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R X HPHE (BPL LM Process for Preparing Hydroxybenzoic Acids

- A process for preparing a hydroxybenzoic. acid
is herein disclosed which comprises reacting a phenol
with an alkali metal compound by the usc of an aprotic
polar organic solvent as a reaction solvent to form an
alkali metal salt of the phenol, and then reacting this
alkali metal salt with carbon dioxide to obLain a
hydroxybenzoic acid, said process comprising the step
of carrying 6ﬁt the reaction under conditions that a
molar ratio of the phenol to the total of the alkali’
metal compound and the aprotic poiarvorganic solvent is
larger than 1. TFurthermore, the process may contain
the stéps of precipitating crystals from the reaction
solution, separating the solid from the sclution to
obtain a wet alkali metal salt of the hydroxybenzoic
acid, dissolving the wet alkali metal salt in water,
and precipitating crystals from the solution by acidi-

fication to obtain the hydroxybenzoic acid.
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