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(57) Abstract: A sterilization apparatus for sterilizing a web of packaging material being
conveyed along a path thereof, in an upstream- to a downstream direction, is disclosed.
The sterilization apparatus comprises a sterilizing module in which a sterilizing agent is
applied to the web, a sterilization chamber through which the web is fed when conveyed
downstream of the sterilizing module, a heating unit configured to heat the web in a
heating medium when fed through the sterilization chamber, and a pressurized gas outlet
arranged upstream of the heating unit and downstream of the sterilizing module, wherein
the pressurized gas is configured to expel a pressurized gas, having a lower temperature
than said heating medium, towards the web. A method of sterilizing a web of packaging
material and a related packaging machine are also disclosed.
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This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. I:' Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. I:' Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. I:' As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
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Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.
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I:' No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 2-5, 12, 13(completely); 1, 11, 15, 16(partially)

sterilising a web of packaging material with a sterilising
agent, further employing a heating unit and a pressurised
gas outlet whose temperature is regulated according to the

temperature of the web

2. claims: 6-10, 14(completely); 1, 11, 15, 16(partially)

sterilising a web of packaging material with a sterilising
agent, further providing an aseptic chamber with multiple
pressurised gas outlets to remove the residues of
sterilising agent from the web
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