
W. C. SHIPHERD. 

Check-Hook Guard for Harness. 

No. 131,793. Patented Oct. 1, 1872. 

2/ZZeesses. Aewee Aap. 

5%: 7: 44% 

, avore-arroa Pacca A. rosaoises ocess/ 

  

  

  

  



WILLIAM. C. SHIPHERD, OF CLEVELAND, OHIO. 
IMPROVEMENT IN CHECK-Hook GUARDS FOR HARNESS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 231,793, dated October 1, 1872. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAMC. SHIPEIERD, 

of Cleveland, in the county of Cuyahoga and 
State of Ohio, have invented certain Improve 
ments in Check-Hook Guard, of which the fol lowing is a specification: 
This invention relates to improvements in 

that portion of harness known as check-hooks; 
and it consists in the construction and form of 
the guard and the mode of pivoting it to the 
slotted end of the check-hook so that the welt 
and jockey of the saddle, and the bolt that 

E. connects the jockey with the saddle, are pro 
tected from wear and abrasion thereby. 
In the drawing, Figure 1 is a view of a 

check-hook having my improved guard at 
tached, and showing a section of the saddle; 
and Fig. 2 is a view of the hook partly in sec 
tion to show the manner of pivoting my guard. 
A is the check-hook; B, the guard; c, the 

thumb-piece for tilting the guard; D, a por 
tion of the check-rein; F, the saddle; E, the 
cantle thereof; H, the bolt for attaching the 
check-hook to the saddle; C, the welt. 
Guards for check-hooks, as heretofore con 

structed, have been pivoted at one end to the 
check-hook while, the opposite end rested 
loosely upon the forward portion of the saddle, 
the welt, jockey, or the bolt that connected the 
jockey with the saddle, and was at liberty to 
rise and fall with every motion of the horse, as 
a consequence of which the welt and jockey of 
the saddle, or the bolt that connected the 
jockey with the saddle, soon become defaced, 
worn, and unsightly. 
To remedy this defect I have constructed 

my guard B. With a heavy or weighted end, d, 
which end of the lever or arm falls suffi 
ciently low to prevent the exit of the rein, but 
not low enough to rest upon the Welt, jockey, 
or bolt of the saddle; at its opposite extrem 
ity a thumb-piece, c, forming the short arm of 
the lever. Just below the thumb-piece c, at 
the point marked e, the guard B has a curved 
bearing-surface, bounded upon the lower side 
by the long arm of the lever, and upon the 
upper by projection or stop b, and is pivoted 
to the end of check-hook A. The check-hook 
is slotted at its end to receive the guard B, 

and is recessed slightly upon its under side to 
allow a free upward movement of the long 
arm of the lever. The downward movement 
of the long arm is checked at a certain point, 
and before it touches the welt, jockey, or bolt, 
by the projection b upon the short arm of the 
lever striking against the upper surface of the 
check-hook. By pressing upon the thumb 
piece c the long arm of the lever can be caused 
to describe about one-eighth of a circle and 
assume the position shown in dotted lines Fig. 
1, which will permit of the ready withdrawal 
of the check-rein, and when the finger is re 
moved from the thumb-piece the long arm will 
fall toward the welt and jockey or bolt, but 
before it can strike will be arrested by the 
projection b, coming in contact with the check 
hook. As the end d of arm B is weighted it 
is evident that, while the guard is at liberty to 
rise and fall with the motion of the horse, it will 
nevertheless have the tendency to retain the 
position shown in the drawing; and it is 
equally evident that the Welt and jockey, or 
the bolt of the saddle, are not liable to become 
abraded. - 

I do not claim a guard pivoted upon the 
end of a check-hook, the long arm of which 
rests upon the bolt that secures the jockey 
upon the saddle, for such is not new. The 
object of my invention is to prevent contact 
of the pivoted guard with the welt, the jockey, 
or the bolt that connects the jockey with the 
saddle; for, such portions of a saddle being 
generally highly finished and ornamented, 
they are easily disfigured and their attractive 
appearance destroyed if the metal guard is 
permitted to come in contact with such parts. 
What I claim as my invention is 
The check-guard B, having the projection 

b and weighted end d, constructed and oper 
ating in connection with the slotted end of the 
check-hook A, as herein described, and for the 
purpose set forth. 
To the above I have signed my name this 

19th day of March, 1872. 
WILLIAM C. SHIPHERD. 

Witnesses: 
JNO. J. SHIPHERD, . 
FRANK CADY. 

  

  

  


