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To all whom, it maj eoncern:

Be it known that I, THOMAS LINCOLN of
Newark, New Jersey, have invented a certain
Improv ement in Flat Steel Keys, of which the
following is'a specification.

My invention relates to the method of cen-
tralizing flat steel keys in the key hole bush-
ings of Tocks.

Tt consists in plOVldng‘ such. keys Wlth a
spline, which is inserted and fastened in a lon-
gitadinal slot' formed in the stem of the key
opposite the bit, the key-hole bushing being
longitudinally recnssed to admit the sphne

The accompanying drawings, represenmncf
my invention,-are as follows:

Figure 1 is a side view of the key-blank,
showing the slot for the reception of the spline.
Fig. 2 is a side view of the spline-blank. Fig.
3.1s a view of the key with-the spline-blank
inserted and upset upon its opposite edges.
Fig. 4 is a transverse section through the hne
X X on Fig. 3; IFig. 5, a similar section, show-

‘ng a modlﬁca,tlon of the spline. Fig. 6 is an
elevation of a portion of a lock, showmg the
key -hole bushing fitted to receive my im-
proved key. - Fig. 7 is a longitadinal section
of the stem and spline, showing a modification

‘n the manner of fastening the spline.

The drawings showa ﬂat steel key made by
stamping the blank represented - in. Fig. 1
frotu sheet-steel of the desired thickness. - ’I‘he
stem A, imiediately opposite the bit B. is pro-
rided with the longitudinal slot C, for the re-
ception of the sphne blank D. The spline-

lank is fastened in the slot C by having its
opposite edges-d d' upset; whereby they are

expanded cmd lap upon the sides of the s’uem,
forming a double spline, as shown in Fig.

Instedd ofhaving thespline project from Loth
sides of the stem A it may,if desired, be made 40
to project from one side only, as shown in Fig.

B, in which, as will be seen, the slot C'is rep-
resented as having relatively-inclined sides,
and one edge, d’, of the spline-blank as bemO‘

80 upset-as to Ju&t fill the slot C without pro- 45
jecting therefrom, while the other edge, &, is

8o upset as to lap over the edges upon the side

of the stem, thus forming a single spline.

The key- -hole bushing Bi is lonoltudmally re-
cessed, as may be reqmred to admit the stem so
of the key, provided with a single or double
spline. 1Tt will of course be understood that
the spline may be secured to the stem by riv-
eting in various ways. Thus the spline may
be made, as shown in Fig. 7, with two teats, F 55
IV, which may be inserted throuwh two holes,

I f , in the stem, and upset acramst the side a

of the stem. .= By either modp of eonstructing
and- securing the spline the key will fit the
key-hole bllbhlllﬂ‘ and be centralized therein 60
by the spline.

I claim as my invention—

A flat steel key, in the stem of which, oppo-
site the bit, there is formed a loncrltudmal slot,
in which slot there is fastened a spllne, one or 65
both edges of which project from the side or
sides of the stem, as and for the purpose set

forth.
THOMAS LINCOLN.
Witnesses: ’
FREDERIC ADAMS,
TrmorHY E. SCALES.




