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10 Claims.

This invention relates to fastening devices for
garments and has for its object improvements
hy means of which a garment can readily-be pro-
vided with means whereby it can be secured on
a wearer with the girth of its waistband, or-the
length of its shoulder-straps, or cther dimension,
adjusted to a desired degree.

A fastening device according to the present in-
vention, comprises a strip of fabric provided with

two or more pockets situated one behind the other:

and having their openings transverse with respect
to said strip, adapted to be sewn or otherwise se-
cured to one portion of a garment and adapted
to co-operate with one or more hooks or the like
secured to another portion of the garment that
is adapted to be connected to the first said-por-

tion by its hook or hooks engaging one or more.

of said pockets. Alternatively, two or mniore
pockets similarly arranged, may be formed in or
on the fabric of a portion of the garment and be
adapted to co-operate with a hook or hooks on
another portion of said garment in like manner.
In some cases, two or more series of said pockets
may be provided and be arranged side by side, so

as to co-operate with hooks also arranged side -3 DPOHIY
" so -that a ‘wearer whose ‘bust requires a 32-inch

by side, singly or in series.

The aforesaid pockets may be formed in any
suitable known manner, as by weaving them in-
tegrally with the aforesaid strip of fabric or por-
tion of a.garment, or they may be formed by
folding said strip or garment and securing the
folds in a desired position by sewing-or by any
cther suitable means; or separate pieces of fabric
may be so .applied by stitching, stapling or by

ment as to form said pockets.

According to one mode of forming .the pockets,
whether they are in a portion of the garment or
in a separate piece of fabric adapted to be at-
tached thereto, the garment or piece of. fabric,
ag the case may be, is pleated transversely and
sswn along two parallel lines that cross the pleats
to form pockets bstween said lines of sewing.
Alternatively, the pleats may be held in position
by an adhesive. More than one line of sewing
or adhesive may be applied at each side of each
pocket to give them greater strength and in some
cases the pleated portion of the garment or the
separate pleated piece of fabric may be sewn or
otherwise secured to a piece of unpleated fabric,
which may be resiliently- extensible, to reinforce
it and in this case, the piece of reinforcing fabric
may be attached to the pleated material by means
of the parallel lines of stitching that form the
pockets.

In some cases instead of forming the
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pockets by folding a strip of fabric or a portion
of a’ garment, said pockets may be formed by
stitching ‘together a plurality of folded pieces of
fabric:in a similar manner.

-According to another method of forming the
pockets, transverse pieces of tape or the like are
secured to a separate.piece of fabric or a portion
of a garment. by longitudinal lines of stitching to
form open-ended pockets. situated between said

i+ - lines of stitching. -

In practice, a strip of fabric may be provided
with-a blurality of transverse pockets according
to this -invention, at intervals along its length
and be adapted-to-be cut into lengths containing

3 two or more of said pockets to be secured to a

garment, or a garment .or a portion thereof may
hayve::two o1 -more- transverse pockets arranged
one-behind the other, formed in it. In this way
the -waist-band or the shoulder-strap or other
part that may require adjustment, of a garment
may be provided with several alternative points
of -attachment to adjust-it -for variations in size
or proportion of a- wearer. For example, the
waist-band. of ‘a brassiére may be provided at its
point of attachment with three of said pockets

brassiére, ‘may adjust: the waist measurement
either way ‘to compensate for her variation from
the proportion -of the figure for which the bras-

2u. siére was designed or to provide sizes and iittings

intermediate between those normsally mass-pro-
duced. ‘Similarly, the shoulder-straps may ke
provided with said pockets at one end adapted to
co-operate with -2 hook attached to the top of

any other suitable means, to said strip or gar- 35 the breast-pockets or-the back of the brassiére,

to enable their lengths to be adjusted.

According to another modified construction, a
deep-backed brassiére, corselette or corset is pro-
vided with a plurality of series of pockets accord-
ing to this-invention, so as to enable a wearer to
ets differently disposed in-each series so as to
mold the garment to her figure.

In order-that the present:invention may be
more -clearly - understood, it will now be more
particularly described with reference to the ac-
companying drawing, in which—

-Figure 1 is a plan view of a strip of material
provided with a series of pockets according to one
embodiment.of the invention,

Figure 2-is an-edge view -of the strip shown in
Figure ‘1 before-it has been secured by the longi-
tudinal lines of stitching,

-Figure 3 is: @ view similar to Figure 2, but il-
lustrating .3 modified -construction, '
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Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2, illustrat-
ing a variant of the construction shown in Figures
2or3,

Figure 5 is a rear view of part of a deep-
backed brassiére provided with another modified
form of fastening device according to the present
invention, and

Figures 6 and 7 illustrate further modified con-
structions of fastening device.

Referring to Figures 1 and 2, a strip a of fabric
which is preferably provided with a selvage on
each side, is folded to form the pleats b and
sewn longitudinally at cd to form pockets e
adapted to be engaged by a hook of any suitable
construction, such for instance as that shown
at the right-hand side of Figure 5. This strip
is adapted to be cut into lengths to be secured
in appropriate positions on garments or may it-
self form an attachment strap of a garment or
part of one.

According to the modified construction shown
in Figure 3, the strip a, after it has been folded
to form the pleats b, is séwn to a reinforcing
strip f by the longitudinal lines of stitching cd
which are not shown. The reinforcing strip
may be extensible or non-extensible and in the
latter case may form part of an attachment
strap incorporating an extensible element.

According to the construction illustrated by
Figure 4, the pockets are formed by sewing, in
a manner similar to that described with refer-
ence to Figure 1, a plurality of pieces of fabric ¢,
folded, as shown, together. In some cases the
pieces of fabric a! may be sewn to a strip of re-
inforcing fabric f, as shown.

In Figure 5, the two rearwardly directed por-
tions gh of a deep-backed brassiére are shown,
the part ¢ being folded to form the transverse
pleats bl which are secured by the longitudinal
lines of stitching cd to form five series of pockets
el adapted to be engaged alternatively by the
hooks i secured to the part 7. - Each of the five
series of pockets as shown, comprises three
pockets placed one behind the other and the
wearer may either cause the hooks i to engage
the corresponding pockets of each series or may
cause the two lower hooks i say, to engage pockets
further removed from the free edge of the part g,
50 as to provide a reduced measurement around
ber diaphragm. In this way, particularly in the
case of a corselette or corset provided with a large
number of series of pockets according to this in-
vention, by causing the hooks to engage different
pockets in each series, the garment may either be
moulded to the wearer’s figure or be caused to
apply corrective pressures to different parts of
her body covered by said garment.

The modification shown in Figure 6 consists
in stitching strips kI of tape to the pleated strip a
by lines of stitching cd so that besides reinforcing
the pockets e thus formed, said strips kI form
the sides of said pockets. -

Figure 7 illustrates still another modification
according to which open-ended pockets e2 are
formed by stitching transverse pieces of tape or
the like m to an unpleated strip of fabric a2
by lines of stitching ¢!, d!'. Conveniently, the
pieces of tape m are sewn along each side to
the strip ¢? by a wavy line of stitching, such as
shown at n, so that the components n! of said
Jines attach said tapes to the strip a2 in a man-
ner to prevent accidental engagement with the
hooks and the components n? by missing the
edges of the tape altogether, leave the openings
to the pockets free, In some cases the bottoms
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of the pockets may be closed by a straight line
of stitching (not shown). :

It will be understood that although a single
series of pockets have been shown in Figure 1,
more than one may be provided and similarly,

. less or more than two series of pockets may be
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formed in the manner described with reference
to Figures 4 and 6. It will also be understood
that whilst a practical application of the inven-
tion to the waist-band and shoulder straps of a
brassiére has been referred to, this has been
purely by way of illustration and that the in-
vention is applicable to a variety of uses, such,
for instance, as providing adjustable waist-
bands for trousers, or by providing the opposite
ends of the elastic loop employed for stocking
suspenders with pockets and hooks to render the
suspenders adjustable in length. Furthermore,
whilst one hook or a plurality of hooks side by
side have been stated to be adapted to engage
said pockets, or series of pockets respectively,
two or more hooks that are arranged one be-
hind the other, may be employed to engage two
or more pockets in the same longitudinal line.

I claim:

1. A unitary fastening device comprising a
strip of fabric, parts disposed tranversely there-
of, transversely spaced rows of stitching extend-
ing longitudinally entirely across said parts to
provide a plurality of spaced apart pockets inde-
pendent of each other with separable porticns
between them and arranged one behind the other
with their openings transverse thereto and adapt-
ed to be alternatively engaged by co-operating
means. .

2. A fastening device for incorporation in a
garment comprising a strip of fabric adapted to
be secured to one part of a garment and a plu-
rality of spaced apart pockets independent of .
each other with separable portions between them
and arranged one behind the other in said strip,
sald pockets being in the form of pleats produc-
ing double walls over the openings to the pockets
with their openings tranverse thereto and adapt-
ed to be alternatively engaged by co-~operating
means on another part of said garment that is
to be connected to the first said part and trans-
versely spaced apart rows of stitching extending
longitudinally entirely across the pleats to secure
them to the portions of the strips which they
respectively overlap.

3. A unitary fastening device for incorpora-
tion in a garment comprising a strip of fabric
adapted to be secured to one part of a garment:
a plurality of spaced apart pleats formed in said
strip arranged one behind the other, and two
unpleated tapes respectively secured transversely
to said pleats in two spaced apart positions so
as to form pockets with their openings transverse
to said strip adapted to be engaged alternatively
by co-operating means on another part of said
garment that is to be connected to the first said
part.

4. A fastening device for a garment compris-
ing a plurality of spaced apart pleats formed in
one part of a garment arranged one behind the
other, and two unpleated tapes respectively se-
cured transversely to said pleats in two positions
by rows of stitching extending entirely across the
pleats so as to form pockets of which the tapes
constitute the sides adapted to be engaged al-
ternatively by co-operating means on another
part of said garment that is to be connected to
the first said part, the openings of said pockets
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being arranged in a direction transverse to the
direction of pull.

5. A fastening device for incorporation in a
garment comprising a strip of fabric adapted to
be secured to one part of a garment; a plurality
of bars of fabric secured transversely to said
strip of fabric by rows of stitching extending
entirely across the strip so as to form a plurality
of independent pockets of which the bars con-
stitute the sides arranged one behind the other
with their openings transverse to said strip and
adapted to be alternatively engaged by co-oper-
ating means on another part of said garment
that is to be connected to the first said part,
said bars being spaced apart and the strip being
severable between the bars.

6. A fastening device for a garment compris-
ing a plurality of initially separate bars of fabric
arranged in parallel relationship secured by
rows of stitching extending entirely across the
strip to one part of a garment so as to form a
plurality of pockets of which the bars constitute
the sides arranged one behind the other and
adapted to be alternatively engaged by co-oper-
ating means on another part of said garment
that is to be connected to the first said part, the
openings of said pockets being arranged in a di-
rection transverse to the direction of pull.

7. A garment having one of its main body
walls constituting a fastening device comprising
a strip of fabric secured to one part thereof; a
plurality of pockets associated with said strip ar-
ranged one behind the other with their openings
transverse thereto to coact with engaging means
associated with another part of said garment
that is to be connected to. the first said part,
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adapted to engage said pockets alternatively so
as to adjust the size of the garment.

8. A garment having one of its main hody
walls constituting a fastening device and com-
prising a plurality of pleats forming pockets ar-
ranged one behind the other adapted for en-
gagement alternatively by a coacting fastening
means on another part of said garment so as
to adjust the size of the garment; the openings
of said pockets being arranged in a direction
transverse to the direction of pull.

9. A garment having one'of its main body walls
constituting a fastening device and including a
piece of fabric forming a plurality of parallel
series of pockets, the pockets in each said series
being arranged one bhehind the other; and adapt-
ed for coaction with means on another part of
said garment to respectively engage pockets in
each said series in such a manner as to enable
the shape and size of the garment to be varied;
the openings of said pockets being arranged in
a direction transverse to the direction of pull.

10. A garment having one of its main body
walls constituting a fastening device and com-
prising a plurality of pleats forming parallel
series of pockets associated with one part of said
garment arranged one behind the other adapted
for coaction with fastening means on another
part of said garment adapted to respectively en-
gage pockets in each said series in such a man-
ner as to enable the shape and size of the gar-
ment to be varied; the openings of said pockets
being arranged in a direction transverse to the
direction of pull.

N. E. VICTORIA GRAHAM,




