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, 1

The present invention relates to a tape dis-
penser and more partieularly, -although not ex-
clusively, to a dispenser for pressure sensitive
ta,pe

The present invention ceonecerns itself with a
molded, two-piece dispenser, preferably made of
plastic material, which may be easily opened to
receive a Spool of tape, and -easily closed, and
wherein the parts cemprxsmg the same are held
together by 2 snug slip fit against any but wilful
separatlon

Whlle the invention is herein illustrated as be-
ing circular in plan, it is not se limited, as it
may be made in other shapes and forms, if de-
sired. )

An object of the- present invention i5 to pro-
vide a two-piece tape dispenser, economical to
manufacture, attractive in appearance anhd éffi-
cient in use.

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a two-Diece dispenser wherein the pieces
are held together against any but wilful separa-
tion by a snug slip fit.

A further object of the present invention is to
provide & compact dispenséir for pressure sensi-
tive tape having a severing strip or edge for
separating a piece of tape of desifed lehgth from
the spool. ) )

A still further object of the present invention
is to provide a small, convenieht dispenser for
pressure sensitive tape, which may be held in
one hand while the other hand draws out the
tape to desired length &nd severs it against the
severing §trip -or edge.

The present invention has for an additional
object the provision of a two-piece dispenser for
tape, which may be made of plastic material,
and may be colored if desired, with the pieces
colored alike or in contrast.

Another and still further object of the present
invention is to provide a tape dispenser which
will be an attractive adjunct to a desk.

The above, other and further objects of the
present invention will be apparent from the fol-
lowing description and accompanying drawing.

An embodiment of the present invention is
illustrated in the accompanying . drawing and
the views thereof are as follows:

Figure 1 is an elevational side view;

Figure 2 is a top plan view;

Figure 3 is a front elevational view;

Figure 4 is a central vertical sectional view
taken in the plane indicated by line IV~—IV of
Figure 2; and
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Figure 5 is an enlarged horizontal sectional
view.

The drawing will now be explamed

The illustrated dispenser includes one piece,
a top membor A, and another piece, a bottom
member B.

The dispenser is preferably made of molded
plastic material and preferably in cyliiidrical
shape.

The upper part A, as may be observed in Fig-
ure 4, has an ouber annular wall 18 and ah in-
ner annular wall {1, spaced inwardly from ‘the
outer wall. The axial length of the inner wall
1{ is less than that of the outér wall {8. The
outer wall {8 is providéd with a vertical slot 12

- which serves as an exit for the tape draWwn fiom
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the spool C within the dispenser. Adjagent the
slot i2 the outer wall 10 is forined Wwith a4 boss
i3 carrying a vertically disposed cutter edge or
strip 14, As will be hoted, the cutter edge or
strip is spaced outwardly from the wall 1§ 5o as
to leave enough of the end of the strip exposed
between the exit slot 12 and the ¢utter edge 14
so0 as to be easily grasped fof drawing out the
strip to the length desired, when more tape is
needed. This tape end 1s indicated at 15 in Fig-
ure 5.

As 3 means of adornment the ‘centiral portion
of the upper part A may be raised at 23.

Referring to Figure 4, the lower or bottom
part B is formed with an annular bottom clostre
16 having an upstanding marginal flange (7.
Rising from the annular bottom 18 the mémber
has a convergent wall {8 merging into an an-
nular flange 19 from which rises a é&ylindrical
collar 28.

When the two parts, A and B, are fitted to-
gether, the outer wall 10 snugly fits inside the
flange {7 of the lower member B, and the collar
28 of the lower member B snugly fits inside the
circular inner wall i1 of the upper member A.
‘When the parts are assembled the lower margin
of the inner wall Il of the member A rests
on the shoulder {8 of the lower member B, as
may be observed.

The fit of the outer wall 18 against the flange
i1 and the fit of the collar 28 against the inner
surface of the inner wall {1 is a snug tight fit suf-
ficient to hold the two parts together against
any but wilful separation.

It will be noted that this construction provides
a dispenser which is very pleasing on its exterior
and in fact may be said to amount to an orna-
mental object.

The construction of the lIower member B, in
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the maniner stated, furnishes an inner hollow
space, which is that within the collar 28, in which
a thumb or finger of the user may be inserted
for more easily holding the dispenser while with-
drawing tape from it.

In order to prevent relative rotative movement
between the members A and B the flange {7
of the lower member B is notched at 21 suffi-
ciently to receive the circumferential width of
the boss 13, the notch and the boss thus pro-
viding interengageable elements for preventing
relative rotation of the parts.

To insert a spool or reel of pressure sensitive
tape in the dispenser, the two parts are sepa-
rated by a pull. The reel or spool C is then ap-
plied over the outer surface of the inner wall
i1 of the upper member A, as a hub, with the
score 22 of the spool about the hub. The upper
member with the spool C added is then held in
upside-down position and the lower member B
applied by slipping it over the upper member,
in upside-down position, whereupon the .collar
20 fits within the inner wall {{ and the flange
{1 fits about the margin of the outer wall {8.
When the two parts are together, in fitted rela-
tionship, the shoulder {9 of the lower member B
serves as a ledge or bearing for the core 22 of
the spool C, as may be observed in Figure 4.

It will be observed that the dispenser of the
present invention consists only of two parts, held
together by a snug slip fit. Interengageable ele-
ments are provided to prevent relative rotation of
the parts when assembled.

The spool of tape C may he readily slipped over
the inner wall {1 as a hub, the end of the tape is
then threaded through the slot {2 and the ubper
and lower parts connected, When the gpool is ex-
hausted, the parts may be separated, the ¢ld core
of the speocl removed, and a new spool applied,
with the end of the tape led through the slot, and
then the parts reassembled.

It will be noted that the dispenser of the pres-
ent invention is easy to separate for replacement
of spools and easy to assemble. Furthermore, the
construction is such that the dispenser may be
easily held in one hand, and theé other hand
used to draw out the tape to desired length,
whereupon the tape is severed against the cutting
edge or strip {4. There is enough left of the strip,
between the slot {2 and the cutting edge 14, to be
grasped when another piece of tape is needed.

The dispenser might be colored, if desired, both
parts being colored the same, or the two parts
being in contrasting colors.

It is to be understood that the shape of the re-
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ceptacle may be varied from the cylindrical shape
shown without losing any of the advantages or
benefits of the dispenser.

The invention has been described herein more
or less precisely as fo details, yet it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not to be limited there-
by, as changes may ke made in the arrangement
and proportion of parts, and equivalents may be
substituted, without departing from the spirit and
scope of the invention.

I claim as my invention:

A dispenser for pressure sensitive tape com-
prising 2 molded two piece structure circular in
plan, one plece as an upper piece having a sub-
stantially flat top with a depending peripheral
flange and a depending centrally disposed cylin-
drical flange inwardly of the peripheral flange as
a hub for receiving a tape spool, said peripheral
flange having a vertically disposed exit slot for
the tape and having a vertically disposed boss ad-
jacent said slot supperting a vertically disposed
cutter, the other piece as a lower piece having a
flat ring-like bottom with an upstanding outer
peripheral flange to tightly receive the peripheral
flange of said upper piece and having an upstand-
ing inner peripheral hollow hub portion to enter
the hub of said upper piece with a tight fit when
said pieces are assembled to frictionally hold said
pleces together in operative relation, the outer
peripheral flange of the lower piece being aper-
tured to receive the boss of said upper pisce to
prevent relative rotation of said pieces when as~
sembled, and said lower piece having a horizon-
tal annular shoulder projecting from said inner
hub and constituting the sole seat means for the
core of the tape spool to support said spool above
the inner surface of the ring-like bottom of said
lower piece.

WILLARD E. GERBING.
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