
April 5, 1949. T. R. KOHER 2,466,444 
MEANS FOR PRINTING INDICIA ON PHOTOGRAPHS 

Filed June 12, l946 

15 

20 /6 

w 1. 10 
S - -- - - - - 

II s 
n de YAG'3A /2 
s abet HoA38 

Ae 233A 

Aeros 

A 2f OOS 

20 /8 

N 

Fi- . N 17 3 A3 
f4 
/6 /0 

N 
N 10 SS 
N 

20 2. -26 
s f N 

l/ 

- 18 
* N-30 

20 -28 
/8 s Inventor 

14 30 
77 oppors A. Ao?er 

. 49. 
f0 Acts; 
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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,466,444 

MEANS FOR, PRNTING ANSCAA 
ON POSOGRAPHS 

Thomas R. Kohler, Chicago, i. 
Application June 12, 1946, Seria. No. 626,219 

(C. 95-...) 4 Claims. 

This invention relates to a means for printing 
On photographs, and more particularly for print 
ing titles or dates thereon, indicating the subject 
matter or occasion on which the Snap-shot is 
taken, or the date of the picture, to recall certain 
events to identify the particular photographs or 
pictures in question. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

novel means by which photographs horizontally 
Or lengthwise, as well as vertically or crosswise, 
may be marked at either end, according to the 
direction in which the picture is taken, so that 
the identifying information may be printed under 
the picture or photograph to identify the same. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a novel means for printing a title or date on the 
sensitized paper upon Winich the picture is printed 
rom a film, after the film has been developed, 
So as to produce directly on the sensitized paper 
On Which the picture is subsequently printed, the 
identifying data, title or date or a combination 
thereof identifying the photograph, the means 
for printing on the photograph or sensitized 
paper. On Which the picture is printed from the 
film, being designed to accommodate varios 
Sized fins, arranged either vertically or horizon 
tally without modification of the holding struc 
ture, So that various sized photographs will be 
acconary 10dated singly by replacing an adjusting 
OF CO(gensating Strip or sheet, in the holder. 

Other objects axld advantages will be apparent 
from the details of construction and operation as 
more fully hereinafter described and claimed, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ingS forising Qart inereof, wherein like nuinerals 
refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 

Figl:re l is a face view of a holder by which the 
method of printing on photographs is accom 
plished, and showing the method employed for 
printing titles or dates thereon. 

Figure 2 is a similar view for printing on a 
photograph or sensitized sheet on which a picture 
is to be i'inted, arranged vertically, instead of 
horizontally or lengthwise, as shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 
3-3 of Figure 1, and 

Figure 4 is 8, Sectional view taken on the line 
A-4 of Figure . 

Referring to the drawings in detail, in which 
like reference characters designate corresponding 
parts throughout the several views, the means for 
printing on photographs or snap-shot pictures 
With titles, dates or other information identifying 
the 2hotographs, includes a rectangular opaque 
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opague material, but may be of plastic, metal or 
other suitable material which is relatively thin 
and opaque, and having narrow ends and 2 
and longituidinal sides or edges 3 and 4 consti 
tuting the top and botton edges thereof, the ends 
and side edges forming a rectangle. Running 
longitudinally of the top edge 3 is a narrow strip 
or raised marginal portion 5 of similar material 
forning a skiolder or stop 6 at the inner edge 
thereof, the strip being even with the edge 3 at 
its outer edge and in Spaced parallel relation 
thereto at its inner edge, as well as extending to 
the ends and 2 at the ends thereof. Cen 
trally of the length of the sheet 0, the strip 5 
may be marked with a center line which will 
represent, the center of the length or width in 
dimension of the sides of a sensitized sheet upon 
which a picture is to be printed from a negative 
film and centrally of which along one edge under 
the picture, photograph or snap-shot, the identi 
fying data indicating a season, occasion or date 
or any combination thereof is to be printed. 
Along the opposite edge 4, a similar strip or 

marginal raised portion 8, like the strip 5 is 
provided having an inner edge or stop 9 forming 
a shoulder the same as the shoulder or stop 6, 
due to the fact that, the strips 5 and 8 are glued 
or otherwise fastened to one face of the sheet 

, although it is to be understood that the edges 
may be turned or the shoulders in parallel rela 
tion, Ray be otherwise suitably formed as projec 
tions thereon. Between the strips 5 and 8, at 
one end, such as the end , suitable keepers, clips 
or fasteners 2 are anchored to the sheet 0 at 
the front, to project over the back of the sheet 
is in spaced relation thereto but sufficiently close 
to form a holding and clamping means for ad 
justing and corn pensating snailer rectangular 
sheets or replaceable and removable marginal 
raised portions 2 and 22 or others, fitting ex 
a?ctly between the strips or shoulders 5 and 8 
or 6 and 9 respectively, at the ends of the 
Smaller sheets 2 and 22. The clips 20 may be 
ordinary fasteners, or otherwise, which are of 
U-shaped form as clearly shown in Figure 4 of 
the drawings and provided with a burr 23 in one 
Side or leg, in order to anchor or fasten the same 
to the sheet i? by clinching the same there 
through opposite an opening 24 in the other leg 
or side of the clip. 

Centrally of the length of the sheet ) longi 
tudinally thereof and in alignment with the strip 
:8 and edge or shoulder 9 projecting from the 
back face of the sheet f , is a longitudinal narrow 

sheet of Cornpressed paper, fibre board or like 55 slot 25 over which the sheet of sensitized paper, 
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indicated at 26 is adapted to be placed, in order 
to accommodate the sensitized sheet or printing 
paper 26 upon which the picture is to be printed 
from the film, lengthwise and in the direction of 
the width, crosswise or horizontally or vertically, 
the compensating or adjustment sheets 2; and 22 
are made of different sizes. These sheets are in 
Serted beneath the clips 2 between the sedges Or 
shoulders 6 and 9, the length of the sheets if 
and 22 of opaque material being such that they 
fit exactly between the shoulders or stops it and 
9 formed by the inner edges of the Strips or 
raised marginal portions 5 and 8 so that the 
outer edges of the strips or raised portions 2 or 
22 are exactly in line with the ends , While the 
inner edges 2 thereof forming stops or shoulders 
parallel to the ends and 2 and perpendicular 
to edges 3 and 4 and edges, stops Or shoulders 
6 and 9 extend over the sheet (, and strips 2 

and 22 being of different transverse dimensions 
or widths, Will project over the sheet 3 differ 
ent extents or degrees so that the distances be 
tween the inner edges 2 thereof and the center 
line , as well as the center of length of the slot 
or opening 25, will be narrower or Wider to ex 
actly accommodate the standard Size sensitive 
sheet 26 so that its center Will exactly align with 
the center line i and the center of length of the 
slot or opening 25 when placed horizontally or 
lengthwise as shown in Figure 1 of the drawings, 
or Vertically as shown in Figure 2 of the draw 
ings. Thus, the different widths of the Strips or 
sheets 2 and 22 will accommodate the same size 
picture sheet 2. By varying the sizes or widths 
of the sheets 3 and 22, the device is made to 
accommodate different size Snap-shots or photo 
graphs, that is the negative films arid sensitized 
paper printing sheets 26 to be used in printing 
the titles thereon and on which the pictures are 
to be printed from the film, as well as the printed 
matter constituting titles or other identifying 
data in reference to the picture, such as the par 
ticular occasion or date thereof, or any combina 
tion of S3ch data. For this purpose, the sensi 
tized paper sheet of the same size as the film, as . 
indicated at 26, is placed so that its two corner 
edges or sides are against the shoulder 23 and 
the edge or Shoulder 2 of the strip 2, when the 
picture is arranged lengthwise or horizontally 
and is So taken on the film by means of the cam- : 
era. With the sheet 2 in position with its ends 
abutting the shoulders or edges 6 and S, the 
sheet Will be exactly centered with respect, to the 
center line and the opening or slot 25, so that 
the latter Will be located below the picture ap 
pearing on the sheet 26 when printed and natu 
rally, of the Same location as the picture on the 
fin. 
In order to produce or print a title on the pic 

ture Sheet, which Will be subsequently the photo 
graph or Snap-shot, a film sheet, or strip 28 is 
employed bearing thereon in parallel rows, any 
number of Suitable identifying data, or informa 
tion as indicated at 29, and appearing as trans 
parencies. While the data may be of any suit 
able character, it identifies different information 
Which identifies the particular picture to be print 
ed. On the sheet 26 of sensitized or chemically 
treated paper and may have reference to various 
events, Without or in combination with the dates 
thereof, and shown placed in position between 
the sheet and the strip 8 at a guideway or 
slot 38 formed therein, where the strip 8 is left 
loose or unsecured to the sheet 3 for a length 
equal to the Width of the strip or sheet 28. Thus, 
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a slot or guideway is provided for the film sheet 
or strip 23 to exactly accommodate the width 
thereof and to permit it to be slid into position 
so that any one of the titles may be centrally po 
sitioned beneath the slot o' opening 25 and rep 
resented in the drawings in a reverse position 
with the identifying information “Summer 1945.” 
The film strip 23 is placed between the back face 
of the sinee, 3 and the front face of Sensitized 
face of the chasmically treated paper sheet 26 on 
which the picture is to be printed, so that the 
remaining portion of the picture sheet of sensi 
tized paper 23 is protected by the sheet f from 
exposure to light, so that by exposing the por 
tion of the sensitized paper 26 through the slot 
25 and film strip 28 of opaque form, except the 
transparent characters 29, the subject matter ap 
pearing thereon, such as stated, will be exposed 
through the transparent data to the Sensitized 
sheet, to print, or produce thereon, the title Ol' 
other identifying information, including the 
event and date, which will thereby be printed on 
the sensitized face of the sheet 23. In Figure 1, 
the printing of such data, to identify the pic 
ture, will be beneath the picture lengthwise 
thereof, that is in the direction of its long di 
mersion. However, by Substituting a slightly 
Wider Shaet, 2 for the sheet 2 of the Sane Opaque 
material as the sheet, , beneath the clipS 23 aS 
shown iri Figure 2 of the drawings, the sensitized 
sheet, 28 of the same size as that employed in 
Figure . Of the du'awings will be exactly accom 
Yodated between the inner edge 2 of the sheet 
22 and the edge 9 at one corner, to centrally 
position the sheet 23 with the long dimension 
vertically instea is of lengthwise horizontally, with 
the center or galage line A extending centrally 
and vertically of the sheet, 28 and the slot ol' open 
ing 25 also centially beneath the picture to be 
printed on the sheet, 36 and below the same at 
its narrow botton edge. By exposure, and later 
developinent of the sheet 26 from the film, the 
title of identifying infoinnation wiki appear di 
rectly beneath the picture and centrally of the 
Width of the photographic sheet. By varying the 
Sizes cf the sheets 2 and 22, which in Figures 
1 and 2 of the drawings are shown to accoin 
modate a size 129 film or picture horizontally and 
vertically respectively, various size photographs 
and films may be accomraodated by the device, 
simply by replacing the sheets in lieu of the 
sheets 2E and 22, which varies the distance be 
twear the inner edges thereof and the center line 
or gauge as Well as the Center of length of the 
slot, or opening 25, so as to always have the sensi 
tized sileet 33 centrally arranged with respect to 
said gauge line and slot when placed lengthwise 
horizontally or vertically, according to the posi 
tion of the picture thereosh, 
While in the foregoing there has been shown 

and describad the preferred embodiment of this 
invention it is to be understood that minor 
changes in the details of construction, arrange 
ninent and combination of garts may be resorted 
to With Ouit departing from the spirit and Scope of 
the invention as claimed. 
What I claim is: 
l. A device for printing on sensitized sheets, 

consisting of an opaque sheet with a cential 
longitudinal slot, a first stop on one edge of said 
sheet, a, center line on said stop, a second stop 
On the opposite edge of Said sheet and parallel 
to the first stop, a longitudinal slit centrally posi 
tioned in Said second stop to serve as a guide 
for an opaque strip, and a compensating sheet 
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of predetermined size removably disposed be 
tween said stops to position a sensitized sheet 
so that its center is exactly aligned with the 
centerline on said first stop. 

2. The combination of claim 1, wherein Said 
stops extend the length of said opaque sheet 
and abut and guide the movement of said com 
pensating Sheet. 

3. The combination of claim 2, wherein said 
compensating sheet is removably held in fixed 
position on said opaque sheet by means of clips. 

4. The combination of claim 1, wherein said 
longitudinal slit on said stop and said longitudinal 
slot on said opaque sheet are axially aligned for 
movement of an opaque strip through said slit 5 
and Over Said Slot. 

THOMAS R. KOHTER, 
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