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This ‘invention relates to carrier bags composed of
paper or other comparatively thin material, which bags
are usually stiffened or reinforced at the mouth, or boxes
composed of stiffer materials such as cardboard.

In some cases such carrier bags are not provided with
any special form of closure flap for sealing the bag at
the mouth, but in other cases special overlapping flaps
are provided which are superimposed when the bag is
closed. In the case of boxes it is the usual practice to
provide superimposed flap-like portions which are held in
their superimposed position to maintain the box closed.

The chief object of the present invention is to provide
improved closure means for such carrier bags or boxes
which will more effectively maintain the bag or box
closed at the mouth and also provide a convenient carry-
ing handle. )

A carrier bag or box in accordance with the present
invention has one or more string or like carrying handles
so associated therewith that the tension in the handle or
handles under the weight of the contents of the bag or
box holds the mouth of the bag or box closed.

It is proposed in carrying out the invention to provide
the mouth of the bag or box with one or more register-
ing holes through which one or both extremities of the
string or like carrying handle can be passed, the extremity
or extremities of the handle carrying a T tag or its
equivalent which can be easily threaded through the reg-
istering holes and will then assume a position in which
it cannot be withdrawn thereby holding the mouth of the
bag or box closed under the tension in the carrying han-
dle. ‘

Referring to the accompanying drawings:

FIGURES 1 to 4 illustrate one form of carrier bag
in-accordance with the present invention; ‘

FIGURES 5-and 6 illustrate-a modified construction;

FIGURES 7 to 8, 9-to 10, 11 and 12 illustrate four
further alternative forms.

" Referring in-the first .case -to FIGURES 1 to 4, the
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- which the extremities of the handle are passed, each ex-
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tremity carrying a device generally known in the trade
as a T tag 9. Such a device usually takes the form of
a length of metal bent into the form of a tube and en-
circling the extremity of the string handle, the string han-
dle emerging from the tube at its centre so that the tube
normally lies at right angles to the handle, but can be
moved into alignment therewith so that it can be easily
threaded through the holes which have been formed in
the bag during manufacture.

As will be seen clearly from FIGURE 2, the opposite
side of the bag is formed with a slot 10, the extremities
of which are of considerably less width and terminate in
holes 11. The same side of the bag as is formed with
the slot is also formed with two holes 12 for a purpose
hereinafter referred to.

Referring now to FIGURES 3 and 4, in FIGURE 3
that portion of the mouth of the bag which is provided
with the rectangular reinforcement 2 has been turned
downwardly and the edges of the bag adjacent the mouth
have been folded inwardly, only the flap like part carry-
ing reinforcement 3 now projecting in an upward direc-
tion. The lip part of the handle 7 has been threaded
through slot 10 and in course of turning the upwardly
projecting flap into the position shown in FIGURE 4,
the two T tags are passed upwardly through the holes
12 and the string handle drawn upwardly into a position
in _which the handle enters the holes 11. This has the
effect of drawing the upstanding flap downwardly into
2 position in which it lies in facial engagement with the
lower flap, thereby holding the mouth of the bag closed,
the tension in the handle when the bag is laden and being
carried, assisting in this process.

In the case of FIGURES 5 and 6, two such handles
are provided, but only handle 7 is used to secure the
upper flap in its closed position, the second handle 7a
being merely an additional handle which may be fitted
for ease of carrying and for the more uniform distribu-
tion of the weight of the bag’s contents over the rein-
forced top, particularly in the case of a comparatively
large bag.

Referring now to FIGURES 7 and 8, an alternative
form of carrier bag is illustrated and in this case the bag
is of the type in which the two sides of the bag adjacent
the mouth are brought together into facial engafrement

- when the bag is.closed:

carrier bag illustrated is of the box type, i.e. the bag

when opened out to receive a garment or article of cloth-
ing or other commodity, is of substantially rectangular
box-like shape, such a bag being particularly pleasing to
the eye and not being so liable to crease the article or
articles contained therein.

The bag is indicated generally by reference numeral 1,
the bag being internally stiffened at the mouth by means
of a rectangular stiffening member 2 and a second stiffen-
ing member 3 associated with the opposite side of the
bag, which second stiffening member has its corners cut
off at an angle of 45°.

The bag is formed with longitudinally arranged crease
lines 4 and with additional crease lines 5, shown more
clearly in FIGURE 3.

The arrangement is such that the bag can be dis-
tributed in the flat condition shown in FIGURES 1 and
2, but can be opened out into the positions shown in FIG-
URES 3 and 4 by the retailer when packing the bag with
the commodity which has been sold, the bag when opened
out being of rectangular box like form.

FIGURES 1 and 2 illustrate opposite sides of the bag
and it will be seen that in FIGURE 1 the front side of
the bag is formed with two holes 6 through which is
passed a string or like carrying handle 7, and with two
holes 8 which are more widely spaced apart. and through
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The bag is preferably remforced at the mouth, either
by means of cardboard reinforcing members or by fold-
ing the material of the bag inwardly so that the bag ad-
jacent the mouth is of double thickness.

It will be seen in this case that each side of the bag
adjacent the mouth is formed with a series of holes, 8§,
both sets of holes registering when the bag is closed.

The carrying handle 7 in this case consists of a com-
paratively long length of string or other flexible material
which is threaded through the holes in a zig-zag manner,
the tags 9 on the extremities of the handle preventing the
handle being pulled through the registering holes under
the weight of the bag’s contents.

The slack centre part of the string is used as'a carrying
handle, the tension in the string serving to hold the two
sides of the bag firmly together in facial engagernent ad-
jacent the mouth.

As in the construction previously described, the bag is
formed with longitudinal crease lines 4 so that the bag
is of the gusset type.

In FIGURES 9 and 10 a more simple construction is
shown wherein both sides of the bag adjacent the mouth
are formed with two holes, which holes are brotight iato
correct register when the extremities of the handie have
been passed through the holes in the opposite side of the
bag and the handle has been tensioned as in FIGURE 10,
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the weight of the contents serving to maintain the mouth
of the bag closed when the bag is being carried in a taden
condition.

As in the case of FIGURES 7 and 8, it is preferred to
provide the mouth of the bag with an internal or other
type of reinforcement, whilst the holes may also be re-
inforced if desired by means of washer-like stiffening
members 13.

The string or like handle as in the previously described
constructions is provided at its extremities with T tags
or equivalent members which can be easily threaded
through the registering holes and will then prevent re-
turn movement, the length of the tubular part of the tag
being greater than the hole diameter.

Instead of using two pairs of registering holes as in
FIGURES 9 and 10, a single hole may be provided in
each bag side which holes will be brought into register
by passing both ends of the string handle therethrough.
If desired the holes may take the form of a slot instead
of being of the circular formation shown, but in such a
case the length of the tubular or other bar-like part of
the T tag will necessarily have to be greater than the
length of the slot.

FIGURE 11 is a fragmental perspective view of a
carrier bag of the kind usually provided with a pair of
string handles 7. In this case, however, the extremities of
each handle carry a T tag 9 and each edge of the bag is
formed with four holes 8 which may if necessary be re-
inforced with washer-like stiffening members 13. The
handles may be arranged for example as shown, or the
T tags on one or both handles may be passed through
the holes which are not being used in the opposite edge
of the bag in which case the tension in the handles will
hold the mouth of the bag firmly closed.

In the case of FIGURE 12 the mouth of the bag is
folded over to bring four pairs of holes 8 previously
formed in the bag, accurately into register in which case
the T tags 9 on the single string or like handle are threaded
through to hold the mouth of the bag closed in its folded
over position.

Although in the foregoing description reference has
been made to the use of a T tag, it is within the scope of
the invention to employ any other device having the same
effect, namely of being easily insertable through the holes
or slots, but effectively preventing accidental removal.
Such a device may be of barbed arrow shape, in which
latter case the barb-like parts will prevent accidental
withdrawal.

Furthermore, in the case of the construction shown in
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FIGURES 1 to 4, although both ends of the handle are

provided with T tags, only one end may be so fitted, in

which case the registering holes in the superimposed flaps
may occupy a central position. It is, however, preferred
from the point of view of security to employ a construc-
tion shown in FIGURES 1 to 4.

I claim: )

1. A carrying container comprising a bag having an
open mouth, said mouth including side and end portions
foldable inwardly and upon each other to close said
mouth, stiffening members on said side portions, one of
said side portions having openings formed therethrough,
the other side portion having a slot and openings therein,
a string-like carrying handle having tags on the ends dis-
posed when the mouth is closed so that the tags engage
the upper of the side portions and the string passes
through said openings and forms a loop passing through
the slot to provide a carrying handle the openings in the
upper of the side portions being in alignment with open-
ings in the lower of the side portions, a plurality of the
string-like carrying handles being provided for more uni-
formly distributing the weight of the contents of the con-
tainer over the closed mouth.

2. A carrying container comprising a bag having an
open mouth, said mouth including side and end portions
foldable along fold lines inwardly and upon each other
to close said mouth, one of said side portions having a
pair of openings adjacent its fold line and a second pair
inwardly spaced from said fold line, the other side por-
tion having openings and a slot therein registering with
the said pairs of openings respectively when the sides are
folded, a string-like carrying handle having tags on the
ends disposed when the mouth is closed so that the tags
engage the outer surface of the upper of the side portions
adjacent said first pair of openings and the string passes
through said pairs of registered openings inwardly and
passes through the second pair of openings and the regis-
tering slot outwardly to form a combined handle and
closure locking means.
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