the joists of
a. basement. ceiling, and when 50 supported, is
adjustable in height, by relative movement of
the associated bracket parts {1 and 21, or may
be supported at a convenient height from a line
or cable or suitable supporting rings,

A pair of hangers, generally indicated at 388,

depend from the respective opposite end portions.

of the rail 19 and are adjustably movable length-
wise of the rail. Each of these hangers is a
member of channel-shaped cros -section having
an apertured closed end 31, a web portion 3%
disposed substantially at right angles to the
closed end and provided with series of spaced-
apart apertures, two series of apertures 33 being
illustrated to provide spaced-apart pairs of aper-
tures with the two apertures in each pair in
alignment transversely of the web pertion 32, the
apertures preferably being square to receive the
square shoulders of a pair of carriage bolts which
will be later described, Flanges 34 extend along
the corresponding edges of the. closed end 3
and web 32 to reinforce the structure and the
flange at one side of the closed end 31 is extended
upwardly and then Derpendicularly to provide g
top plate 35 overlying ang substantially parallel
to the closed end 3f and spaced from the closed
end 31 a distance substantially equal to the thick-
ness of the.rail 10, as is clearly illustrated in
Figure 7. A carriage bolt
the closed end 31 of the hanger and the top, plate
35 and through the slot 12 in the rail 10, prefer-
ably having its head disposed below the closed
end 3! and a wing nut 3T threaded thereon and
- bearing upon the top plate 35. -Suitable washers
are preferably interposed between the bolt head
and the closed end 31 ang ‘between the wing nut
37 and the top plate 35 and the aperture in the
closed end 31 .is breferably made square or non-
circular to receive the non-circular shoulder of
the bolt 36 to restrain the bolt against rotation
relative to the hanger and rail. By loosening
the corresponding wing nut 37 the hangers may
be moved along the rail $0 any position of adjust-
ment within the longitudinal limits of slot 12
and may be clamped in adjusted position by tight-
ening the wing nut 37,

A pair of seats, generally indicated at 38, are
supported on the hangers 30 at the inner side
of the hangers by means providing ‘for the ad-
justable positioning of the seats lengthwise of
the hangers and for adjustment of the seats,
themselves, to securely clamp the top or support-
ing member of a Venetian blind or similar stryc-
ture therein.

Each of the seats comprises two operatively
assoclated members 39 and 40. The member 38,
as is clearly illustrated in Figure 3, comprises g
substantially horizontal base portion 41 of elon-
gated rectangular shape, a side 42 extending
along one longitudinaj edge of the base and pro-
vided with a longitudinal slot 43 therein and an
end 44 at one end of the base 41 disposed siib-
stantially at right angles to both the base 41 and
the side 42. .The member 40 comprises a side 45

36 extends' through.
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4

having a longitudinal slot 4§ therein and having
at one end an end portion 47 disposed substan-
tially at right angles thereto. When the members
29 and 49 are in assembled relationship, as illus~
trated in Figure 3, the sides 42 and 45 are stuper-
imposed with the slots 43 and 48 in registry with
each other and the two ends 38 and &7 are sup-
stantially paralle]l and opposed to each other at
oppOsite ends of the seats.

" A pair of bolts 48 extend through the register-
ing slots 43 and 4§ in the seat members 32 and
40 and through corresponding apertures 23 in the
corresponding hanger 30. The heads of the bolts
are.preferably disposed within the seats and wing
nuts 49 are threaded onto the ends of the bolis .

"projecting from the side of the hanger remote

from the seats and suitable washers are inter-
bosed between the bolt heads ang the side 8% of
member 46 angd between the wing nuts and the
adjacent surface of the web 32 of the hanger,
The two bolts 48 may be disposed in any hori-
zontally alisned pair of apertures 83 to position
the seat 38 at the desired elevation,  Also with
the wing nuts 49 loosened the seat members 29
and 48 may be ‘moved relative to each other to
move the ends 44 and 47 together or apart and

-after the ends are broperly spaced the wing nuts

may be tightened to hold the seat member ends
in the desired position: of adjustment relative to
each other.

In using the device,
from a solid overhead

with the rail {9 suspsnded
structure by the bracket
parts {1 and 19, or from rings or & strand by the
bracket parts 11 and hooks 25,-as described above,
and with the hangers 38 depending from the
rail and the seats 38 secured to the hangers, one
end of the top or supporting bar 50 of a Venetian
blind, generally indicated at 5f in Figure 1, is
placed upon the-base i of one of the seats 38.
With the wing nuts 49 loosened, the seat mem-
bers are adjusted until the seat ends 44 and 471
firmly contact the obposite sides of the end por-
tion of the bar 50. ‘With the corresponding wing
nut 37 loosened the opbposite hanger 38 is. then
moved longitudinalily of the rail 10 until the base
41 of the corresponding seat is disposed beneath
the opposite end portion of the bar 80 and, with
the corresponding wing nut 49 loosened the seat
members are adjusted until the corresponding
47 firmly engage-the side of this
end portion of the bar 50. The wing nuts 37 and
49 are then tightened and the supporting bar 58
of the Venetian blind will be firmly secured at
its ends in the seat 38 and the blind will be sup-
ported for washing, drying, or repair. ‘As ex-
plained above, the adjustably associated bracket
parts 11 and 19 may be moved relative to each
other to adjust the vertieal height of the rail ig
and the seats 28 may be raised or lowered relative
to the hanger 30 to further adjust the vertical
height of the seat to condition the rack to various
operating conditions including the elevation of
the overhead supporting: structure the length of
the blind- to be supported- and the height of the

‘operator, an:optimum adjustment being obtain-

able for these various conditions by the adjust-
hereinabove deseribed. The rack
is -also adjustable for blinds of different widths

so that Venetian blinds of substantially any con-

‘ventional width may be operatively supported

thereby. .
The rack may be useq indoors or out-of-doors
as may be desired, the outdoor use heing espe-
clally. facilitateq by the .provision of the HLooks
25 whereby the rack. can be supported from a
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ﬂdthe'slineor*an equivalent supporting*structure.
Nhen”’ Venetian “plinds- are- supported hy+the
-rack-gut=of-doors ‘the wind may have -9 tendency
to+sway “or swing +the ‘plinds “to-an undesirable
-extent. “This tendencyis-overcome ‘bythe pro-
yision-ofstitable sgnehoring means, particutarly
illustratedin"Figure 6, and ‘disclosed in-operative

~position-in broken linesin Figure 1.
“Such-anchoring Teans ma; -cohveniently com-
-prise~a: pair-of Pees;. generally indicated’ at~52,
having pointed-ends ‘53-gnd transverse apertures
54 through the opposite -end ‘portions thereof; and
‘gorresponding -cords 55 threaded respectively
+hroughthe apertures ‘58 and eachi-having at-one
-enifl thereof @’ -leop‘-56"engageab1e-with“the lower-
~most Jaar-5T-of ‘theblind. “Thepegs 52 may e
Ldriven‘ifnto“the"gmurrd -gdjacent the ends “of:the
Jower-bar’57 of ‘the blind, the cord loobs 56 en-
-gaged ~with' the~adjacent ends. ofthe lower bar
57 gnd the cords tlien -pulled’ through the aper-
‘tures 54 until they-are in ataut condition:and
"-scppmpriately knotted to prevent them from run-

ring back ‘through the respective apertures.

‘A stated-above, the rail 10 is preferably pro-

'vidéd"'a;S“‘an‘elongated member of wocd or some "

-similar light-weight material. “The bracket parts
“1-gnd 18; the hangers ‘30, and #he members of
the.seat .38 are.preferably ‘formed-of metal of 2
non=corrosive nature or.are suitably plated to
prevent corrosion thereof. While
may be formed of sheet metal, if desired, they are
preferably formed as castings and it has been
found that aluminum castings provide entirely
satisfactory brackets, hangers, and seat members
for the purposes described. ‘

What is claimed is:

1. A device of the character. described, com-
prising a pair of vertically-adjustable brackets, a
horizontal rail secured to the pbrackets, and a pair
of hangers horizontally adjustable on the rail,
said hangers being adapted to support a Venetian
blind or similar article.

9. A device of the character described, com-
prising a pair of vertically-telescoping brackets,
a horizontal rail secured to the bottoms of the
prackets, a pair of hangers extending irom the
rail, means for moving the hangers along the
rail, and means for vertically adjusting the hang-
ers with respect to the rail, said hangers being
adapted to support a Venetian blind.

3. A device of the character described, compris-
ing a pair of brackets, each pracket including an
upper flanged part attachable to a support and
a lower flanged part telescopically adjustable with
respect to the upper part, a horizontal rail se-
cured to the lower pracket parts, a pair of hang-
ers horizontally movable along the rail, and a
seat vertically and transversely ‘adjustable on
each hanger, said seats being adapted to hold the
ends of a top bar of a Venetian blind.

4. A rack for supporting Venetian blinds and
similar devices for washing, drying or repair
thereof, comprising & pair of adjustable two-part
brackets, the upper parts of which are adapted
to be rigidly secured o a permanent overhead
structure, an elongated, jongitudinally slotted rail
attached at its ends to the lower parts of said
brackets, a pair of hangers depending from and
attached to said rail for movement longitudinally
thereof, and a pair of adjustable seats secured one
to the inner side of each hanger.

5. A-rack for supporting “Venetian blinds and
similar devices for wagshing, drying or repair
thereof, comprising a pair of bracket parts, &
pair of elements adjustably secured one to each

these members
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:able -seats-secured -one

oured -af “its -opposite
‘pracket parts,~a pair ‘of ‘hangers suspended “from

‘bracket part and ~connectable -to -a--supporting
‘structure ‘to-suspend -gaid -bracket: ‘parts- there-
‘from;-an clongated; Jongitudinally glotted rail se-

seured’ at-its: opposite rends respectively ‘to sald

‘pracket parts, a pair ‘of° hangers-suspended"from

-said-rail; means including’ adjustable élements ex-
‘tending

“through ~said slotted rail securing ‘said
Thangers to said rail whereby said ‘hangers can
‘be moved to -gifferent positions -of -gidjustment
longitudinally of said rail, and: a - pair-of adjust-
to the+inner-sife-of each
‘hanger.

2§ oA vack i for supportin‘g'Venetia':n\"blinds"and
imiler ‘devices for- washing, ‘drying or-repair

“‘theredf; " comprising -a “pair- of “bracket . parts, a
pedr of slements adjustably secured one’ to-each
Yrgekey - part - and’ connectable to a supporting
-ggructure 1o -suspend’ ‘said-bracket parts there-

from;* an-elongabe‘d,"~10n‘gitudi'naliy~510tt‘ed rail se-
ends respectively ‘to:said

said -rail,  nreans including -adjustable -elements

extending through said slotted rail securing said
Yangers -t0 -said- rail whereby said ‘hangers can

pe -moved 1o~ different -positions -of adjustment
tongitudinally-of said 'rail, and 'a pair of’ adjust-
able-seats secured one’ to the” inner: side -of each
nanger, each-of said hangers comprising a mem-

‘per-of-channel-shaped -cross-section *having in
4he web portionthereof -gf least-one series of-ap-

erfures in which said apertures are spaced re-
spectively different distances from said rail and
each adjustable seat comprises a first member
including an elongafed bhase, a side extending
along one longitudinal edge of said base, disposed
substantially at right angles to said base and
having & longitudinal slot therein, and an-end at
one end of said base disposed substantially at
right angles to said base and said side, and 2
second member including a side having a longi-
tudinal slot therein and an end at one end of
said side and disposed substantially at right an-
gles thereto, said first and second members hav-
ing their sides overlapped and overlying the inner
side of the respective hanger web, and a SCreéw
fastener extending through said hanger web and
the sides of said seat members securing said seat
members in adjusted position on said hanger and
relative to each other.

7. A rack. for supporting Venetian piinds and
similar devices for washing, drying, or repair
thereof, comprising a pair of bracket parts, a
pair of elements adjustably secured one to each
bracket part and conhectable to & supporting
structure to suspend said bracket parts there-
from, an elongated, longitudinal slotted rail se-
cured at its opposite ends respectively to said
bracket parts, a pair of hangers suspended from
said rail, means including adjustable elements
extending - through said slotted rail securing said
hangers to said rail whereby said hangers can be
moved to different positions of adjustment longi-
tudinally of said rail, and a pair of adjustable
seats secured one to the inner side of each hang-
er, each of said bracket parts comprising a mem-
ber of channel-shaped cross-section having &
closed end apertured to receive fasteners secur-
ing said bracket part to said rail and a longitudi-
nally-slotted  web portion disposed substantially
at right angles to said closed end, and each of
said . rack-suspending clements comprising &
pracket - part- of channel-shaped cross-section
complementary to and telescopically associated
with said first-mentioned bracket part, each of
said complementary bracket parts having & closed
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end apertured to receive fasteners. for securing
said ‘complementary bracket parts to an overhead
structure, and 3 longtudinally-slotted web por-
tion disposed substantially at right angles to said
closed end, and.a screw. fastener - extending
through the slots in said web portions to secure
said bracket parts in adjusted Desition relative
to each other. :

- 8. A rack for supporting Venetian blinds and
similar devices for washing, drying or repair
thereof, comprising a pair .of bracket parts, a
pair of elements adjustably secured one to each
bracket part and connectable to g supporting
structure to suspend said bracket parts.there.
from, an elongated, longitudinally slotteq rail se-
cured at its opposite ends respectively to said
bracket parts, g pair of hangers suspended from
said rail, means Including adjustable elements
extending through said slotted rail securing said
hangers to said rail whereby said hangers can
be moved to different positions of adjustment lon-~
gitudinally of saig rail, and a pair of adjustable
seats secured one to the inner side of each hanger,
each of said bracket parts comprising s member
of channel-shaped Cross-section having a closed
end apertured to receive fasteners securing said
bracket part to said rail and g longitudinally-
slotted web portion disposed substantially at right
angles to said closed end, and each of said rack-
suspending “elementg comprising a hook having

[523
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an apertured. base portion . provideq with end
flanges and g re-curved hook portion extending
from the intermediate. part of said base portion
to engage g supporting ring or strand, and a fas-
tening ‘element extending through said hook base
portion and the slotted web of said bracket part
to secure said hook to said bracket part,

9. A rack for Supporting Venetian blinds and
similar devices for washing, - drying or repair
thereof, comprising a pair of bracket barts, a
bair of elements adjustably secured one to each
bracket part and connectable to a supporting
structure to suspend said bracket partg there-
from, an elongated, longitudinally slotted rail
secured at’ its opposite. ends respectively to said
bracket parts, s pair of hangers suspended from
said. rail,. means including "adjustable elements
extending through said slotted rai] securing said
hangers to said rail Wwhereby “said hangers can
be moved to different positions - of adjustment
longitudinaily of said rail, and a pair of adjust-
able seats secured one to the inner side of each
hanger, said rail comprising an elongated mem-
ber of generally rectangular Cross-section having
a bair of longitudinal slotg therethrotugh disposed
substantially in alignment with each other and
substantially equally spaced from the longitudi-
nal center of said rail, o

ROBERT I. JACOBS.



