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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALFRED IB. WILLCOX, 

a citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Chicago, in the county of Cook and 

5 State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Doll-Supports, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to certain improve 

ments which have been made with special ref 
Io erence to their use in doll-supports, but which 

may be found useful in a great many other 
devices of a similar nature. 
These improvements are illustrated in the 

drawings by means of two figures, both per 
15 spectives, showing a doll-support embodying 

my improvements in two positions. 
The particular class of doll-supports to 

which the invention is best applied is that in 
which the doll is grasped about the waist by 

20 a spring-clasp supported by a suitable post 
or standard having an enlarged base to give it 
the necessary stability. As dolls vary greatly 
in sizes, these supports have been made ex 
tensible to adapt a single one to quite a range 

25 of sizes. A difficulty has arisen, however, be 
cause of the fact that the dolls vary in size 
laterally as well as longitudinally, so that a 
clasp which will fit tightly about the waist of 
one of the shorter dolls is not adapted to the 

3o greater proportions of the taller ones. It is to 
the overcoming of this difficulty that my in 
vention is directed, and the devices by means of 
which I accomplish this are illustrated in the 
drawings presented. Applying reference-let 

35 ters to the latter, A is a flat base-plate, prefer 
ably circular, having a post B rising from the 
edgethereof and terminating in a slotted head 
or eye b. A piece of wire C is bent to form 
a double portion c, adapted to slide readily 

4o through the eye, and two curved arms c', adapt 
ed to encircle the Waist of a doll. As these 
arms are pressed downward the eye or head 

b slides up the double portion of the wire, and 
as it approaches the arms holds them tightly 
together and contracts the broken circle which 
they form. When, however, the arms are 
drawn upward, the bent portion of the wire 
above the head or eye can expand by the sepa 
ration of the wires, allowing the arms to 
spread apart to receive a greater bulk. This 
makes the support self-accommodating within 
the limits for which it is adapted and renders 
it equally satisfactory for all sizes within such 
limits. 
The use of a single post or standard rising 

from the margin of the base-plate avoids in 
terfering to any considerable extent with the 
clothing of the doll and enables the doll to be 
so arranged that the entire support will be 
concealed from view. 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent 

1. The combination, with a suitable base 
and a standard thereon, provided with a fixed 
guide, of a pair of vertically-movable spring 
arms extending upward through said guide 
and adapted to be sprung away from each 
other above the same, whereby the upward 
movement of said arms to extend them verti 
cally makes them capable of a wider separa 
tion laterally, substantially as described. 

2. The combination, with a base and stand 
ard supported thereby, provided with a suit 
able guide, of a spring-clasp composed of a 
piece of metal bent upon itself to form a 
double portion adapted to slide up and down 
in said guide, and two oppositely-arranged 
arms extending from the tops of the respect 
ive members of said double portion, substan 
tially as described. 

ALERED B. WILLCOX. 
Witnesses: 

MARY LOUISA BUTLER, 
H. BITNER. 
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