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(57)  The  present  invention  provides  a  liquid  fluores- 
cent  whitening  agent  formulation  which  is  a  solution  hav- 
ing  a  viscosity  of  50  to  5000  mPas,  preferably  100  to 
3500  mPas,  especially  100  to  1000  mPas  and  which 
comprises: 

a)  10-25%,  preferably  15-20%  by  weight  of  an  ani- 
onic  fluorescent  whitening  agent,  based  on  the  total 
weight  of  the  formulation; 
b)  15-35%,  preferably  20-30%  by  weight  of  a  polar 
solvent,  based  on  the  total  weight  of  the  formulation; 
and 
c)  45-75%,  preferably  50-70%  by  weight,  based  on 
the  total  weight  of  the  formulation,  of  a  non  ionic  sur- 
factant  having  the  formula: 

R- (CH2CHO)  H 

R, 

0 )  

m 

in  which  m  is  1  ,  2,  3  or  4  and,  when  m  is  1  ,  R  is  a 
C8-C18-alkyl  residue  or  a  C8-C18-alkylcarboxy  res- 
idue;  when  m  is  2,  R  is  a  C2-C4alkylene  glycol  res- 
idue  from  which  the  two  hydroxy  groups  have  been 
removed;  when  m  is  3,  R  is  the  residue  of  trimeth- 
ylolpropane  from  which  the  three  hydroxy  groups 
have  been  removed;  and  when  m  is  4,  R  is  the  res- 
idue  of  pentaerythritol  residue  from  which  the  four 
hydroxy  groups  have  been  removed;  R-,  is  hydro- 
gen,  methyl  or  ethyl;  and  n  is  a  number  ranging  from 
1  to  40. 
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