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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OMA SMITH, a citizen 

of the United States, residing at Three Riv 
ers, Michigan, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Drinking-Foun 
tains, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
This invention relates to improvements 

in drinking fountains. 
Sanitary drinking fountains, as ordinarily 

constructed, are not adapted for the use of 
very young children, and, further, water 
cannot be obtained therefrom in cups for 
the use of persons who are unable to assume 
the position necessary to drink from the 
fountain. 

It is the main object of this invention to 
provide Sanitary drinking fountains having 
a sanitary cup which may be used as an 
Ordinary cup. 

Further objects, and objects tO 
structural details will definitely appear from 
the detailed description to follow. 
I accomplish the object of my invention 

by the devices and means described in the 
following specification. 
The invention is clearly defined and 

pointed out in the claims. 
A structure which is a preferred embodi 

ment of my invention is clearly illustrated 
in the accompanying drawing, forming a 
part of this specification, in which: 

Figure 1 is a detail vertical section of a 
fountain embodying the features of my in 
Vention, the valve being shown open, or in 
the position it assumes when the cup is in 
position on the fountain and the fountain 
in operation. Fig. 2 is a detail plan view 
showing details of the inlet valve of the 
Structure shown in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail 
side elevation of the inlet valve, of the 

tain head 4. A discharge pipe 5 is pro 
vided for the basin. The supply pipe 3 
preferably projects above the fountain head, 
as illustrated. This head is in the structure 
of Fig. 1, convexed to center and support 
the cup 6, the bottom of the cup being con 
vexed to fit the head. The cup is provided 
with an inlet valve, preferably consisting of 
a tubular casing 7 centrally located, adapted 
to receive the upper end of the inlet pipe. 
This casing is provided with a diaphragm 
like valve seat 8, having a central inlet port 
9 therein. The valve 10 is preferably a disk 
formed of glass, as this does not corrode and 
forms a good joint with the flat valve seat. 
The casing is provided with inturned valve 
retaining fingers 11 at its upper end. 
When the cup is removed, the fountain 

may be used as an ordinary jet or flowing 
fountain. When the cup is in position, the 
Water from the supply pipe is discharged 
through the cup and flowing over its edges, 
keeps it properly flushed and cleansed. 
When the cup is lifted from the Supply pipe, 
the valve automatically closes and the cup 
may be used as an ordinary drinking cup. 
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In the modified construction shown in Fig. 
4, the fountain head is slightly modified, 
this figure showing the adaptation of my 
invention to different forms of fountains. 
The valve 12 in this structure is a ball valve. 
In the modification of Fig. 4, the valve 

casing 13 is extended up to provide a dis 
charge nozzle for the supply pipe and de 
livers the water so that the cup need not 
be removed when the fountain is used as an 
ordinary fountain. 
In the modification shown in Fig. 5, the supply pipe is provided with a delivery 

tip 14 and the cup with a central conical 
portion 15 adapted to receive the tip so that 

structure shown in Fig. 1 with the valve in the water is delivered in a jet when the cup 
its closed position. Fig. 4 is a detail ver 
tical Section of a modified construction, the 
modifications being mainly in the style or 
form of the fountain proper. Fig. 5 is a 
similar view of another modification. 

In the drawings, similar reference charac 
ters refer to similar parts throughout the 
Several views and the sectional views are 
taken looking in the direction of the little 
arrows at the ends of the section lines. 

Referring to the drawing, 1 represents 
the fountain, and 2 the catch basin. The 
supply pipe 3 is arranged centrally through 
the standard and projects above the foun 

is in position. This central portion 15 also 
obviates the necessity of an inlet valve, as 
will be obvious. 
Other modifications will be obvious to 

those skilled in the art to which this inven 
tion relates. 
My improved fountain possesses all the 

advantages of the common jet or flowing 
fountain, with the additional advantage that 
a sanitary cup is provided for the use of 
children and others who cannot assume the 
position necessary to drink from the flowing 
fountain. s s 

Having thus described my invention, what 
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led to receive sai being provided with a diaphragm-like valve 
O 
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I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent is: 

1. The combination with a fountain hav ing a convex head and a supply pipe pro 
jecting from said head, of a cup having a 
convex bottom provided with a central tubu 
lar upwardly-projecting valve eig adapt 

supply pipe, sai 

seat having a central port therein arranged 
to rest on the upper end of said supply pipe 
and provided with inturned valve retaining 
fingers on its upper edge; and a disk valve 
arranged in said casing. 

2. The combination with a fountain hav 
ing a convex head and a supply pipe pro 
jecting from said head, of a cup having a 
convex bottom provided with a central up 
wardly-projecting valve casing adapted to 
receive said supply pipe, and a check valve. arranged in said casing. 

8. The combination with a supply pipe, of a cup having a tubular upwardly-projecting 
valve casing on its bottom adapted to re 
ceive said pipe, said casing being provided 
with a diaphragm-like valve seat having a 
central inlet : therein adapted to rest on 
the upper end of said supply pipe and with 
inturned valve retaining fingers on its up 
per edge; and a disk valve arranged in said 
can . . 4. The combination with the supply pipe, 

casing 

a cup having an inlet valve in its 
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of a cup having a valve casing in its bottom 
adapted to receive said supply pipe, and a 
check valve in said casing. 

5. The combination with a supply pipe, of 
a cup having an inlet valve in its bottom, 
and means for supporting said cup to receive the water from said supply pipe through 
'said inlet valve. 40 

6. The combination with a supply E. of 
ottom, said cup being adapted to be arranged over 

said supply pipe, and when in position to 
serve as a discharge for the pipe. 

7. The combination with the fountain 
supply pipe, of a portable cup having an in 
let in its bottom, said cup being removably 
arranged on said pipe and adapted when ar 
ranged on said pipe to serve as a fountain 
cup and when removed to serve as an ordi nary drinking cup. 

8. A fountain comprising a portable dis 
charge cup, said discharge cup being readily 
removable and being adapted when removed 
to be used as an ordinary drinking cup. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand and seal in the presence of two 
witnesses. 

OMA SMITH. L. s. 
Witnesses: 

FRANC. L. BURRow, 
H. I. WRIGHT. 
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