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To all whom it may concern:

~ Be it known that I, Danier. Howarp Hay-
WOoOD, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of the city, county, and State of New
York, have invented certain Improvements in
Devices for Supporting Fountain-Pens, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to devices for sup-
porting fountain or other pens, and com-
prises a pen receiver or holder suitably piv-
oted to or upon a carrier or support. In its
normal receiving or -{‘out-of -use” position

the receiver is arranged to have its receiving

end pointing upward, in which position it is
best adapted for receiving a pen from the
hand. When a pen is inserted into the re-
ceiver or holder, wherein it is arranged to be
frictionally held or retained and released from
the hand, the receiver and pen are arranged
to swing together upon the pivotal axis of the
receiver upon its support, so that the pen will
then be shifted to a position with its pen-point
pointing upward. This'is the preferred po-
sition for fountain-pens, as otherwise if the
pen is permitted to remain at rest while point-
ing downward, ink is apt to flow. -

The main object of my present invention is
to provide a simple and efficient means for re-
ceiving a fountain or other pen from the hand
in the most convenient position, as with the
pen pointing downward at an oblique angle,
and for shifting the pen so received to a more
desirable position in which to hold or retain
it, as with the pen-point upward at an oblique
angle. :

In carrying out my invention I preferably
employ gravity first for moving the empty

receiver to its desired position and afterward

to move the receiver and pén together to the
position most desirable for the pen when at
rest. Thus I overbalance the receiver or
holder on one side of its pivotal support, so

that it will have a tendency to assume one po-

sition when empty, and so arrange-that the
receiver will be overbalanced by the pen when
engaged thereby upon the other side of its
pivotal support, so that it will then assume an
opposite position. ‘

My invention further consists in certain
novel details of construction and combination
of parts, as will hereinafter more fully appear.

I will now proceed to describe a device em-
bodying my invention and will then point
out the novel features in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a view inside
elevation of a device embodying my inven-
tion. Fig. 21is a front view of the same. Fig.
3 is a view in side elevation of a slightly-modi-
fied form of the device. Fig. 4 is a partial
front view of the same. ' v

Referring first to the device shown in Figs.
1 and 2, it will be seen that I provide a suit-
able stand or support @, the upper portion of
which is bifurcated and terminates in two
arms b, the extreme upper ends of which form
bearings ¢ for the receiver. disa tubular re-
ceiver or holder which may conveniently be
substantially in the form of the ordinary
fountain-pen cap or cover and is pivotally
supported in the bearings ¢. The form of such
pivotal support shown is a clip or socket ¢, se-
cured to the receiver ¢ and provided with
trunnions 7, fitted to the bearingse¢. The axis
of the trunnions in the present form of the de-
vice is in a line nearer the receiving' end of
the receiver than the end opposite thereto.and
with such line substantially crossing the lon-
gitudinal axis of the said receiver or holder.
By this arrangement it will be seen that the
receiver is given a normal tendency by gravity
to assume a position with its receiving end
pointing upward. A counterbalance-weight
g may conveniently be employed for the pur-
pose of holding the receiver by gravity at any
desired angle, and by such use-the movements
of the receiver will be steadied, while they will
in no way be impeded. Stops /4 < may be em-
ployed, if desired, to limit the movement in
either direction of the receiver, and when such
stops are employed the counterbalance-weight
may be dispensed with, if preferred, and the
desired angle still obtained. I prefer, how-
ever, to use the counterbalance-weight in this
form of the device, as movements of the re-
ceiver are thereby caused to be steadier and
the parts rendered less. sensitive to jarring.
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The clip ¢ may be split and secured together
by a bolt or set-screw 7, whereby it will be
adapted for use with different receivers or
holders d of slightly-varying sizes.

The position of the receiver when empty
and out of use is shown in dotted lines in Fig.
1, the full lines showing the position when in
use and holding a fountain-pen. Whenin ‘‘re-
ceiving” position, it will be seen that the open
orreceiving end of the cap or holderis pointing
upward, the device being then presented at the
mostconvenient angle for receiving a pen from
thehand. A penwheninsertedintheholderis
arranged to be frictionally retained therein, as
iscommon. The pen having beeninsertedisre-
leased from the hand, and the receiver, over-
balanced thereby,moves,together with the pen
retained therein, to a position substantially as
shown in full lines in the drawings. The pen
will now be held in an inverted position, as is
desirable in order to prevent the ink from
flooding, until it is once more removed for
use. When the pen is removed, the receiver
or holder will automatically return by gravity
to its receiving position.

In Figs. 8 and 4 I have shown a form of the
device in which the axis of the pivotal con-
nection between the clip ¢ and its support is
eccentric of the longitudinal axis of the re-
ceiver or holder. In thisform the devicemay
be caused to rest at the desired angles with-
out the use of a counterbalance-weight; but I
prefer the form shown in Fig. 1, because in
such arrangement there is no tendency for the
receiver to turn except under the influence of
gravity, while in the form shown in Fig. 3
pressure applied longitudinally of the receiver
has a tendency to turn it.

Should the device turn too freely, I may em-
ploy friction to retard its movement and for
this purpose have shown a threaded nut in
Fig. 4, by the adjustment of which the de-
sired amount of friction may be imparted.

It will be understood, of course, that I by no
means desire to be restricted to the precise
details of construction herein shown and de-
scribed, as, obviously, the device is capable
of many modifications within the spirit and
scope of my invention.

‘What I claim is—

1. A device of the character described com-
prising a suitable support, and a tubular cap
pivoted to said support and adapted to receive
a pen, sald cap arranged to swing freely to
bring its ends above and below the horizontal.

2. Inadevice of the character described, the
combination with a suitable support, of a tu-
bular cap pivoted on the support and adapted
to receive a pen, said cap being overbalanced
as to weight on one side of the pivotal con-
nection and free to swing to bring its ends
above and below the horizontal.

3. Inadevice of the character described, the
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combination with asuitable support, of a pen-
receiver pivoted thereto and overbalanced as
to weight in one direction, said receiver ar-
ranofed to receive and hold a fountain-pen,
and when so engaged, to be overbalanced by
said pen in the opposite direction.

4. Inadeviceofthe character described, the
combination with a suitable support, of a pen-
receiver pivoted thereto,and a counterbalance-
weight secured to said receiver, and movable
with it.

5. In adeviceof thecharacter described, the
combination with a suitable support, of a tu-
bular receiver pivoted thereto at a point nearer
itsreceiving end than the end opposite thereto.

6. Inadeviceof the character described, the
combination with a suitable support, of a pen-
receiver pivoted thereto at such a point as to
be normally caused by gravity to assume an
oblique position with its receiving end point-
ing inanupward direction,said receiver adapt-
ed and arranged to receive and hold a foun-
tain-pen, and, when so engaged, to be overbal-
anced by said pen and then moved to and main-
tained by gravity in a position pointing down-
ward.

7. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a suitable suppart, of a
pen-receiver pivoted thereto with its center
of gravity on one side of said pivotal connec-
tion, said receiver adapted to receive and hold
a fountain-pen, the center of gravity of the
combined pen and holder at such times shift-
ing to the opposite side of said pivotal con-
nection.

8. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a suitable support, of a
pen-receiver pivoted theretoand overbalanced
as to weight on one side of said pivotal con-
nection, and a stop limiting the movement of
said pen-receiver.

9. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a suitable support, of a
pen-receiver pivoted theretoand overbalanced
as to weight on one side of said pivotal con-
nection, and stops limiting the movement of
said pen-receiver in either direction.

10. In a device of the character descrlbed
the combination with a suitable support, of a
tubular pen-receiver pivoted thereto, the axis
of said pivotal connection being at right an-
gles to the longitudinal axis of the tubular
receiver but in substantially the same plane,
said tubular recelver overbalanced asto weight
on one side of said pivotal connection.

11. In a device of the character described,
the combination with a suitable support, of a
tubular pen-receiver pivoted thereto, the axis
of said pivotal connection being at right an-
gles to the longitudinal axis of the tubular
receiver but in substantially the same plane,
and a counterbalance-weight secured to said
receiver and movable with it.
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12. In a device of the character described, | on one side of said pivotal connection, and a
the combination with a suitable support, of a | stop for limiting the movement of the tubular
tubular pen-receiver pivoted thereto, the axis | receiver.

of said pivotal connection being at right an- DANIEL HOWARD HAYWOOD.
5 gles to the longitudinal axis of the tubular ‘Witnesses: ’
receiver but in substantially the same plane, C. F. CARRINGTON,

said tubular receiver overbalanced as to weight C. L. HazL.




