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The present invention relates to bathing suits,
and has for a general object the provision of a
“strapless” bathing suit which is free from sup-
porting straps commonly positioned over the

& shoulders or about the neck of the wearer, is at-
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tractive, comiortable and efficiently self-support-
ing.

A more particular object of the present inven-
tion is the provision of such a bathing suit which
is free from shoulder straps or similar supporting
means positioned over the shoulders or about the
neck of the wearer and efficiently self-supporting
to cover the chest of the wearer; fits snugly and
comfortably, tending to give the wearer more
freedom than do the usual types of suits, pre-
sents a pleasing appearance, and allows the wear-
er to obtain an even sun-tan on the shoulders
and neck and, if desired, on the back unmarred
by pale stripes common to the use of strap-sup-
ported bathing suits.

A further object is the provision of such a
bathing suit which is provided with supporting
means at the waist of a wearer upon which is
supported relatively stiff resilient members adapt-
ed to fit the body of the wearer and efficiently
to support the upper portion of the suit adapted
to cover the chest of the wearer.

Other objects of the invention will in part be
obvious and will in part appear hereinafter.

The invention accordingly comprises an ar-
ticle of manufacture possessing the features,
properties, and the relation of elements which
will be exemplified in the article hereinafter de-
scribed and the scope of the invention will be
indicated in the claims.

For a fuller understanding of the nature and
objects of the invention reference should be had

to the following detailed description taken in -

connection with the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Fig. 1 is a front view with parts broken away
of one form of the bathing suit of the present
invention; '

Fig. 2 is a rear view thereof;

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the rear side of
the supporting member used therein;

Fig. 4 is a detailed sectional view with parts
broken away taken on line 4—4 of Fig. 2;

Fig. b is a rear view of a modified form of the
present invention;

Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the rear side of
the supporting member used in the form shown
in Fig. 5; : '
Fig. 7 is a rear view of a further modification;
and ) ’

(CL 2—67)

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the rear side -of
the supporting member used in the form shown
in Fig. 7.

In accordance with the present invention a
“strapless” bathing suit is provided which is self- 5
supporting and free from the usual supporting
means positioned over the shoulders or about the
neck of a wearer. This is accomplished by means
including a relatively stiff member, that is, an
elongated semi-rigid member of resilient mate- 10
rial such as a narrow strip of flat spring steel,
metallic wire, bone, suitable composition and the
like. This member is shaped to fit across the
chest of the wearer, under the arms and to ex-
tend down to supporting means at the waist of 315
the wearer. 'The supporting means at the waist
is preferably a belt of relatively heavy stiff ma-
terial such as leather or heavy woven material.
The belt may be positioned either externally or
internally of the bathing suit and is made suit- 20
ably adjustable, as by means of adjustable fas-
teners, buckles, an elastic section, or by forma-
tion from a suitably heavy and stiff elastic ma-
terial. The adjustable feature is necessary to al-
low the waist of the bathing suit to be pulled up 25
over the hips of the wearer.

The supporting member has at least the front
portion adapted to cross the chest of the wearer
fastened to the bathing suit in any suitable man-
ner, preferably by turning the edge of the suit 30
thereover and stitching the turned over edge to
the body of the suit. To make certain that the
supporting member does not fall forward various
means may be used. In a bathing suit having a
portion covering the back of the wearer the back 35
portion serves this purpose. By having the side
portions of the supporting memper fitted around
the body of the wearer and converging down the
back such tendency is avoided. 'This result may
be augmented by the use of auxiliary ties or 40
straps, preferably adjustable, extending between
the side portions. A similar function is per-
formed by the structure of the preferred form
of supporting means wherein the ends of the
supporting member are rigidly secured to the 45
relatively stiff supporting belt.

Referring to the drawings, like numerals refer
to like parts throughout. - A bathing suit shown
therein comprises a main body portion 10 of any
suitable material such as knitted fabric having 50
an upper part Il adapted to cover the chest of
g wearer. In the modification shown in Fig. 1,
the upper part {f is secured to a member 12 of
relatively stiff material, that is, an. elongated
semi-rigid member of resilient material, for ex- 58
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2
ample, spring steel. The member {2 comprises
a portion 13 adapted to cross the chest of the
wearer and side members 14, 14 adapted to fit
under the arms and down the back of the wearer.
The side portions {4, 14 converge, as is shown in
Pig. 2, have their ends 15, [5 supported upon a
belt 18 at the waist of the body portion 18, and
preferably are secured thereto by means such as
rivets 17. The securing means, such as rivets
11, may also serve to secure the ends 15, 15 and
the belt 16 to the body (8. The belt {6 is further
secured to the body {8, when the ends 15, 15 are
secured to the belt, by means of the marginal
portion {8 of the upper part of the body which
is shown turnhed over and stitched to the body
of the suit to cover the member 12. The belt 16
is made suitably adjustable as by means of a
buckle 189.

When desired suitable means are provided for
securing side portions 14, 14 together to insure
against the upper part of the body of the suit
falling away from the body of the wearer. Such
means may comprise ties or straps 28, 20 se-
cured in any suitable manner to the side portions
14, 14, for example by rivets or eyelets 21, as
shown in detail in Fig. 4. These straps are pref-
erably provided with adjustable means such as
buckles 22, 22 and a strap 23 is preferably pro-
vided with end loops 24 and 25 respectively to
receive the belt 16 and the ties or straps 29, 26.

In the modified form shown in Figs. 5 and 6,
the side portions {4, i4 are crossed at the back
and secured to the belt 16 in any suitable man-
ner, either through the body 0 and on top of the
beit {6 or underneath the body 18 and belt 16,
by suitable means such as rivets 17T. Crossing
of the side portions (4, {4 avoids any necessity
of the use of ties or straps therebetween across
the back although such auxiliary tying means
may be used if desired. The elimination of the
tying straps across the back, however, will allow
the wearer to obtain a sun-tanned back unmarred
by pale stripes that may be caused by ties or
straps.

In Figs. 7 and 8 another modified form is shown
wherein the belt 16 is mounted internally of the
body 18 of the bathing suit. In this form when
the belt is made adjustable by the use of the
buckle {8, such means for adjustment are prefer-
ably disposed at the back, as shown, to allow
ready access thereto.

It is obvious that many modifications within
the scope of the invention are possible. Any de-
sired openwork or openings may be provided in
the body of the bathing suit. Auxiliary tying
means of various shapes and combinations may
be positioned across the back at various points
from a short distance above the waist line to just
below the neck line, which may be secured to side
portions of the upper supporting members or to
the body of the bathing suit. In the modification
shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the crossing side portions
may be detachably secured together at the point
of crossing after the suit has been put on. In
the modifications shown in Figs. 1 to 3 inclusive,
and 7 and 8, the converging side portions may be
spaced farther apart or closer together, even sub-
stantially meeting at the belt.  In the latter case
adjustment of the internally positioned belt may
be had by the use of an elastic section in the
belt or by the use of elastic material in 1ts for-

. ‘mation.

Since certain changes may be made in the
above article and different embodiments of the
invention could be made without departing from
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the scope thereof, it is intended that all matter
contained in the above description or shown in
the accompanying drawings shall be inferpreted
as illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

It is also to be understood that the following
claims are intended to cover all of the generic
and specific features of the invention herein de-
scribed, and all statements of the scope of the
invention which, as a matter of language might
be said to fall therebetween.

Having described my invention, what I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is:

1. A strapless bathing suit comprising in com-
bination an upper body part adapted to cover
the chest of a wearer, a supporting belt adapted
to be disposed at the waist of the wearer, and
an elongated semi-rigid member of resilient ma-
terial shaped to fit across the chest, under the
arms and down the back with the portions down
the back converging and the ends thereof sup-
ported on said belt at the back, said body portion
having the upper marginal edge thereof fastened
to said resilient member.

2. A strapless bathing suit comprising in com-
bination a body portion having an upper part
adapted to cover the chest of a wearer, an exter-
nal belt at the waist of said body portion to be
secured adjustably about the wearer, and an elon~
gated semi-rigid member of resilient material
comprising a portion fastened to the upper mar-
ginal portion of said upper part to extend across
the chest of the wearer and side portions fas-
tened to said body portion shaped to fit under
the arms and converging down the back of the
wearer with the ends thereof supported at the
back on said belt.

3. A strapless bathing suit comprising in com-
bination a body portion having an upper part
adapted to cover the chest of a wearer, an exter-
nal belt fastened at the waist of said body portion
to be secured adjustably about the wearer, and
an elongated semi-rigid member of resilient ma-
terial secured to and covered by the upper edge
of said body portion comprising a portion to ex-
tend across the chest of the wearer and side
portions shaped to fit under the arms and con-
verging down.the back of the wearer with the
ends thereof rigidly secured to said belt.

4. A strapless bathing suit comprising in com-
bination a body portion having an upper part
adapted to cover the chest of a wearer, a belt at
the waist of said body portion to be secured

-adjustably about the wearer, and an elongated

semi-rigid member of resilient material compris-
ing a portion to extend across the chest of the
wearer fastenéd to the marginal portion of said
upper part and side portions shaped to fit under
the arms and converging down the back of the
wearer without crossing with the ends thereof
supported on said belt.

5. A strapless bathing suit comprising in com-
bination a body portion having an upper part
adapted to cover the chest of a wearer, an exter-
nal belt fastened at the waist of said body portion
to be secured adjustably about the wearer, and
an elongated semi-rigid member of resilient ma-
terial secured to and covered by the upper edge
of said body portion coniprising @ portion to ex~
tend across the chest of the wearer and side
portions shaped to fit under the arms and con-
verging down the back of the wearer without

.crossing with the ends thereof rigidly secured to

said belt.
6. A strapless bathing suit-comprising in com-
bination a body portion having an upper part
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adapted to cover the chest of a wearer, an exter-
nal belt fastened at the waist of said body portion
to be secured adjustably about the wearer, an
elongated semi-rigid member of resilient mate-
rial secured to and covered by the upper edge
of said body portion comprising a portion to ex-
tend across the chest of the wearer and side
portions shaped to fit under the arms and con-
verging down the back of the wearer without
crossing with the ends thereof rigidly secured to
sald belt, and means in the back tying said side
portions together.

7. A strapless bathing suit comprising in com-
bination a body portion having an upper part
adapted to cover the chest of a wearer, an inter-
nal belt at the waist of said body portion to be
secured adjustably about the wearer, and an elon-
gated semi-rigid member of resilient material
secured to and covered by at least the front
part of the marginal portion of said body por-
tion comprising a portion to extend across the
chest of the wearer and side portions shaped to
fit under the arms and converging down the back
of the wearer with the ends thereof supported on
said belt.

8. A strapless bathing suit comprising in com-
bination a body portion having an upper part
adapted to cover the chest of a wearer, an inter-
nal belt fastened at the waist of said body portion
to be secured adjustably about the wearer, and
an elongated semi-rigid member of resilient ma-
terial secured to and covered by the upper edge
of said body portion comprising a portion to ex-
tend across the chest of the wearer and side
portions shaped to fit under the arms and con-
verging down the back of the wearer with the
ends thereof rigidly secured to said belt.

9. A strapless bathing suit comprising in com-
bination a body portion having an upper part
adapted to cover the chest of a wearer, a belt
at the waist of said body portion to be secured
adjustably about the wearer, and an elongated
semi-rigid member of resilient material compris-
ing a portion to extend across the chest of the
wearer fastened to the marginal portion of said
upper part and side portions shaped to fit under
the arms of the wearer and crossing in the back
with the ends thereof supported on said belt,

10. A strapless bathing suit comprising in
combination a body portion having an upper
part adapted to cover the chest of a wearer, a
belt fastened at the waist of said body portion
to be secured adjustably about the wearer, and
an elongated semi-rigid member of resilient ma-
terial secured to and substantially covered by
the upper edge of said body portion comprising
a portion to extend across the chest of the wearer
and side portions shaped to fit under the arms
of the wearer and crossing in the back with the
ends thereof rigidly secured to said belt.

11. A garment comprising in combination an
upper body part adapted to cover the chest of
a wearer, supporting means adapted to be dis-
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posed at the waist of the wearer, a member of
stiff material fastened to the upper portion of
said body part across the front, a pair of stiff
supporting members mounted on said supporting
means at the back shaped to pass upwardly under
the arms of a wearer and supporting said mem-
ber across the front, and means to secure said
supporting members together positively to pre-
vent them from falling forward.

12. A bathing suit comprising in combination
an upper body part adapted to cover the chest
of a wearer, supporting means adapted to be
disposed at the waist of the wearer, a semi-
rigid member of resilient material having a por-
tion adapted to cross the chest fastened to the
upper portion of said body part and side por-
tions passing under the arms and down the back
of the wearer with the ends thereof supported on
said supporting means, and means tying said
side portions together.

13. A garment comprising in combination an
upper body part adapted to cover the chest of
a wearer, supporting means adapted to be dis-
posed adjacent the waist of the wearer, a pair
of semi-rigid supporting members supported at
the back on said supporting means and shaped
to pass upwardly under the arms of a wearer,
means securing said members to said upper body
part whereby the latter is supported, a fexible
tie having each of its ends secured to one of said
semi-rigid members in the vicinity of the shoul-
der blade of the wearer when the garment is
worn, said tie constituting two portions converg-
ing downwardly and meeting substantially me-
dially, means to secure said tie to said support-
ing means, and adjustable means for coopera-
tion with said tie and said last mentioned means
to foreshorten the distance between said semi-
rigid members at the points of securement of
said tie thereto.

14. A garment comprising in combination an
upper body part adapted to cover the chest of a
wearer, stiffening means associated with the
upper body part adapted to extend across the
chest of the wearer toward the arm-pits, sup-
porting means adapted to be disposed at the
waist of the wearer, and a pair of relatively stiff
supporting members located in the back, each
having its lower end supported on said support-
ing means at the waist in the vicinity of the
small of the back of the wearer and its upper
portion extending upwardly toward the arm-pit
of the wearer when the garment is worn with said
upper portion of said supporting member secured
to an adjacent portion of said upper body part
and associated stiffening means, said relatively
stiff supporting members having at least their
upper portions laterally spaced apart in the vi-
cinity of the shoulder blades of the wearer and
cooperating with said stiffening means to sup-
bort the portion of said garment covering the
chest of the wearer.

SALVATORE F. DE BENEDETTO.
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