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The invention relates to devices such as amuse 
ment and Swimming instruction float used to 
Support and float persons, and particularly chil 
dren, in water. 
An object of the invention is to provide a 

device of the character described which, while 
affording a body float for a child, will at the same 
time enable and afford a partial submergence of 
the lower portion of the child's body and up to 
Substantially the waist and chest portions of the 
child's body and leave the child's legs free in the 
water to propel the device. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a device of the character described which is so 
arranged as to afford, when in use, for a weight 
distribution having the center of gravity of the 
child and the device positioned below the plane 
of support of the device in the water So that 
there will be no possibility of the child over 
turning the device when afloat in the water. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a device of the character above wherein the ut 
most safety for the protection of the child is 
afforded by insuring a proper flotative buoyancy 
of the device and in safeguardie" and preventing 
an accidental dislodginent of the claid from the 
device. 
The invention possesses other objects and fea 

tures of advantage, some of which, with the fore 
going, will be set forth in the following descrip 
tion of the preferred form of the invention which 
is illustrated in the drawing accompanying and 
forming part of the specification. It is to be 
understood, however, that variations in the show 
ing made by the Said drawing and description 
may be adopted within the scope of the invention 
as set forth in the claims. 

Referring to Said drawing: 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a child's play raft 

constructed in accordance with the present in 
vention. 

gure 2 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view 
of the raft and is taken substantially on the plane 
of line 2-2 of Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is an end elevation of the raft. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view 

taken substantially on the plane of line 4-4 of 
Figure 1. 

the child's play raft illustrated in the accom 
panying drawing consists of a float 6 having 
transversely spaced water buoyant portions adapt 
ed for floating on a body of water, or the like, 
and a body support here shown in the form 
of a seat which is carried by the float in spaced 
balanced relation between the water buoyant 

(C. 9-11) 
portions of the float for supporting a child in the 
water. More specifically, the fioat comprises a 
body or frame member 8 which is formed with an 
Open central portion 9 and about the outer pe 
riphery of which is secured, as by means of a 
plurality of brackets 2, an air tube 3 which, in 
accordance with the present raft, provides a ma 
jority of the buoyancy of the raft. Preferably, 
the construction is such as to permit the ready 
removal of the tube 3 when desired for repair 
or replacement and to this end the brackets 2 
are So arranged as to provide a horizontal out 
Wardly opening channel for the inner periphery 
of the tube, (see Figures 2 and 3) whereby the 
tube will be normally securely held in place, but 
may be removed by stretching, where the material 
of the tube will so permit, to remove the same 
from the brackets 2. In the present design the 
tube 3 is made of rubber and is of the type used 
for inner tubes for pneumatic tires and is pro 
vided with an air filling stem 4 which may be 
bent and engaged by a side arm portion f6 of one 
of the brackets 2'. In the present showing the 
brackets 2 each consist of a pair of metal strips 

and fs which are secured as by bolts 9 to the 
upper and lower sides 2 and 22 of the member 8 
adjacent its periphery f, the strips and 8 
being extended beyond the periphery and 
being bent away from each other to provide a 
pocket or channel for the receipt of the inner pe 
riphery of the tube 3. 
AS will be seen from Figures 1 and 2, the seat 
is mounted in the open portion 9 of the mem 

ber 8 and is preferably supported below the 
plane of the member 8 and the plane of sup 
port of the raft in the water so as to cause a 
Submersion of the lower portion of the child's 
body in the water. As here shown, the seat 7 
is Suspended from the member 8 by means of 
a plurality of straps 23 which position the seat 
Centrally of the opening 9 and allows the child 
to straddle the seat with his legs and leaves the 
child's body completely open to the water. Pref 
erably, the straps 23 are made of a flexible ma 
terial, such as, fabric, so as to allow the child 
Some relative movement with respect to the raft 
as a whole. Also, as will be noticed, the seat 
supports the child only in the crotch and leaves 
the child's legs entirely free and submerged in 
the Water and unrestricted in their movements 
for kicking or for churning in the water and in 
propelling the raft. As an important safety fea 
ture of the raft, the Seat is disposed by a dis 
tance below the member 8 leaving the child's 
arms and shoulders entirely above the top side 
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important safety feature of the 
present member is preferably formed 
out of one water buoyant material, such as 
wood or cork, or the like, so that in the event of 
a leakage or failure of the tube , the raft will, 
regardles of all else, have suficient buoyancy 
to remain afloat and safeguard a child using the 
Another important feature of the present de 

vice is the arrangement and support of the rub 
ber air tube substantially completely around the 
periphery of the member 8 and in open exposed 

vice and absorbs the shock of collision of the 
raft with other objects. 
We cana: 
1. A child's play device of the character de 

8,184,008 
Acribed comprisins, an elongated buoyant frame 
provided with an open center portion and have 
ing a buoyancy sufficient to prevent submergence 
of the device when occupied by a child, an inflat 
able rubber air tube carried by said frame and 
engaging therewith completely around the pe 
riphery thereof, a seat carried by said frame and 
suspended below said open portion, and a hand 
rip carried by and frame forwardly of and 

above and open portion. w". 
2. A child's play device of the character de 

scribed, comprising an annular flexible air tube, 
a wooden raft comprising a buoyant member 
completely falling the space defined by the tube 
except at the center and having thereat an open 
ins, a child support suspended from said raft 
and positioned below said opening therein, said 
raft and tube each having a buoyancy sufficient 
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to retain the device afloat with the child there 
in, upright members positioned on the raft in 
mediately to the front and rear of said opening 
providing guards to prevent the child from alt 
ting on such portion of the raft, and a gripping 
piece provided on the forward of said members. 

3. A child's play device comprising an inflat 
able continuous air tube, a frame to give a pre 
determined shape to said air tube when the lat 
ter is inflated, means to position and hold said 
Air tube when inflated around said frame and 
a seat member secured to and carried by said 
frame below the plane of said frame, said frame 
having a buoyancy independent of said air tube 
Suficient to prevent submergence of said device 
when occupied by a child. 

- CORC. A. CRANT, 
WELLs F. LeMonk. 

  


