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UNITED STATES IATENT OFFICE, 
FRED L. O'CONNER, OF DORCHESTER, IVIASSACHUSETTS, 

DRUN. 

1,204, S2. 
Application filed December 3, 1915. 

To all chom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRED L. O'CoNNER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Dorchester, in the county of Suffolk and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in 
Drums, of which the following is a specifi 
cation. 
This invention relates to an improved 

drum and particularly to the Snare drum 
type of instrument. The principal object 
of the invention is to provide an improved 
means for tightening the head of the drum, 
the head engaging band or hoop being con 
nected with a tightening hoop adjustably 
mounted upon the body portion of the 
drum. 
Another object of the invention is to so 

construct this drum that the heads at both 
ends of the drum may be secured by similar 
Securing means, the head engaging hoop at 
the lower end of the drum being provided 
with Snare holding means. 
This invention is illustrated in the ac 

companying drawings, wherein there is dis 
closed a drum principally in elevation and 
having one side portion broken away to 
more clearly illustrate the construction of 
the improved drum. 
The body portion 10 of this drum is 

preferably formed of wood and is provided 
with a metallic jacket or covering 11 which 
is secured to the Wooden body portion by 
means of screws or other fasteners 12 and 
is provided with a thickened central 
tion forming a threaded band or collar 13 
as clearly shown. Openings 14 are pro 
vided so that the air may escape from the 
interior of the drum when the drum is be 
ing played. 
The heads 15 and 16 are formed of any 

suitable material such as a sheet of calf 
skin and fit upon the ends of the body 
portion as clearly shown. Rings 17 and 
18 are provided for the edge portions of 
the heads 15 and 16. The hoops 19 and 
20 engage the rings 17 and 18 and as these 
hoops are connected with the internally 
threaded rings 21 and 22 by means of the 
strips 23 and 24 it Will be readily seen that 
when the rings 21 and 22 are turned to 
engage the threaded collar 13 and move 
toward the center of the body portion, the 
hoops 19 and 20 will be drawn toward the 
center of the body portion thus very tightly 
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stretching the heads 15 and 16. Therefore 
by simply turning the rings 21 and 22 the 
tightness of the two heads 15 and 16 can 
be controlled. It should be further noted 
that the strips 23 and 24 will serve as hand 
holds for permitting the rings 21 and 22 
and hoops 19 and 20 to be very easily turned 
as Well as Serving as means for connecting 
the hoops with the adjusting rings. The 
Snares 25 are carried by hoop 20, and at 
One end are rigidly secured to the hoop by 
being provided with enlarged heads 26. 
The free end portions of the snares extend 
through the hoop and are connected with 
a suitable tightening device as shown at 27. 
There has therefore been provided a drum 

which is so constructed that the heads may 
be tightened very easily and very quickly 
and further a drum in which the heads 
may be tightened with a single operation 
instead of requiring a great many oper 
ations as in the case with drums in which 
the heads are tightened by means of keys. 
It should be further noted that with this 
attachment the heads will be stretched 
equally in all directions and that there will 
be no danger of the heads not being 
stretched properly. 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A drum comprising a body portion hav 

ing a threaded collar extending about the 
same, rings extending about the upper and 
lower ends of Said body portion, heads of 
flexible material for said body portion con 
nected with said rings, hoops engaging said 
rings, adjusting bands extending about said 
body portion and internally threaded to 
engage the threads of said collar, and strips 
connecting said bands with said hoops and 
Serving as hand holds to turn the hoops 
and bands. 

2. A drum comprising a body portion 
having a threaded collar extending about 
the same, adjusting bands threaded upon 
said collar, heads of flexible material for 
Said body portion, hoops having operative 
engagement with said flexible heads, and 
turning strips connecting said adjusting 
bands with said hoops. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signa 

ture in presence of two witnesses. 
FRED L. O'CONNER. 

Witnesses: 
THOMAs J. WALSH, 
BERTHA. L. PARKER. 
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