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(57) Abstract: A method for manufacturing an absorbent article (1) involves:
producing an unfinished absorbent article (1) having an absorbent body (10)
that absorbs liquids, a pair of belt members (30) that overlap the absorbent
body (10) and are arranged side-by-side in the width direction, which is or-
thogonal to the longitudinal direction of the absorbent body (10), and that are
fixed to each edge of the absorbent body (10) in the longitudinal direction,
and leg-surrounding openings (30HL) formed on both sides in the width dir-
ection; using a double folding device (73) to fold the absorbent body (10) in
half at a prescribed position in the longitudinal direction such that the skin-
side surface of the absorbent body (10) is on the inside; and using a protru-
sion device (76) that causes the pair of belt members (30) to protrude further
to the outside in the width direction than the absorbent body (10) by moving
the belt members (30) to the outside in the width direction while the absorb-
ent body (10) is being folded in half.
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