E. KRANCHER.
GAME APPARATUS.
APPLICATION FILED DEOC. 1, 1911,

1,047,_657. | Patented Dec. 17, 1912,

2 SEHEETS—SHEET 1.

]
o —
. WITNESSES INVENTOR
% Flward — FHrarncher
f\ i .

ATTORNEYS

COLUMBIA PLANOGRAPH CO., WASHINGTON, D, C.



1,047,657.

WITNESSES -

e

E. KRANCHER,.
GAME APPARATUS.
APPLICATION FILED DEC. 1, 1911.

Patented Dec. 17, 1912,

2'SHEETS—RHEET 2.

. INVENTOR
Lbvard  FHrarncher

E : ; BYW
. 3 _". o
%Q ATTORNEYS

COLUMBIA PLANOGRAPH CO., WASHINGTON, D. C.




1,047,657,

UNITED bTATES PATENT ()FFICE
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Application ﬁled,necember 1, 1911.

To. all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epwarp KrANCHER,
a-citizen of the United States, and a resident
of the city of New York, borough of Brook-
lyn, in the county of Kan‘S and State of

. New York, have invented a new and Im-
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~ after being thrown, so as to propel it in dif-

“proved Game Apparatus, of which the fol-

lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.
My 1nvent10n relates to an improvement
in games, and: partlcularly to apparatus for

mechanically playing the game of base blel‘

upon a base or board.

For this purpose my appamtus comprlees
suitable -devices for throwing. a movable-

member representing a ball, with which: the
game ‘is-played, and StI‘lklllO‘ said member

- ferent dnectlons across. the board; upon
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which is represented a base ball dlamond
having bases and base paths and provided
with ﬁam es which represent the players.

Reference is to be had to the accompany-
ing drawmos forming a part of this specifi-
catlon, in which the same char acters-of ref-
erence indicate corresponding parts in" all
the views.

Pigure 1 represents a top plan of - the

_board upon which the game is played; Fig.
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2 is a vertical section on  the line 2—2 of Flg

1; Fig. 8 1s a top plan of the mechanism by
‘means of which- the parts which throw and

bat the movable member representmg the

ball are actuated ; and Fig. 4 is a section on

the line 4—4 of Tig. 1.
On the drawings, the numeral 11is a board

which forms a suitable base, and on the top -

surface of this board is represented a base

“ball diamond hayving bases 2, 8,4 and 5, con-
nected. by suitable. lines formlng the base
paths; and the.numerals 6 to.12 inclusive |
indicate figures representmg the players of |

the team.
- The numeral 6 1ndlcates the first baseman,

the - numeral 7 the second baseman, the nu-"
meral 8 the short-stop, the numeral 9 :the.
‘third baseman, and the numerals 10, 11 and-

12 the right fielder, the center ﬁelder and. the
“left fielder, respectively. The figure which
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represents the pitcher is shown at 18, and

the figure which represents the batter is

shown at 14. When the game is played, the

piteher is actuated to-throw the ball toward -
the batter, and at the same time the batter is-
actuated to strike the same and drive it to-

ward the figures representing the in fielders -

and out fielders. The ﬁgures replesentlng

Spec1ﬁcat1on of I.etters Patent

Senal ‘No. 663,226.

the pltcher and the batter. each comprlses
two halves 15 and 16 connected together by
means of a spring, hinge 17.  This spring
hinge: acts to hold the Swo. sect1ons ‘in"the
same plane. The lower sections 16 of both
the figures in ‘question are always held in a
vertical position, but the upper sections will
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rotate around the hinge 17 against the force

of the spring thereof, when desired.
To the backs of the upper sections 15 of
the figures 13 and 14 are attached. eyelets or

65

staples 18, and to the eyelet 18 on the figure - “

18 1is attached an operating cord 19, which
passes’ down through an aperture in the
board 1, and through a perforated guide or
bearing " 20.
figure 18 is' rlgldly mounted in ‘a slot in the
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The lower ‘section 16 of the .

: board 1, and. fits into a groove in the upper
surface of the part 20, the parts being de-

5
tachably secured in this position to the board - -

1 by their interfitting engagement with one -

another. The otherend of the cord 19 is se-
cured to a sliding member 21, which moves
in a slot 22 in the board -1, and supports in

“its top the lower section 16 of the batter 14.
This sliding member 21 is secured to a spiral .
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spring 23, and the other end of this spring

23 is looped around a curved bar 24, located

beneath the board 1. 'This bar is not curved

on the arc.of a circle, but is so bent that its

the sliding. member 21 when the same is re-
tracted by the spring 28 into one end of the
slot 22, than the middle of this bar. ‘

"o the eyelet 18 of the batter 14 I secure
an operating cord 25. This cord passes
through an aperture in the sliding' membper

21, and then extends rearward to the edge
.of ‘the base, terminating in a knob 26.

97 1s a down-turned lug. adjacent the.rear
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"ends will be a slightly greater distance from -
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edge of the board 1; and the length of the -
spring 28, the length of the slot 22 and the -

Tength of the string 25 are such that when

the shdmg member 21-is withdrawn by the

_spring 23, the knob 26 will be pulled against -
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the lug 27 and the vertical portion of the .

string 25 W111 be sufficient to allow the

spring hinge 17 to hold the sections 15 and -

16 of the batter 14 in one and the same
plane Wlth each other. =
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25’ is a knot formed in. the cord 25, ]ust R

above the member 21.
The spring 23 and theé bar 24, and the por—
tions of the cords 19 and 25 whlch are con-

‘nected to the member 21, are inclosed in a

suitable.cover or casing 2. - This casing is

110
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of course secured to the bottom of the board
1, and it extends past both ends of the aper-
ture 22, as shown in Fig. 4.

On the upper section 15 of the pitcher 13
I arrange a hollow shelf 29, which receives
a spherical member 30, representing a base
ball.  When the upper section 15 is bent
over around the spring hinge 17 and then
released, this ball is thrown forward toward
the batter 14, and when the upper section 15
of the batter is bent around the spring 17,
and then released, the member 30, represent-
ing the ball, will be struck and propelled to-
ward the fielders.

By referring to Fig. 1, it will be seen that
the aperture 22 is narrower at the end which
1s nearer the knob 26 on the cord 25. At its
other end it widens and terminates in a plu-
rality of recesses 31, separated by fingers or
projections 32, One of these recesses will
be centrally arranged, and when the batter
14 is retracted by the spring 23, the sliding
member 21 will slip into one or the other of
the recesses 31, to vary the angle of Impact
with the ball 30, and consequently the direc-
tion in which this member 30 is driven.

To play the game, the spherical member
30, representing the ball, is laid upon the
concave shelf 29, and the knob 26 is pulled.
This action will first rotate the upper section
15 of the batter 14 against the force of the
spring-hinge 17; but when the knot 25 in

i the cord 25 engages the edge of the aper-
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ture in the member 21, through which the
body of the cord 25 slides, this member will
be drawn rearward, moving the batter 14
bodily with it and tensioning the spring 23
and pulling upon the cord 19. . The stress-
ing of the cord 19 rotates the upper section
15 of the pitcher 13 in the opposite direction
to that of the rotation of the section 15 of
the batter. The knob 26 is then released.
The spring 23 then retracts the sliding mem-
ber 21, easing the cord 19,-and at the same
time withdrawing the sliding member 21,
upon which the batter is mounted, toward
the end of the slot 22 having the longitudi-
nal recesses 81. The easing of the cord 19
permits the return of the upper section 15 of
the pitcher, and this results in propelling the
spherical member 30 toward the upper sec-
tion 15 of the batter. The bodily movement
of the batter 14 to meet the ball, as well as
the movement of the upper section 15, due
to the force of the spring hinge 17, will be

sufficient to strike the ball with sufficient

force to drive it across the diamond. TIf the
ball strikes a player it will of course mean

an “out”, but if it passes the players, the .

operator will be entitled to credit for a base
hit.

The end of the spring 23 being loose.
around the curved bar 24, this end of the:
spring will be free to work along the bar
24 a slight distance to either side of -the:
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middle of the bar. If, wheun the string is
pulled, the end of the spring engages the
bar 24 in its exact center, the returning ef-
fect of the spring 23 will cause the sliding
member 21 to enter the central recess 31,
and- the ball will be therefore met squarely
and be driven straight at the pitcher or over
his head past second base. 1%, however, the
end of the spring has worked a little to one
side of the center of the har 24, the retrac-
tile effect of the spring will cause the mem-
ber 21, to which the batter 14 is secured, to
move to one side or the other, with the re-
sult that the member 21 will fly into one of
the recesses 31, beside the central recess.  In
this instance the ball will not be met
squarely, but will be driven toward the right
or left field. Hence, by means of the appa-
ratus which T have shown and described, the
ball is not always driven in the same direc-
tion, but" may travel in almost any direc-
tion inside or outside of the foul lines, much
the same as in a real base ball game.

With a little practice, the operator can
work the spring 23 to one side or the other,
merely by manipulating the cord 25, before
he actuates the parts to a sufficient extent to
cause the ball to be thrown and batted. In
this way the skill of the person playing the
game can be exerted to drive the ball in any
desired direction; that is to say, he can prac-
tice the art of place-hitting which profes-
sional players have made famous.

Ordinarily I prefer to mount the figures
representing the fielders upon the board 1
so that each can turn around a pivot 33, this
pivot being located to one side of the longi-
tudinal axis of the figure. With the play-
ers mounted in this-way, if the ball is batted
hard enough to cause a player to turn when
the number 30 strikes him, an error can be
registered; but if the ball strikes a plaver
without turning him, in other words, if the
pivoted piece representing a fielder com-
pletely stops the ball, the fact will indicate
a put-out,

I wish to have it understood that the ap-
paratus shown and described is illustrative
only, and that I do not care to be limited to
the details thereof, except in so far as is in-
dicated in the following claims: -

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent:

1. Apparatus for playing the game of
base ball, comprising a board bearing the
representation of a'base ball diamond upon
its surface, a plurality of figures represent-
ing players pivotally mounted upon said
board, and means for propelling a movable
member representing a base ball, toward
said figures.

2. Apparatus for playing the game of
base ball, comprising a board having the
representation of a base ball diamond upon
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~resenting a batter for striking said movable|:
~ member for propelling the ball back toward |
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its upper surface, a plurality of figures piv-
otally mounted upon said board, said fig-

ures representing fielders, means mounted:

upon said board for propelling'a movable

~member toward the corner of the diamond

representing the home plate, and means rep-

the fielders. ,
3. Apparatus for' playing

resenting a pitcher comprising a movable
section, means for supporting a member rep-
resenting a base ball upon said movable sec-
tion, means for moving said movable section

_-to throw said member, a figure representing

. " batter mounted to be bodily movable with

20

_the figure representing the pitcher.
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respect. to-said member, said last-named fig-

ure also having a. movable section, resilient

means ‘for actuating the last-named section,

-and means for causing the figure represent--

ing the batter to strike the ball thrown by

4. Apparatus for playing the: game of
baseball; comprising -a board having a figure
representing a pitcher mounted thereon, said
figure comprising a fixed lower section and

-a-movable upper section, the upper section

having means for supporting a member rep-
resenting a base ball, said- sections being
connected by means of a spring hinge; and
flexible means connected to said upper sec-
tion to move the same against the force of
said spring-hinge, whereby, when the said
flexible means is pulled and subsequently re-

. leased, the force of the spring hinge will re-

turn the upper section to propel the member

~representing the ball away from the figure.
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5. Apparatus: for playing the game of
base ball, comprising- ' member having an

aperture or slot therein, a member slidably
mounted in said slot, a figure representing
a- batter secured to said slidable member,
said figure having a movable upper section,
a-spring hinge for connecting said movable

upper section to the lower section, flexible |- ;
‘base ball, a figure representing a player, a

means connected to said upper section and
slidably engaging the said sliding member
for moving said figure bodily and rotating
the upper section, and resilient means con-

nected to said sliding member for retracting

said sliding member, whereby, when the said
flexible means is pulled and released, the

. upper section of the figure will be moved by
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the force of said spring hinge, and the fig-

ure as a whole will be moved by said resili-

- ent means to strike a member representing

the base ball and propel the same in a cer-

“tain direction.
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6. Game apparatus for playing'thé’ game

of base ball, comprising a board, a figure

representing a batter, slidably mounted with
respect. to the said board, means for mov-

‘ing said figure in one direction, resilient

means for moving said figure in another di-

the ‘game of-
base ball, comprising a board, a figure rep- -

‘rection, and means for anchoring said resili-
ent means loosely. engaging the same to
‘permit said means to move laterally to a
slight extent and thus cause the figure rep-

resenting the batter to move obliquely to'one
side or the other when returned by said
resilient means. e I SN S
7. Game apparatus for playing the game
of base ball; comprising a board having a

-slot, therein, said slot having a widened end
with longitudinal recesses separated by lon- -
.gitudinal fingers, a sliding member mounted

in said slot, said sliding member supporting

& figure representing a batter, means for

pulling ‘said sliding member in one direc-
tion in sald slot and resilient means for pull-
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ing said sliding member in another direc- -

tion-in said slot toward said recesses in’the

-widened end, a curved bat to which one end
-of said- resilient means is:loosely secured,
‘the ends of said bar being farther from the

centér of the recessed end of the slot than

of the center, whereby when the figure rep-
resenting the batter is pulled away from the

‘the recessed end of the slot against the force

of the resilienit means, and released, the said
resilient means will cause the figure repre-

-senting the batter to be returned in either

a straight or in an oblique direction, accord-

8%

-the middle thereof, to permit said resilient
‘means to ‘work along the bar to either side"
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ing to whether the end of the resilient means

engages said ‘bar centrally or on either side
of the center of the same. = S

8. In apparatus for playing the game of
base ball, ‘a figure representing a player,
said figure comprising an upper section and .
a lower section, a spring hinge for connect-

ing. said sections, and flexible means con-
‘nected . to said -upper section :to.move the

same against the force of the hinge, where-
by, when said means is pulled and released,

- the force of the spring will move the upper
 section to propel a member representing a = -

base ball away from the figure. .
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9. In apparatus for playing the game. of -

base upon which said figure is mounted,
means Tor slidably mounting said base to
enable the same to be moved, flexible means

115

connected to said base to move the same, and .
resilient means for returning said base and -

the figure carried thereby to its original

position. - - R
10. In.apparatus for playing the game of

base ball, the combination of a figure repre-

senting a player, said figure comprising an

upper section and a lower section, a spring

_hinge for connecting the same, a base carry-

ing said figure, means for slidably mount-
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ing said base, resilient means for maintain- -

ing said base in one position, and means

connected to said base and to said upper se¢- - .

tion for moving the base and said figure and

simultaneously rotating the upper  section

130
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against the force of the hinge, whereby
when the said moving means is released, the
upper section and the base will be returned
to their original positions..

11. In apparatus for playing the game of
base ball, the combination of a figure repre-
senting a pitcher, said figure comprising an
upper section and a lower section, a spring
hinge connecting said sections, a second
figure representing a batter, said batter like-
wise comprising a movable section and re-
silient means for moving the same, and op-
wise comprising a movable section, and op-
erating means for simultaneously actuating
the movable sections of the pitcher and bat-
ter, said operating means when released
allowing the movable sections to. return to
their original positions.

12. In apparatus for playing the game of
base ball, the combination of a figure repre-
senting a pitcher, said figure comprising a
lower section and an upper section, a spring
hinge for connecting said sections, a second
figure representing a batter, means for mov-
ably mounting said batter, resilient means
for maintaining said batter in one position,
and means connected to said batter and the
movable section of the pitcher for operating
the same, said means when released permit-
ting the batter and the movable section of
the pitcher to return to their original
positions.

13. In apparatus for playing the game of
base ball, the combination of a figure repre-
senting a pitcher, said figure comprising a
lower section and a movable upper section,
a spring hinge connecting said sections, a
second figure representing a batter, said bat-
ter likewise comprising a lower section and
an upper section and a spring hinge con-
necting the same, means for mounting said
batter to enable the same to be bodily mov-
able, vesilient means connected to said
mounting means to keep the batter in one
position, and operating means connected to
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the mounting means and to the movable sec-
tions of the batter and pitcher for operating
the same simultaneously, said operating
means when released permitting the batter
and the movable section thereof and of the
pitcher to return to their original positions.

14. Game apparatus for playing the game
of base ball, comprising a figure represent-
ing a batter slidably mounted, means for
moving said figure in one direction, resili-
ent means for moving said figure in another
direction, and a curved bar to which said
means is loosely secured, the bar being so
bent that its ends will be farther from the
center of the batter than the center thereof
when the figure is at the limit of its move-
ment due to the action of the resilient
means, whereby the end of said resilient
means secured to the bar can move laterally
to a slight extent and cause the figure to
move obliquely to one side or the other when
returned by said resilient means.

15. In apparatus for playing the game of
base ball, the combination of a base, a figure
representing a batter, means for movably
mounting said figure so as to malke the same
bodily movable, and resilient means for re-
turning said figure, said base having guid-
ing means to enable said figure to move in
different directions when moved by said
means for returning the same.

16. In apparatus for playing the game of
base ball, a base, a figure representing a
batter, and means for mounting said figure
to enable the same to be bodily movable,
said base having a slot with a plurality of
notches in one end to guide said figure in
different directions.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

EDWARD KRANCHER.

Witnesses:

Wrriam F. Nicker,
Prrue D. Rorrmaus.

Cepies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents.
‘Washington, B. C.”
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