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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,605,151 

OBSTETRICAL AND DELIVERY OFERATING 
TABLE 

Hyman Robert Sham paine, Clayton, Mo. 
Application March 23, 1949, Seria No. 82,945 

(C. 311-7) 6 Claims. 

This invention relates in general to medical op 
erating tables and, more particularly, to certain 
new and useful improvements in obstetrical and 
delivery operating tables. 
The primary object of the present invention is 

to provide an obstetrical table Which may be ele 
wated to various heights and tilted through a full 
range of angular positions from the Trendelen 
burg position to the reverse Trendelenburg posi 
tion. . . 

It is another object of the present invention to 
provide an obstetrical table Which is uniquely 
constructed So that all movements may be read 
ily and conveniently controlled by the anesthetist 
from the head end of the table. 

It is also an object of the present invention to 
provide an obstetrical table having a main body 
Supporting portion and an underslung drawer 
like leg-supporting portion arranged to move hor 
izontally and Vertically without any appreciable 
angular rocking or Swinging movement So that the 
table can be used either as a labor bed or a de 
livery table, as necessity requires, and may be 
quickly transposed from one such function to the 
other Smoothly and without danger of jarring or 
otherwise affecting the patient. 

It is another object of this invention to provide 
an obstetrical table having a section for support 
ing a patient's legs, which sectionis normally con 
cealed within the table and is freely shiftable 
therefrom into outward operative position. 
A further object of the present invention is to 

provide a shiftable leg supporting section having 
a, Cushion-containing receptacle which is ele 
Wated by unique means into co-planar alignment 
With the top surface of the table after the section 
has reached a position forward of the table. 
An additional object of the present invention 

is to provide locking means cooperable with the 
Cushion receptacle whereby unauthorized de 
pression of said receptacle is prevented when the 
legs. Supporting section is in operative position. 
A further object of the present invention is to 

provide.an obstetrical table which is durable, eco 
nomical in construction, and reliable in operation. 
With the above and other objects in view, my 

invention resides in the novel features of form, 
construction, arrangement, and combination of 
parts presently described and pointed out in the 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawings (5 sheets) : 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of an ob 

stetrical table constructed in accordance with and 
embodying the present invention; . . 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of the obstetrical 
table; 
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Figure 3 is a longitudinal sectional view taken 

along line 3-3 of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is an end elevational view of the ob 

Stetrical table; 
Figure 5 is a transverse sectional view taken 

along line 5-5 of Figure2; 
Figures 6 and 7 are sectional views taken along 

lines 6-6 and -i, respectively, of Figure 1: 
Figure 8 is a fragmentary Sectional view take 

along line 8-8 of Figure 6; S. 
Figures 9 and 10 are fragmentary sectional 

Views taken along lines 9-9 and 9-0, respec 
tively, of Figure 7; 

Figure 11 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
along line f-f of Figure 9; 

Figure. 12 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
along line 2-2 of Figure 10; 

Figure 13 is a fragmentary sectional view taken 
along line 3-3 of Figure 3; and . 

Figure 14 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
of the obstetrical table With the leg section there 
Of in retracted position. 

Referring noW in more detail and by reference 
characters to the drawings which illustrate a pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention, A 
designates an obstetrical table having a general 
ly rectangular base provided with leg formations 
2 at the four corners thereof. Concealed within 
each leg formation 2 is a suitably mounted caster 
3 Optionally maintained in upper, locked position 
or lower, rolling position by operatively connected 
pedal extensions 4, 5, projecting outwardly 
through slots 6, 7, respectively, in the rearward 
side of the base . Suitably mounted on the base 
f is a pedestal or column member 8 having housed 
therein a cylinder 9 vertically shiftable by con 
ventional hydraulically operated means (not 
shown) arranged for actuation by a pedal O 
which extends outwardly through a slot in the 
pedesta 8. 
A plate-like casting f2 is secured to the upper 

end face of the cylinder 9 by screws 13, said 
casting 2 being integrally provided with a de 
pending skirt. 4 and spaced parallel upstand 
ing boSSes 5, 5. 

Extending through Suitable aligned apertures 
in the b0SSes 5, 5’, is a pivot shaft 6 secured 
at its ends in the central portions of spaced, 
parallel longitudinally extending sections 1, 1’, 
of a main frame 8 of a body-section 9, which 
comprises upstanding parallel side walls 20, 2, 
which, at their rearward ends (reference being 
had to the left of Figure 1) are turned in 
wardly in the provision of relatively narrow sup 
port walls 20', 2', with the rearward end of the 
body-Section 9 being open therebetween, as at 
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22. Secured to the forward and rearward end 
of the upper margins of the walls 20, 2?, are the 
ends of transversely attending angle sections 23 
and similar angle sections 23 are Secured along 
the upper margins of said Walls 20, 2. Secured 
to the angle sections 24 are the ends of a plural 
ity of parallel transverse slats 25 which support 
a pad or cushion 26 disposed over the chamber 
like interior of the body-section 9, the latter 
being open at its forward end, as at 27. 
The main frame 8 comprises upstanding cut 

out side Walls 28, 28, integrally connected by 
transverse parallel brace bars 29, 30. 

either end thereof are relatively short flanges 3, 
3, integrally joined at their inner ends to the 
rearward end of the sections f, T', respective 
ly, which are integrally connected at their for 
Ward ends to the inner ends of short transverse 
walls 32, 32', which are equal in length, and 
parallel to, flanges 3, 3’. The sections 7, fl', 
are further integrally connected to the side 
walls 28, 28', by walls 33, 33, which are parallel 
to and positioned rearwardly of the walls 32, 32', 
respectively. The walls 32 and 33, and 32' and 2: 
33' are each provided on their upon margins 
with elevated portions, as at 34, and are joined 
by longitudinal partitions 35, 35, respectively, 
extending therebetween in parallel relation to 
the sections , , respectively. 
Journaled in and projecting at its ends 

through the rear support wall 2' and the trans 
verse flange 3' is a shaft 36, rigidly provided 
on its rearwardly projecting end. With a hand 
Wheel 37. On the forward end of the shaft 35 
there is secured a bevel gear 38 meshingly en 
gaged with a pinion 39 secured on One end of 
transverse shaft 40 journaled by bearings 48 
and extending through the sections , , and 
suitable apertures in spaced upstanding legs 4, 
& of a bracket 42 disposed between the Sec 
tions 7, 7, as may best be seen in Figure 5. 
Secured upon the shaft 40 inwardly of the legs 
4, 4', is a bevel gear 43 engaged with a pinion 
44. mounted on the upper projecting end of a 
-vertically disposed screw shaft 45, of the So 
called Trendelenburg type, extending through. 
the bracket 42 and Supported therein by a thrust 
bearing 46 and a washer 4. Near its lower end 
the screw shaft 45 is engaged by a Screw nut 
A8 provided with diametrally opposed relatively 
shallow drill-holes 49, 49, for receiving the ends 
of pivot bolts or trunnion members 50, 5’, re 
spectively, mounted on opposite Sides of the 
lower end of a support arm 5 Secured at its up 
per forward end by screws to the casting f2. 
By rotation of the shaft 36 through operation. 

of the hand wheel 37 the table 9 may be pivoted 
about the axis of the pivot shaft 6 to facilitate 
administration of requisite treatment to any 
particular patient. It should be noted that the 
screw nut 48 is pivotable about the pivot boltS 
49, 49', thereby permitting the screw shaft 40 
to be swung about said pivot as the screw 45 is 
threaded downwardly or upwardly through the 
nut 48, as necessary, to raise or lower the body 
section f 9, thus assuring operative engagement 
at all times between the gear 43 and the pinion. 
44. - . 

Journaled in and projecting through the rear 
support Wall 20', the flange 3, and the Walls 
32, 33, is a shaft 52, parallel to and in the Same 
plane as the shaft 36 and having mounted On 
its rearwardly projecting end a hand wheel. 53. 
Secured on said shaft 52, intermediate the walls 
32, -33, is a worm gear 54 meshingly engaged 
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4. 
with a concave gear 55 which is suitably 
mounted on one end of a transversely extend 
ing shaft 56, journaled by a bearing 57 in the 
partitions 35, 35', and extending through Suit 
able apertures 58 in the sections , 7. 
Mounted on the Shaft 56 by collars 59, 59, ad 
jacent the inwardly presented face of each par 
tition 35, 35, are spur gears 60, 60, respectively. 
The gears 60, 60', are meshingly engaged with 
longitudinally extending gear racks 61, 6, ad 
justably Secured by screws 62, 62', to flanges or 
ribs 63, 63", respectively, depending from the 
underside of a bottom plate 64, which, as will 
presently be described, is a part of the actuator 
frame f of the leg section 65. Threaded through 
suitable apertures in the plate 64 are adjust 
ment Screws 66, 66, their lower end abutting 
against the upper margin of the gear racks 6, 
6, respectively, whereby vertical adjustment 
of the racks 6, 6 ', may be accomplished. 
The leg. section 65 is normally disposed in a 

concealed, manner within the chamber-like in 
terior of the body-Section 9, but through the 
driving cooperation of the Spur gears 60, 60', 
and the gear racks 6, 61, respectively, the leg 
section. G5 may be optionally shifted from said 
concealed position to a position forwardly of 
the body-section 9 for supporting the legs of a 
patient, as will now be more fully described. . 

Secured to the opposite longitudinal margin 
of the bottom plate 64 are upstanding parallel 
side plates 67 which are outwardly flanged at 
their upper and lower margins in formation of a 
substantially rigid channel. Each of the side 
plates 67 is provided with a pair of Spaced, cam 
ming slots s, each slot extends from a point ad 
jacent the lower margins of the side plates 67 
rearwardly and upwardly at an angle of ap 
proximately 60° thereto, terminating at its upper 
end in a second short locking-dwell 68, adjacent 
and parallel to the upper longitudinal margin of 
the side plates S. Also provided in each of Said 
plates 67, rearwardly of each slots, is a longitu 
dinal slot 69, all as best seen in Figure 9. 
Movably disposed within each slot S is a ball 

bearing roller 70 of the cam-follower type, 
mounted on a roller shaft 7, extending through 
each slots and having a second roller 72, mounted 
on its outer end. The inner end of each shaft 7 
extends through a spacing Washer 3 and 
threadedly mounted in a flange 74, depending 
from the side wall of a rectangular cushion-frame 
75 designed to support a cushion or pad 16. 
Each roller 72 is disposed between a pair of up 

standing guides 7,78, which are suitably secured 
to longitudinal plates 79, each being spaced out 
wardly from and parallel to one of the plates 
67. Said plates 79, being inwardly turned at 
their forward margins in the provision of flanges 
79, are longer than the plates 67, and are con 
nected at their rear Ward ends by a Support bridge 
80 and at their forward ends by a Spacer rod 
80'. 
Secured to the outer face of each of the plates 

79, is a channel-shaped slide-rail 8 for co 
operation with rollers 82 spacedly mounted on 
the inner faces of each of the side walls 20, 2, 
of the frame 8. Also secured to the outer faces 
of each of the plates 79, and extending above.the 
upper margins thereof, are channel shields 83 
which are curved inwardly at their upper mar 
gin in vertically spaced covering relation to the 
upper margins of the plates 6 and the guides 
7, 18. (Figure 7.) Extending through each of 
the slots 69 in the plates 67 are roller shafts 84 
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threadedly mounted in blocks 85, welded or other 
wise, suitably mounted upon the inner faces of 
the plates 79. Threadedly mounted in and ex 
tending through the plate 79 in axial alignment 
with each roller shaft 84 is a set screw 86 adapted 
to permit locking adjustment of the roller shafts 
'84. Mounted on each roller shaft 84 and dis 
posed within one of the slots 69 is a roller 87. 

Extending through the plate 79 in the rearward 
lower portion thereof is the outer end of a short: 
shaft 90 which extends through a bearing collar 
9 welded on One of the inner faces of the plate 
19. Pinned to the shaft 90 is a collar 92 to . One 
end face of which is welded a rocking arm 93, hav 
ing a forwardly and upwardly presented, inclined "l 
cam face 93. InWardly of the rocking arm 93, 
the shaft 90 projects through an aperture 94 in 
the forward end of a bracket or stabilizing arm 
95, which is formed with an offset bend and is 
secured by bolts 96 to the inner face of the plate 
79. (Figure 12.) Encircling the inwardly pro 
jecting end of the shaft 90 is a spring 97 anchored 
at its one end by extending through suitable 
apertures in the shaft 90 and anchored at its 
other end in the bracket 95, whereby upon rota- : 
tion of the shaft 90 tension may be effected on 
said spring 97. Pinned upon the outer end of the 
shaft. 90 is a collar 98 and welded to the outer end 
face thereof is an extending stop latch 99, having 
a semicircular recess too extending upwardly 3 
from its lower margin for optional locking en 
gagement with a stop pin i? projecting inwardly 
from the forward portion of the side wall 28 of the 
frame 8. It is to be particularly noted that the 
rear portion of the stop latch is vertically ex 
tended whereby the "rearward side of the recess 
f00 is continuous with an elongated portion or 
end extension 02. (Figure 10.) Extending out 
wardly from the adjacent plate 67 is a pin mem 
ber 03 disposed for optional contact. With the 
camface 93 of the rocking arm 93 as will be more 
fully described hereinafter. 

Disposed closure-wise between the ends of the 
plates 79, is a cover plate C4 secured to the 
flanges 79' of the plates 79 by elongated screws if 
f05, each having a spring C6 encirclingly dis 
posed about its shank, said spring 66 abutting at 
its ends against the inner face of the flange iS' 
and washer 97 mounted about each screw i5 
adjacent a nut O8 threaded thereon. 
Mounted on the outer faces of each side wall 

20, 2, adjacent their forward ends is a swive 
Socket 09 for adjustably supporting a knee 
crutch member file. 

During certain stages of 
body-section 9 of the obstetrical table f2, is 
employed with the leg section 65 in retracted 
position. As noted above, the body-section (9 
may be elevated or depressed, as necessary, about 
the axis of the pivot shaft f6 to facilitate treat- (s 
ment. However, at other stages of child-bearing, 
the leg section.65 may be moved out of the in 
terior of the body-section 9 into aligned posi 
tion forwardly thereof with the upper surface 
of the pad 76 in co-planar alignment with the 
upper Surface of the pad 26, whereby the patient's 
legS may be comfortably supported in out 
stretched position. This movement of the leg 
section-65 is accomplished in the following man 
ner: The shaft 52 is rotated by manual operation 
of the wheel 53 whereby through the gears 54, 55, 
rotation is imparted to the transverse shaft 56. 
The spur gears 60, 60', drivingly engage the gear 
racks 6, 6, respectively. 

child-bearing the 5: 
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It will be noted that the leg section 65, in 
effect, moves in and out of the opening 27 from 
concealed position within the body-section 9, 
as shown in Figure 14, to extended position, as 
shown in Figure 1. The cushion frame 75 is dis 
posed within and forms a part of the leg Section 
65, being confined therein by engagement of its 
four rollers 2 within the four pairs of vertical 
guides 7, 8. It will thus be seen that the 
cushion frame 75 and its associated parts cannot 
move longitudinally with respect to the plates 
19 and is therefore limited to up and down nove 
ment within the pairs of guides 77, 78. On the 
other hand, the actuator frame f, also carried by 
and forming a part of the leg section 65, is free 
to shift length-wise with respect to the leg Sec 
tion 65 through the short limits of movement 
permitted by inter-engagement between the roll 
ers 87 and the slots 69 of the side plates 67. r. This 
inter-engagement between the rollers 87 and the 
slots 69, however, prevents the plates 67 from 
moving up and down. Thus, it will be seen that 
the leg section 65 carries a cushion frame 5 
which is free to move only along a length per 
pendicular to the general plane of movement of 
the leg Section 65 and, at the same time, the 
leg section 35 also carries an actuator frame if 
which is free to move only to a limited extent 
in a line, which is parallel to the general plane 
of novelinent of the leg Section 65. S - 
As the hand wheel 53 is rotated and the spur 

gears 63, 6', drive the racks 6, 6', outwardly 
the leg Section 35 is, of course, in concealed or 
withdrawn position and the cushion frame 75 is 
in lowered position, that is to say, in a position 
Wholy confined within the inits of the leg Sec 
tion 65. In this position the rollers 2 are en 
gaged in the lower forward ends of the slots S 
and since the weight of the cushion frame 75, to 
gether with the cushion 6 and other related 
structures, is Substantially greater than the func 
tional resistance of the leg section 65 to outward 
movement, the actuator frame f, the cushion 
frame 5, and leg section 65, will be thus held 
together against relative longitudinal transla 
tion and the entire leg section 65. With all its 
contained parts will be moved outwardly into 
extended position by the movement of the racks 
6f, 6 '.. It may be noted in this connection that 
by appropriate adjustment of the screws 62, 62’, 
64', the racks S., 6", may be positioned to per 
mit the proper amount of contact with the gears 
'6, 69, to insure maximum smoothness of op 
eration. - 

As the leg Section 65 reaches fully extended 
position, as shown in Figure 1, the depending end 
extension 92 of the stop latch 99 will engage 
the stop pin C. The actuator frame f, however, 
is free to continue its forward movement by longi 
tudinal translation relatively within the now sta 
tionary leg section: 65 within the limits of the 
length of the slot, 69. Furthermore, the cushion 
frame 5 and the cushion is supported therein 
are now positioned outwardly in the clear beyond 
the transverse end of the body section 9 and 
are free to move upwardly into elevated posi 
tion. Thus, continued turning movement of the 
hand wheel 53 will cause the rack 6, 6 f', and 
the actuator frame f to continue their outward 
longitudinal movement since the rollers 72 of the 
carriage frame are engaged in the angular slots 
S and are at the same time preventing, by reason 
of inter-engagement between the rollers 12 and 
the guides 7,78, from further longitudinal move 
ment with the actuator frame f, the rollers 72 
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are forced to ride upwardly, by reason of inter 
action with the camming slots S, and finally, to 
ride into the locking dwells 68 whereby the 
cushion frame 75 and its supported cushion 5 

- are brought to rest in fully elevated position. 
As the cushion frame 5 moves upwardly the 

pin 03 moves upwardly away from engagement 
With the inclined can face 93 of the rocking arm 
93 and the stop latch 99 is forced downwardly 
under influence of the spring 97 bringing the 
recess. OO into engagement with the stop pin 
3, thereby locking the leg section 65 against 

length-wise movement in either direction. Con 
sequently, when the hand wheel 53 is turned in 
the opposite direction the first movement which 
takes place in the leg section S5 is a retrogressive 
longitudinal translation of the actuator frame 
if and the cushion frame 75, together with its Sup 
ported cushion, is lowered into its original posi 
tion wholly within the confines of the leg Section 
65. As the cushion frame 5 returns to its fully 
lowered position the pin 3 again contacts the 
inclined can face 93 of the rocking arrin 93 and 
Swings the stop latch 99 upwardly disengaging 
the detent 3 from the pin 3. At the Sane 
time the rollerS Will have reached the lower 
most position in the slots S and the actuator 
frame f will have reached its rearwardmost po 
sition of longitudinal translation relative to the 
leg section 65 so that the leg section 65 and actu 
ator frame f again begin to Operate as a Single 
unit and the entire leg section S5, together with 
all of its Supported Structure, Will be Withdrawn 
through the opening 27 into fully retracted posi 
tion within the body section 9. 

It will be noted that the cover plate 4 which 
extends across the Outer end of the leg Section 
65 is resiliently held in place by the Springs S. 
Thus, if the fingers of either an attending nurse, 
physician or the appendages of the patient her 
Self should accidently happen to become caught 
between the rising cushion frame 5 and the 

- cover plate 05 the latter would yield and any 
Serious damage or injury Would thus be avoided. 

It should be understood that changes and 
modifications in the form, construction, arrange 
ment, and combination of the several parts of 
the obstetrical table may be made and Substi 
tuted for those herein shown and described with 
Out departing from the nature and principle of 
my invention. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
clain and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. An obstetrical table comprising a pedestal, 
a hollow bed section mounted on the pedestal and 
having an opening across one transverse end, an 
Open topped drawer-like frame mounted in and 
carried by the bed section for lengthwise shifting 
movement through the opening, a leg section dis 
posed within the frame and confined therein for 
upward shifting movement solely in a direction 
at right angles to the direction of movement of 
the frame, slide means carried by the frame and 
being longitudinally shiftable in relation thereto, 
locking means actuated by the leg section when 
the latter is in downwardly shifted position 
Within the frame, said locking means when so 
actuated being engaged with the slide means for 
holding the latter non-shiftably within the 
frame, means attached to the slide ineaias for 
propelling the slide means, frame and leg sec 
tion as a unit through the opening into and out 
of the bed section, stop means carried by the 
frame and being engageable with the bed section 
When the frame is in outwardly shifted position, 
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8 
said leg section means being free for upward 
shifting movement when the frame is in Such 
outwardly shifted position, whereby to permit 
longitudinal shifting movement of the slide 
means after the frame has reached outwardly 
shifted position, and auxiliary means on the 
slide means engaged with the leg section for 
elevating the leg section responsive to longitudi 
nal shifting movement of the slide means So...that 
the upper surface of the leg section is Substan 
tially co-planar with the upper surface of the 
bed Section. 

2. An obstetrical table comprising a bed Sec 
tion, a slide shiftably mounted beneath the bed 
section for movement in a substantially hori 
zontal direction from retracted position in Which 
it is disposed beneath the bed section to extended 
position in which it projects outwardly from One 
transverse end of the bed section, said slide haW 
ing spaced parallel side members, Substantially 
vertical guides carried by the side members, a 
cushion frame carried by the slide and engaged 
Within the guides so as to be capable of Substan 
tially horizontal movement with the slide and 
also up-and-down movement relative to the 
slide, and actuator means carried by the slide 
and shiftably connected thereto for limited 
translational movement relative to the slide in 
the same direction as the slide moves in traveling 
from retracted to extended position, Said actu 
ator means being provided With can-forming 
means inclined with respect to the direction of 
movement of the actuator means and being Oper 
atively engaged with the cushion frame So that 
as the actuator means moves to and fro trans 
lationally relative to the slide the cushion frame 
will be shifted correspondingly up-and-down. 

3. An obstetrical table comprising a bed Sec 
tion, a slide shiftably mounted beneath the bed 
section for movement in a Substantially hori 
Zontal direction from retracted position in Which 
it is disposed beneath the bed Section to extended 
position in Which it projects OutWardly from One 
transverse end of the bed Section, Said Slide hav 
ing Spaced parallel side members, Substantially 
Vertical guides carried by the Side members, a 
cushion frame carried by the slide and engaged 
within the guides so as to be capable of substan 
tially horizontal movement with the slide and 
also up-and-down movement relative to the Slide, 
actuator means carried by the slide and shiftably 
connected thereto for limited translational move 
ment relative to the slide in the same direction as 
the slide moves in traveling from retracted to 
extended position, Said actuator means being 
provided. With can-forning means inclined. With 
respect to the direction of movement of the actu 
ator means and being operatively engaged with 
the cushion frame so that as the actuator means 
noves to and fro translationally relative to the 
Slide the cushion frane Will be shifted corres 
Spondingly up-and-down, and a lock engageable 
With the bed Section for initing the outward 
movement of the slide. 

4. An obstetrical table comprising a bed sec 
tion, a slide shiftably mounted beneath the bed 
section for movement in a Substantially hori 
ZOntal direction from retracted position in which 
it is disposed beneath the bed section to ex 
tended position in which it projects outwardly 
from one transverse end of the bed section, said 
slide having spaced parallel side members, sub 
stantially vertical guides carried by the side men 
bers, a cushion frame carried by the slide and 
engaged within the guides so as to be capable of 



2,605,151 

substantially horizontal movement with the slide 
and also up-and-down movement relative to the 
Slide, actuator means carried by the Slide and 
shiftably connected thereto for limited trans 
lational novement relative to the side in the 
same direction as the slide moves in traveling 
from retracted to extended position, said actu 
ator means being provided with cam-forming 
means inclined with respect to the direction of 
movement of the actuator means and being Op 
eratively engaged with the cushion frame So that 
as the actuator means noves to and fro trans 
lationally relative to the Side the cushion frame 
will be shifted correspondingly up-and-down, and 
a lock engageable with the bed section. When the 
slide is in fully extended position and the cushion 
frame is in upwardly shifted position whereto 
to prevent movement of the slide in either di 
rection while the cushion fraine is in Such up 
wardly shifted position. 

5. An obstetrical table comprising a bed Sec 
tion, a slide shiftably mounted beneath the bed 
section for movement in a substantially hori 
zontal direction from retracted position in which 
it is disposed beneath the bed section to ex 
tended position in which it projects outwardly 
from one transverse end of the bed Section, Said 
slide having spaced parallel side members, Sub 
stantially vertical guides carried by the side 
members, a cushion frame carried by the slide 
and engaged within the guides so as to be capable 
of substantially horizontal movement With the 
slide and also up-and-down movement relative to 
the slide, actuator means carried by the Slide 
and shiftably connected thereto for limited 
translational movement relative to the slide in 
the same direction as the slide moves in traveling 
from retracted to extended position, said actu 
ator means being provided with cam-forming 
means inclined with respect to the direction of 
movement of the actuator means and being Op 
eratively engaged with the cushion frame so that 
as the actuator means moves to and fro trans 
lationally relative to the slide the cushion frame 
will be shifted correspondingly up-and-down, and 
driving means for propelling the actuator means 
to-and-fro. 
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6. An obstetrical table comprising a bed sec 

tion, a slide shiftably mounted beneath the bed 
Section for movement in a substantially hori 
ZOntal direction from retracted position in which 
it is disposed beneath the bed section to ex 
tended position in which it projects outwardly, 
from one transverse end of the bed section, said 
Slide having Spaced parallel side members, sub 
Stantially vertical guides carried by the side 
members, a cushion frame carried by the slide 
and engaged Within the guides so as to be capable 
Of Substantially horizontal movement with the 
Slide and also up-and-down movement relative to 
the slide, actuator means carried by the slide 
and shiftably connected thereto for limited 
translational movement relative to the slide in 
the same direction as the slide moves in traveling 
from retracted to extended position, said actu 
ator means being provided with cam-forming 
means inclined. With respect to the direction of 
movement of the actuator means and being Op 
eratively engaged with the cushion frame so that 
as the actuator means moves to and fro transla 
tionally relative to the slide the cushion frame 
Will be shifted correspondingly up-and-down, and 
an end plate disposed transversely and closure 
wise across the outer end of the slide, said plate 
being resiliently held in place So as to yield out 
Wardly as the cushion frame is raised in the 
event that an unauthorized object is accidentally 
interposed therebetween. 
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