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(57) Abstract: The invention relates to a process for the manufacture of ethylene polymers and copolymers in which ethylene is

& compressed inaprimary compressor at athroughput of at least 55 tonnes/hour, mixed with recycled ethylene and further compressed
€ in atwo-stage reciprocating secondary compressor having at least 14 cylinders to a pressure of at least 2300 bar at a throughput of

o

W

at least 120 tonnes/hour, heating at least aportion of that ethylene to atemperature of at least 95°C and introducing it into a tubular
reactor of diameter at least 65 mm and a length of at least 1500 m, introducing initiator in at least three reaction zones to give a
conversion of at least 28% and maintaining apressure drop over the reactor to maintain aflow velocity of at least 6 m/s.
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