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[57] ABSTRACT

A compartmented trash receptacle for segregating dif-
ferent types of trash, such as paper, cans, glass, and so
forth. The receptacle has a container with inner parti-
tions which define separate trash compartments for
the different trash materials and are adjustable to vary
the sizes of the compartments. The receptacle has a
cover which may be removed when the receptacie is
in use in the home and has a shuttered opening which
may be aligned with each trash compartment by rota-
tion of the cover relative to the container to permit
emptying of the contents from the different compart-
ments into different trash receivers. ‘

1 Claim, 5 Drawing Figures
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1
COMPARTMENTED TRASH RECEPTACLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Fieid of the Inivention :

This invention relates generally to trash receptacles
and more particularly to a compartmented trash recep-
tacle for containing different types of trash in separate
compartments which may be emptied into different
trash receivers to aid recycling of the trash materials.

2. Discussion of the Prior Art

One facet of the pollution control problem is trash
disposal. At the. present time household "and other
trash, such as cans, paper, bottles and the like, is col-
lected periodically and deposited in dumps, land areas
to be filled; and so on. The available trash depositories,
however, are rapidly being filled by the ever increasing
" quantities of trash. Accordingly, it has become necessa-
ry to develop other methods of trash disposal.

One of the trash disposal methods which is gaining
increased attention involves reuse of the trash materi-
als. This"is commonly referred to.as recycling the trash
materials. Recycling involves processing. of each dif-
ferent trash material to a reusable form. This, in turn,
necessitates segregation of the various kinds of trash
materials such that they can be processed or recycled.

Segregatlon of the trash can be accomplished at each
source, i.e., in the home, or.at the recycling facility.
Segregation at the recycling facility presents such a
monumental task as to render this approach impracti-
cal; Segregdtion at the source is the ideal solution and is
implemehted by the present invention,

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides a trash receptacle for
collecting and segregating trash at its source, such as
the home. The receptacle has a trash container with an
inner partition structure defining separate compart-
ments for receiving different types of trash materials,
such as cans, paper, bottles, and miscellaneous trash.
This partition structure has a number of partitions
which define therebetween the trash compartments
and are adjustable to vary the compartment sizes in ac-
cordance with the volume of trash materials to be
placed in the compartments.

.~ A cover is provided for the trash container. This
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FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the receptacle parti-
tion structure; and

FIG. § is an enlarged section taken on line 55 in
FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The illustrated compartmented trash receptacle 10

0 of the invention has a container 12 with an annular side
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cover is normally removed from the container when the

latter is in use, i.e., being filled, and placed on the con-
tainer when it is filled to capacity. The cover has an
opening which may be aligned with the different trash
compartments to permit the latter to be emptied into
different trash receivers or cans whose contents are
collécted periodically and transported in segregated
fashion to the trash recycling facility. These trash
receivers may be conveniently mounted on.a dolly for
ease of storage and movement to the curb or other col-
lection point. Preferably, the cover opening has a clo-
sure or shutter for closing the opening when desired,
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such as when the trash receptacle is left in 4 filled con- 60

dition for any length of time.

BRIEF DESCR'IPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.'1 is a perspectlve view of the present trash
receptacle; . .

FIG. 21sasect|0n on lme2 2|n FlG 1;

FlG 3 isa section'on line 3—3 in FIG. 2;
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“wall 14 and a bottom wall 16. The top of the container

is open and bounded by a rim 18.
Within the container 12 is a removable partition

‘structure 20. This partition structure includes a nuniber

of partitions 22 which extend radially from the center
to the side wall 14 of the container and from the bot-
tom wall 16 to the open top of the container. The inner
edges of the partitions 22 are joined by hinge means 24.
Partitions 22 define therebetween separate trash com-
partments 26 for receiving the different trash materials
referred to earlier. The partitions are pivotally adjusta-
ble about the hinge means 24 to vary the sizes of the
compartments in accordance with the volumes of the
different trash materials being disposed of.

Preferably, means are provided for securing the par-
titions 22 in different angular positions. The particular
securing means shown comprise lugs 28 on the con-
tainer side wall 14 defining slots for receiving the outer
edges of the partitions. ‘

The container 12 has a removable cover 30. This
cover has a flanged rim 32 which is adapted to be
snapped over the container rim 18 to rotatably secure
the cover to the container..An opening 34 is provided
in the cover which may be aligned with each of the
trash'compartments 26 by rotation of the cover relative
to the container. Rotatably attached to the cover is a
closure or shutter 38 which may be rotated to close and’
uncover the opening 34. The closure has a handle 40 to
facilitate opening and closing movement of the closure.

In use, the cover 30 is removed from the empty trash
container 12 and the latter is placed in a convenient lo-
cation to receive the trash to be disposed of. Different
types of trash, such as cans, paper, bottles, and m‘is(:el-
laneous trash, are placed in different trash compart-
ments 26. When the container is filled, the cover 30 is
placed on the container and rotated to align its opening
34 with the different compartments in succession. Each
compartment is emptied through the cover opening
into a separate trash receiver or can. These trash
receivers may be conveniently mounted on a dolly or
the like for ease of storage and movement. Periodically,
the segregated contents of the receivers are collected
and transported to a processing facility for recycling.

What is claimed as new in support of Letters Patent
is:

1. a compartmented trash receptacle for segregating
different types of trash, comprising:

a trash container having an open top,

partition means within said container defining with

the latter a number of separate trash compart-
ments, said partition means including a number of
partitions extending radially from the center to the
" wall of said container, and hinge means joining the
inner edges of said partitions to permit relative an-
~ gular adjustment of said partitions to vary the size
of said compartments, k
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at least one set of lugs projecting inward from the
inner wall of said container and having slots for
receiving the outer edges of said partitions to
retain the partitions in fixed angular relationship,

said lugs being uniformly spaced circumferentially
about said container and being greater in number
than the number of said partitions to permit rela-
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tive angular adjustment of said partitions,
a cover rotatably mounted on the top of said con-
tainer, and
said cover having an opening adapted to be aligned
with any selected trash compartment by rotation
of said cover relative to said container.
* * * * *
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