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My present invention relates to improvements
in flowering gladioli of the type notable for size
and quality of bloom. The object of this inven-
tion is to provide a superior gladiolus of the color-

5 ing commonly referred to as “deep salmon”, with
very large individual flowers of good quality
which are unusually well placed and well formed.

My new variety originated as a seedling pro-
duced from cross pollination work carried on by

10 myseif, and it is a cross between Grand Opera
(the subject of Plant Patent No. 280) as the pol-
len parent, and Picardy as the seed parent. This
variety has been reproduced asexually through
several generations and its characteristics ap-

15 pear to be fixed.

The illustration accompanying this application
shows a portion of the spike of a plant of this
variety with flowers in approximately their true
colors but somewhat reduced in size.

Color plate references are to Ridgway’s Color
Standards and Nomenclature.

Following is a more complete description of
the plant and flower of this new variety.
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25 The plant

Growth:

Very vigorous grower, tips of spikes usually
reaching a height of 48 inches or more in my
gardens.

Blooming:

Usually each spike opens five to seven of its very
large flowers at one time, and has a total of
sixteen or seventeen flowers in all.

Foliage:

Usually 9 to 10 leaves. Tall. Center leaves 12
to 14'inches long and 1% inches wide. Droop
slightly at ends. Oriental Green (Plate
XVIII).

Stems:
Stiff and strong. Fully adequate to hold the
immense flower spike in an upright position.
Spike:
Unusually long, attaining a length of 2€ inches.
Arrangement:
Flowers symmetrically placed, facing in one di-
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rection. This is a consistent achievement of
my new variety.
Corms:

Exceptionally large. Have good covering.

The flower

The blossom:
Consists of six petals cf rather uniform size
and shape.

1939, Serial No. 264,807
(CL 47—60)

Size.~The individual flowers usually run from
six to seven inches in diameter. Much larg-
er than flowers of varieties of similar color
when grown under the same conditions.

Form.—The six rather uniform, pointed petals
give the flower the form of a six-pointed
star.

Petals.—Shape—pointed. Substance-—heavy,
making the variety very valuable for ship-
‘ping and long keeping. Aspect-—smooth and
unwrinkled. Color—Light Coral Red (Plate
XIII), with a small spit of Carmine (Plate

~ I) at the center. These colors are very rich
and soft.

Stamens.—The three filaments are white, the
anthers being white on the top and covered
on the bottom with light colored pollen whlch
appears almost gray.

Pistils~Medium size. Cream Color (Plate
XVI) with slight pink tinge. Extend very
little farther than the stamens.

Comparison

Other known varieties of similar color all have
much smaller flowers. Mrs. Leon Douglas, the
closest approach to this new variety in similarity,
differs in several respects, particularly in that
it has much smaller flowers and lacks the con-
sistency of this new variety in producing spikes
of bloom where the flowers are all facing in one
direction.

The most notable characteristics which in com-
bination readily distinguish my new gladiolus
from all other known “deep salmon” or Light
Coral Red varieties, particularly Mrs. Leon Dou-

- glas, are:

1, The general symmetry and placement of the
flowers, and the fact that the plant is con-
sistent in this respect.

The usually good shipping and keeping quali-
ties.

The richness and softness of color. -

The vigorous growth and resultant long spikes.

The great size of the flowers.

The heavy substance of the flowers.
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Having thus disclosed my invention, I claim:
The new variety of gladiolus plant herein de-
scribed and illustrated, characterized particularly
by its vigor of growth; its general symmetry; and
its consistency in producing well placed flowers
of very large size and soft rich Light Coral Red

and Carmine coloring as described.
CARL SALBACH.
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