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This invention relates to an improved type of pre 
assembled packing unit, adapted to be easily applied to 
a shipping carton or other container, or to an unwrapped 
article if desired, and to secure a packing slip or other 
item to the carton or article in a manner such that the 
slip or the like is readily accessible to a recipient to 
whom the assembly is shipped, and can be easily de 
tached for review, filing or use. 

In conventional shipping practice, various different 
methods are utilized for attaching to the item or con 
tainer being shipped a packing slip, identifying the con 
tents of the shipment. In some instances, this slip is 
inserted within the interior of the carton, and is there 
fore accessible only after opening the carton, and Some 
times after a fairly extensive search to determine exactly 
where the slip may be located. In other instances, the 
packing slip may be placed in an envelope, and the en 
velope is then attached in some way to the outside of the 
item being shipped. In this case, conventional attach 
ment methods require more labor than would be de 
sired, and in addition usually attach the envelope in a 
manner such that both the envelope and contained pack 
ing slip tend to be torn upon removal from the item after 
shipment. 
The general object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a preassembled packing unit which is capable of 
attaching a packing slip, other pertinent papers, or small 
parts such as screws, nuts, brackets, etc., to the out 
side of a container or item with considerably greater 
facility than has been possible with prior expedients, and 
yet in a manner allowing very easy removal from the 
container or item at the shipping destination, without 
damage to the packing slip or the like. For this pur 
pose, I provide an assembly which is completely pre 
formed for easy reception and retention of a packing 
slip or other item, and which may be applied with facility 
and as a unit, together with the packing slip or the like, 
to the outside of the item being shipped. Preferably, 
a series of such units are wound together in roll form, 
to facilitate handling in use, with the various individual 
packing slip units being removable from the roll sep 
arately and successively for application to different pack 
ages. The entire roll may be contained within a box or 
other housing, having a slot through which the units 
advance outwardly, and are successively removed from 
the Toll. 

Structurally, a packing unit embodying the invention 
includes a carrier sheet formed of flexible sheet material 
and having a coating of adhesive applied to an inner sur 
face thereof, so that the sheet may be adhered by said 
coating to the carton or other item being shipped, or may 
be adhered to itself after extending about the item. It is 
preferred for most uses that this adhesive be of the pres 
sure Sensitive waterproof type, adapted to be adhered to a 
carton or other container or item being shipped or to 
itself, by merely pressing the unit thereagainst. 
To the inner side of the sheet, there is secured a thin 

receptacle, which is formed of sheet material and is adapt 
ed to receive a packing slip or other item to be carried. 
This receptacle may take the form of a thin envelope or 
bag, preferably formed of a waterproof or water resistant 
material, such as a water resistant paper or a resinous plas 
tic film. The adhesive desirably extends essentially about, 
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and for best results entirely about, this receptacle, to form 
a circularly continuous water-tight seal thereabout. 
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The outer surface of the carrier sheet should carry 
markings indicating to a recipient the fact that the packing 
slip or other item is beneath the sheet. For example, the 
carrier sheet may have printed on its outer surface the 
words "Packing Slip Underneath.” 
To facilitate removal of the unit from a carton or the 

like, there may be a non-adhesive tab on the carrier sheet, 
by which a person may easily grasp the sheet and com 
mence removal thereof from the item being shipped. This 
tab may be formed by securing a small piece of material 
to a localized portion of the adhesive, at the underside 
of the carrier sheet, to cover that portion of the adhesive. 
When the units are provided in roll form, the carrier 

sheets of a series of different individual packing units may 
all be formed as parts of a single continuous strip of ma 
terial, which may be weakened at locations between suc 
cessive units to enable the different individual units to be 
torn off successively. 
The above and other features and objects of the in 

venticn will be better understood from the following de 
tailed description of the typical embodiments illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a side view of a dispenser containing a roll of 

packing units constructed in accordance with the inven 
tion; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of successive 

units of the FIG. 1 roll; 
FIG. 3 is a greatly enlarged central longitudinal section 

through one of the units of FIG. 2, and taken on line 3-3 
of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a transverse section taken on line 4-4 of 
FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a reduced elevational view taken in the direc 

tion indicated by arrows 5 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary representation of a shipping 

carton having applied thereto a packing unit embodying 
the invention; and 

FIGS. 7 and 8 are views similar to FIG. 5, but showing 
two variational forms of the invention. 

Referring first to FIG. 1, I have shown at 10 a dis 
penser constructed in accordance with the invention, and 
including a rectangular box 11 containing a roll 12 of 
packing slip units 13. Units 13 may be wound about 
and carried by a central tubular cardboard core 14, which 
in turn may be received about and be rotatable relative to 
a cylindrical projection or shaft 15 formed of cardboard or 
the like, and projecting from one of the walls of carton 11. 
The units 3 form an elongated interconnected series of 
such units, having a first end 16 adapted to extend through 
a slit 7 in one of the walls of carton 11, and be adhe 
sively to an outer surface of the carton in the manner illus 
trated in FIG. 1. The strip of units has its second end 
adhered directly to the carrier tube 14, and it is wound 
spirally through many turns about the core 14 in extend 
ing from that core to the outer end 16. 
The main bodies of units 13 are formed as portions 

of a single continuous very elongated strip of sheet ma 
terial 18 which is perforated or otherwise weakened at a 
series of perforated lines or areas 19 (FIGS. 1 and 3), to 
divide strip 18 into a series of individual carrier sheets 20 
of the various individual units 13. Perforated lines 19 
extend directly transversely of the length of strip 18, 
that is, perpendicular to the parallel side edges 2 of the 
strip, so that each carrier sheet 20 has the rectangular out 
line configuration shown in FIG. 5. Strip 18 and its 
carrier sheet portions 20 may be formed of any appropri 

- ate flexible sheet material, preferably waterproof or water 
resistant in character, with a waterproof paper being the 
presently preferred material for this use. 
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The outer surface 22 of each sheet 20 of an individual 
one of the units 13 may carry markings 23 to be visible 
to a recipient of a carton to which the unit is attached, to 
indicate to that recipient the fact that a packing slip is 
located beneath the sheet 20. As indicated in FIGS. 2 
and 6, these markings may be printed words, such as the 
phrase "Packing Slip Underneath.' 
The opposite or inner surface 24 of strip 18 and its por 

tions 20 is coated, preferably continuously over its entire 
area, by a layer of adhesive 25, which is capable of adher 
ing to cardboard, wood, or any other material from 
which an item or carton to be shipped may be formed, 
and which will also adhere to itself. Secured to the cen 
tral portion or area of the adhesive coating 25, there is 
provided at the inner side of each sheet 20 of the strip 
18 an envelope, bag, or pocket 26, adapted to removably 
receive and hold a packing slip represented at 27 in FIG. 
3. Envelope 26 is initially flattened to the very thin full 
line condition illustrated in FIG. 3, but is openable to a 
thickened condition, as indicated in broken lines in FIG. 
3, to receive the packing slip. In the FIGS. 1 through 6 
form of the invention, pocket 26 is formed of two very 
similar layers 28 and 29 of resinous plastic film, prefer 
ably thin polyethylene film with inner layer 28 being di 
rectly and continuously adhered to the adhesive coating 
25 across the entire surface of sheet 28. The two sheets 
28 and 29 are of rectangular outline configuration similar 
to that of carrier sheet 20, but are substantially smaller 
than the carrier sheet to leave an exposed portion of 
the adhesive 25 extending continuously entirely about 
sheets 28 and 29, at 30. More specifically, the two sheets 
28 and 29 may have parallel longitudinal side edges 31 
along which the two sheets are heat sealed together (FIGS. 
4 and 5), and the sheets may have transverse end edges 
32 at one end, also secured together, either by heat seal 
ing or the like or by forming the two sheets integrally of 
a single piece of plastic film folded at edge 32 (see FIG. 
3). At the other ends of the sheets, sheet 28 may ex 
tend somewhat beyond the end edge 33 of sheet 29, to 
provide an exposed portion 34 of sheet 28 which presents 
a non-adhesive outer surface engageable by a packing slip 
or the fingers of a person upon insertion of a packing 
slip into the pocket formed between the two sheets, to 
thereby facilitate such insertion past the outwardly open 
able upper edge 33 of sheet 29. Thus, the two sheets 
form a pocket or enevelope into which a packing slip 
may be easily inserted downwardly, as viewed in FIG. 3. 
At and adjacent the locations of perforated areas 19 

of strip 18, there may be provided transverse strips of 
material 35 (FIG. 3), which may be formed of the same 
polyethylene or other resinous plastic film utilized in 
making pockets 26, and which strips are perforated along 
the same perforation lines 19 which divide strip 18 into 
its individual carrier sheets 20. Sheet 35 is adhered tight 
ly to strip 18 by means of the adhesive layer 25. The 
outer printed surface 22 of strip 18 is desirably treated to 
give it the characteristics of a release surface, to which 
adhesive 25 will adhere sufficiently to retain the assembly 
in the FIG. 1 roll form, but from which the adhesive is 
easily unwound without damage to surface 22. For this 
purpose, surface 22 may be coated with a silicone or other 
known release agent. 
To now describe use of the packing slip units illus 

trated in FIGS. 1 through 6, assume that it is desired to 
apply a packing slip to the outside of a carton such as 
that illustrated fragmentarily in FIG. 6 at 37. The first 
step in applying such a packing slip is to pull the outer 
free end 16 of roll 12 away from the contacted outer sur 
face of dispenser box 11, and withdraw the rolled ma 
terial far enough through slit 17 to completely expose 
one of the packing slip units, that is, far enough to expose 
the first perforation line 19. The leading unit 13 is then 
torn off of the rest of the roll along line 19, with both the 
sheet 18 and the small strip 35 being torn at that line. 
This leaves a narrow strip or half of the element 35 se 
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4. 
cured to each of the two units 3 which are torn apart at 
the designated line 19. After the leading unit 13 has thus 
been torn off, the next successive unit may be temporarily 
adhered to the outer surface of dispenser box 11 in the 
condition of FIG. 1, preparatory to the next successive 
dispensing operation. 
The folded packing slip for carton 37 is next slipped 

into pocket or receptacle 26 of the removed leading unit 
13, as illustrated in broken lines in FIG. 3. After such 
positioning of the packing, slip within the pocket, the 
user merely places the packing slip unit against an outer 
surface of the box, as seen in FIG. 6, with the pocket 26 
and adhesive material 25 engaging the box, so that the 
adhesive adheres to the box about the pocket and con 
tained packing slip. If the adhesive is a waterproof pres 
Sure sensitive type of adhesive, the user applies sufficient 
finger pressure to assure tight bonding of the adhesive to 
the box continuously about the packing slip and pocket, 
to effectively seal the unit in place. As stated previously, 
it is preferred for most purposes that such a pressure 
sensitive waterproof adhesive be employed, as for exam 
ple a latex base pressure sensitive adhesive. 
The presence of the narrow strips 35 at opposite ends 

of the carrier sheet prevents adhesion of the adhesive 
coating 25 to the carton at the locations of strips 35, so 
that there are provided at these ends a pair of non 
adhesive tabs by which a recipient of the package 37 may 
easily commence removal of unit 13 from the outside 
of the package, to attain access to the packing slip. 

It will of course be apparent that the unit of FIGS. 1 
through 6 may be employed for securing screws, nuts, 
washers, other Small parts, or papers other than a packing 
slip, to a carton or article with the printing on the sheet 
18 being changed appropriately to indicate the particular 
items retained by the unit. - 

FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 5, but showing a vari 
ational form of packing unit 13a in which the two sheets 
of pocket 26a are secured together along their two end 
edges 32a and one side edge 31a, but are separable at 
their side edges 33a so that a packing slip may be inserted 
laterally rather than downwardly into the envelope. 
Also, instead of the transverse strips 35 for providing re 
moval tabs on the successive units 13a, the arrangement 
of FIG. 7 illustrates a semi-circular piece of polyethylene 
film or other sheet material 35a applied to and covering 
the adhesive material at a localized semi-circular area 
overlapping the carrier sheets of both of the adjacent 
units 13.a. Sheet 35a is perforated along the same line 
19a at which the main carrier sheet corresponding to 
element 18 of FIG. 3 is perforated, so that successive units 
13a may be easily torn apart, leaving a portion of the 
element 35a on the corner of each of the parts, to serve 
as a non-adhesive removal tab. 

FIG. 8 shows another arrangement which is similar 
to that of FIGS. 1 through 6, except that a conventional 
paper bag 26b has been substituted for the pocket 26 of 
the first form, the bag desirably being formed of a water 
resistant paper such as glassine or water resistant kraft 
paper. The bag has a tab 34b at its open end, corre 
sponding to portion 34 of FIG. 5, and is seamed in con 
ventional manner at 40 and 41 to be closed along its 
opposite side edges 31b and lower end edge 32b. 

I claim: - 

1. The combination comprising a supply roll of pre 
assembled packing units wound as a series to form a 
many layered roll from which the individual units may 
be successively unwound and removed, said individual 
units comprising a carrier sheet of flexible material to 
be secured to an article to be shipped and having inner 
and outer Surfaces, a coating of adhesive on said inner 
surface of said carrier sheet and adapted to adhere to 
said article, a thin receptacle formed of sheet material 
and adapted to receive an item which is to accompany 
said article and secured to said inner surface of said 
carrier sheet, said carrier sheets of successive units being 



3,250,385 
5 

formed from a continuous strip of sheet material locally 
weakened at locations between the units for separation 
of one unit from the next, and small pieces of sheet 
material adhesively secured to and covering localized por 
tions of said strip of sheet material at said weakened lo 
cations and having outer non-adhesive surfaces and them 
selves weakened for separation into two parts for form 
ing non-adhesive removal tabs on the carrier sheets of 
two successive units. 

2. The combination comprising an elongated continu 
ous integral strip of sheet material wound in roll form 
with a large number of turns of the strip wound one upon 
the other, said strip having a series of weakened tear 
areas extending thereacross and defining a series of sepa 
ration locations spaced along the length of the strip at 
which predetermined different separable portions of the 
strip may be successively removed from the remainder 
of the roll for individual attachment to different articles 
to be shipped, said strip being perforated at said tear 
areas along lines disposed transversely of the length of 
the strip, a waterproof pressure sensitive adhesive coat 
ing a first side of said rolled strip and adapted to adhere 
to one of said articles without solvent, a series of thin 
pockets formed of two layers of sheet material carried 
by and wound within said roll, said layers defining there 
between a space enclosed on at least three sides adapted 
to receive an item which is to be secured to one of said 
articles during shipment, each of said pockets over 
lying and being adhered to only a portion of the layer 
of Waterproof pressure sensitive adhesive on the corre 
sponding one of said portions of the rolled strip, said 
waterproof pressure sensitive adhesive on each of said 
portions of the rolled strip extending laterally beyond 
the corresponding pocket and continuously and without 
interruption entirely about its periphery at a location to 
contact and peripherally adhere to one of said articles 
after removal of said portion of the strip from the roll, 
and thereby form a waterproof protective layer of the 
adhesive at an outer side of the pocket and extending 
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about the periphery of the pocket and protecting the 
pocket and its contents against contact with water, said 
waterproof pressure sensitive adhesive which is about 
the periphery of said pockets being in contact with and 
adhering to a second side of said strip of sheet material 
and thereby securing the strip in roll form, said second 
side of the strip being a release surface to which said 
adhesive will adhere but from which the adhesive is 
easily separable without damage to the surface in unroll 
ing said strip and removing said successive portions and 
carried pockets therefrom. 

3. The combination as recited in claim 2, in which 
said first side of each of said portions of said strip has 
an area at its edge which is non-adhesive to form a 
removal tab for stripping said portion from an article. 

4. The combination as recited in claim 2, including 
markings printed on said second side of said strip for 
designating the presence of said pocket and its contents 
when one of said portions of the strip is secured to an 
article. 
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