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Z0 d/Z ??h0m? ê¢ #m?dg/c07a¢¢7°7a; 
Beit kn0Wn that I,JAMES N.BLLIOTT, a citi 

Zen of Great Britain, residing at Battle Creek, 
in the country of Calh0un and State of Michi 
gan, haWe imWented and produced a neW and 
Original ImproWement in Lubricating Clasps 
Or Rings; and I do declare the folloWing to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
Same, reference being had to the accompany 
ing draWings, forming a part thereof. 
This inwention relates to that claSS of lubri 

CatOrS consisting, broadly, Of a ring made in 
Sections hinged together and formed with 
chamberS designed to contain an oil-retaining 
fiber or Sponge Which Will encircle the shaft 
and keep the Same.conStantly lubricated. 
Th? 0bject 0f my inWention is to pr0wide a 

dewice of the character Set forth Which Will 
fulfill all the requirements of Such dewices aS 
regards the constant and effectual lubrication 
of piSt0nS, ShaftS, and the like, and exclude 
duSt, grit, and the atmOSphere, and at the 
Same time be of Such c0nstruction aS to ob 
wiate the necessity of attaching it to and Sup 
porting it from a gland, and alSO of employ 
ing an oil-cup for keeping the fiber c0nstantly 
filled with oil, Whereby the dewice may be ex 
tremely Simple and compact in its construc 
tion and economical in the c0st of its manu 
facture. 
To these ends the in wention consists in cer 

tain nowel featureS in the construction of the 
dewice, Substantially as hereimafter described, 
and particularly Set forth in the Subjoined 
claim. ~ 

In the accompanying draWingS, illustrating 
the imwention, Figure 1 is an end wieW of my 
improwed lubricator attached to a piston, the 
latter being ShOWn in Section. Fig. 2 is a, 
Similar wieW With the SectionS of the ring dis 
engaged from each other at One end and the 
ring partly Open and alSO ShoWing a part of 
one of Said SectionS broken away to exhibit 

' the oil-retaining fiber contained therein. F'igs. 
8, 4, and 5 are details ShOWing parts of my de 
wice detached. 
A A are the tW0 tWin partS of the shell 

ring, which I prefer to make Semicircular" or 
cylinder-shaped, exactly alike, formed With 
Side Walls A7, thereby prOWiding am ammular 
chamber C, adapted to encircle the pistOn S, 
Which chamber is designed to contain the oil 

retaining fiber or sponge C', which is tightly 
compreSSed and held around and in contact 
With Said piston by Said ring. 
AS an oil-cup Or other dewice for constantly 

feeding a lubricant to the fiber is not used or 
neceSSaury With my imwention, the shell is ob 
Wiously imperforate, and the compressing of 
the oil-retaining fiber is important, as a com 
preSSed fiber obWiously holds more oil and 
actS more constantly aS a lubricant than a, 
fiber Which is not compreSSed and but loosely 
fills the chamber. . 
Each part of the Shell ring has at one end 

tWo thimbleS d, and at itS Opposite end a sin 
gle thimble d', Which latter is located in line 
With the Space Separating the thimbles at its 
OppOSite end and iS of the Same length as said 
Space. When the partS A A are together and 
the Shell ring locked, each thimble d// Will be 
located betWeen the pair of thimbles d of the 
opposite part, and they are held together by 
the pinS b,_paSSing through them, and by the 
Spring-latch. B. One of the pinS b serwes as a 
piW0t to the permanent hinge, and the other 
is used aSa remowable bolt on the latch side, aSSisting the Spring-latch in Securely holding 
the partS together around the pistom against 
any p0SSible accidental detachment. The 
Spring-latchBiS Semicircular in form, and 
One of itS endS iS rigidly Secured to one of the 
partS A of the Shell ring, and the other of its 
ends iS bent into. Suitable form for engage 
ment. With the thimbleS d_d', situated oppo 
Site the permanent hinged side of the img, 
and alSO to form the handle portion B/. 
From the above it Will be readily seen that 

I haWe prOWided an entirely practical means 
for lubricating engine-pistons, rewoluble and 
reciprOCating Shafting and the like, which will 
not requiregonnection. With an oil-cup for con 
Stantly feeding a lubricant to the fiber' and 
alSO does not require any connection with tho 
gland 0r a piStOn-head, but Will sustain itself 
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around the pistom or other mowable part of ^ 
machinery to be lubricated under ew6ry cir 
cumStance and ' contingency. The fiber or 
Sp0nge being compreSSed holds a considerable', 
quantity of oil, and being entirely inclosed 
On three SideS by the Shell ring and on the 
fourth side by the pistom or other part be 
ing lubricated and thereby protected, undue 
ewaporation of the oil iS prewemted and the 
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neceSSity for frequent remewal obwiated. The 
COnStruction of the retaining meanS is Such as 
to prevent any ain' or dust reaching the inte 
rior of the shell ring through the joints when 
the partS A. A are locked t0gether. 
In Order to unlock the parts A. A to permit 

the shell ring to be opened and removed from 
the part being lubricated for the purpose of 
remeWal of the fiber or Sponge, it is only neces 
Sary to remOwe the pin Ö at the latch end of 
the ring and raise the bent end of said latch 
upward a slight distance. It will thus be 
Seen that Such removal can be accomplished 
quickly and without any trouble, and the 
locking of the partS is more expeditiously ac 
complished, as it is Only necessary after the 
ring has been placed in prOper p0sition around 
the pistom or other dewice to press the two 
partS A A together at the open end, when the 
Spring B will automatically latch them, and 
the pin Ö being then properly inserted Said 
parts Will be held positively against; in oppor'- 
tune opening Or Springing apart. For mOSt 
uses the locking-pin Ö may be dispensed with, 
but for otherS (Such as a railWay-engine on 
the road) its use is absolutely eSSential. 

Practical experience has demonstrated that 
my lubricating ClaSp Or ring Can be inStanta 
neously detached, reinforced, and reattached, 
and that tO do this doeS not neceSSitate Stop 
page of the engine and does not in any way 
interfere With the mowing machinery, So that 
the necessity for Occasionally remowing it for 
the purpose of Substituting a neW oil-Saturated 

fiber' or Sponge Will not prowe a material ob 
jection, and the great Sa.wing in expenSe of 
manufacture and itS Simplicity of COnStruc 
tion ower those requiring and employing, in 
addition to the fiber' and a Sectional claSp, an 
oil-Cup and a meanS for Securing it to the 
gland or cylinder-head, coupled with its prac 
ticability, makes it wery adWantageOuS Ower 
said comparatively expensi we and Complicated 
devices. 
Hawing m0W described my invention, What I 

claim is- ? 

The herein-described lubricating clausp or 
ring, comprising the two SectionS A. A hinged 
together at one end and formed with thimbles 
dt, d/ at their Opposite ends, each of Said Sec 
tionS also hawing inwardly-extending Side 
Walls A7, forming chamber's designed to re 
ceive an oil-retaining fiber or Sponge, a pin Ö, 
remowably inserted through said thimbles, 
and a Spring-latch rigidly Secured at One end 
to one of Said partS A, embracing the Same 
and having its free end bent to engage Said 
thimbles and also formed to prOwide a handle 
portion B”, by which it may be readily de 
tached from Said thimbles by mowing itS bent 
end outward aWay from the Same. 

In testimony WhereOf I affix my Signature in 
presence of tWO witmeSSes. 

JAMES N. RILLIOTT. 
Wi[ messes: 

ROBERT STORBY, 
{3}. WW. NICHOILS. 
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