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(54) RETRACTABLY CLEAN TOOTHBRUSH, (52) U.S. Cl. .......................................... 15/167.1; 300/21 
WITH RETRACTABLE, DISPOSABLE 
BRSTLES AND AUDIO/VISUAL REMINDER (57) ABSTRACT 
SYSTEM 

This new toothbrush will have a detachable head of bristles 
(76) Inventor: Patrice Darrell Brown, and a storage area for new bristles, so that with just the push 

Milwaukee, WI (US) of a button, the old, dirty bristles drop off, and a new head of 
bristles slide out. It will also have a built in reminder that 

Correspondence Address: flashes red when it's time to replace it. An LED light (and/or 
Patrice D. Brown a speaker with a voice recorded on a small computer chip for 
2813 North 50th Street the more upscale consumer), along with a simple timer 
Milwaukee, WI 53210 (US) device, will remind people that it is time to replace the old 

bristles with a new set. The new bristle heads will be kept in 
(21) Appl. No.: 12/193,030 a storage area in the handle, and additional heads can be in a 

separate container, much like the blades of a disposable razor. 
(22) Filed: Aug. 17, 2008 When the handle and container are empty, a refill of new 

bristles can be purchased at a price for everyday consumers as 
Publication Classification well as our more elite buyers. In order to shield the bristles 

(51) Int. Cl. that are in use against contamination from other sources when 
A46B 9/04 (2006.01) the toothbrush is not in use, the bristle head can be retracted 
A46D 3/04 (2006.01) back into the handle's storage area. 
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RETRACTABLY CLEAN TOOTHBRUSH, 
WITH RETRACTABLE, DISPOSABLE 

BRISTILES AND AUDIO/VISUAL REMINDER 
SYSTEM 

TECHNICAL FIELD AND APPLICABILITY OF 
THE INVENTION 

0001. This invention relates to the area of dental hygiene. 
The invention relates particularly to an improved design of 
toothbrush with retractable, disposable bristles and a method 
of notifying the user that it is time to replace the bristles. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002. This invention idea for a toothbrush that has new 
bristles come out when you slide the old ones out and push the 
bottom button to make a new one release came to me during 
the flu season, but even more so when our daughter was 
washing out her toothbrush and dropped it in dirty water. She 
said she was bathing it to get the germs out so she could use 
it in the morning, but the water was too dirty, so the toothbrush 
had to be thrown away. This can become expensive when 
someone has a cold, the flu or some other illness that con 
taminates their toothbrush every time they use it. 
0003. And, for those people who may have had one too 
many the night before and may want to get a fresh toothbrush 
after they have brushed out all those germs the next day— 
instead of going out and buying another toothbrush, they can 
push the button on the bottom of the toothbrush; the old bristle 
head drops off in the trash, and a new set of bristles are 
available. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

0004 So, this new toothbrush will have a detachable head 
of bristles and a storage area for new bristles, so that with just 
the push of a button, the old, dirty bristles drop off, and a new 
head of bristles slide out. 
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0005. It will also have a built in reminder that flashes red 
when it's time to replace it. An LED light (and/or a speaker 
with a voice recorded on a small computer chip), along with 
a simple timer device, will remind people that it is time to 
replace the old bristles with a new set. 
0006. The new bristle heads will be kept in a storage area 
in the handle, and additional heads can be in a separate con 
tainer, much like the blades of a disposable razor. When the 
handle and container are empty, a refill of new bristles can be 
purchased, and the handle refilled. 
0007. In order to shield the bristles that are in use against 
contamination from other sources when the toothbrush is not 
in use, the bristle head can be retracted back into the handle's 
Storage area. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

0008 FIG. 1 is the overall view of the Retractably Clean 
Toothbrush. 
0009 FIG. 2 is the location of the release button which 
releases a new set of bristles and ejects the old bristles. 
0010 FIG. 3 is the location on the toothbrush from which 
the new bristles would be dispensed. 
0011. An un-numbered Figure below FIGS. 1-3 shows an 
alternate version with a clock/radio in a chrome handle. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of replacing the bristles on a toothbrush 

quickly without needing to replace the entire toothbrush. 
2. A method of protecting the bristles of a toothbrush 

against contamination when the toothbrush is not in use. 
3. A method of reminding the owner of a toothbrush that the 

bristles on the toothbrush are old and need to be replaced by 
a visual signal. 

4. A method of reminding the owner of a toothbrush that the 
bristles on the toothbrush are old and need to be replaced by 
an audio signal. 


