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(57) Abstract: The present invention provides a process for the production of cresol. The raw materials comprising ethers, phenols
and carbinol are preheated, and then continue through the multi-stage solid catalyst bed mixed with steam, carrying out a gas-phase
reaction to product cresol at 250-450°C reaction temperature, with 0.3-5h-1 feed weight airspeed, and under ordinary pressure. The
solid catalyst is selected one or more from alumina, kaolin and molecular sieve catalyst. The phenols are selected from phenol, xy-
lenol and mixture thereof. The ethers are selected from anisole, dimethyl ether, methylanisole, and their mixture of any two or more.
‘When the once-through yield of cresol is 0.2g cresol/g catalyst, the para-selective of p-cresol could reach 45%. The catalyst has been
characterized by excellent stability, and non-corrosiveness for equipment in productive process, which is a kind of environ-
ment-friendly catalyst with predictable industrial application prospect.
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