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2,690,912 

EDUCATIONAL TOY PUZZLE 

Albert R. Noble, St. Paul, Minn, assignor to Sifo 
Company, Ramsey County, Minn, a corpora 
tion of Minnesota, 

Application April 12, 1951, Serial No. 220,662 
(C. 23-157) 3 Cairns. 

This invention relates to an improvement in 
toys and deals particularly With an educational 
toy puzzle particularly amusing for young 
Children. 

During recent years there has been a trend 
toward producing toy puzzles for use by Small 
Children Which Will assist in educating the 
children as well as in amusing them. The pres 
ent invention Comprises a toy puzzle of this type 
and deals particularly with a puzzle having hid 
den or Secret compartments in which various 
articles may be stored. 
The Stories of pirates and of treasure chests 

have long been of utmost interest to young and 
old alike. Most Sinal children occasionally hear 
Stories of Such treasure chests and ordinarily find 
the subject extremely interesting. The present 
invention deals with a puzzle having thereupon a 
representation of a treasure chest or the like, 
Which is cut in several component parts in the 
manner of the well known “Jig-Saw Puzzle,' and 
which fit together within an encircling border 
or frame. A botton panel is provided attached 
to the frame So as to be integral theireWith. This 
botton panel is provided with spaced cavities 
which underlie portions of the treasure, chest and 
Which are exposed by removing parts of the 
treasure chest representation. The cavities pro 
Wided are such that they may receive and contain 
toy coins and other Such treasures. 
A feature of the present invention lies in the 

provision of a jig-saw puzzle which is designed 
to fit Within an encircling panel and overie B, 
botton panel. The pieces of the puzzles are de 
signed to straddle cavities in the bottom panel. So 
that this botton panel will firrally and secrgy 
Support the various puzzle pieces. Thus the cavi. 
ties do not in any way affect, the assembly of the 
puzzle or removal of the various pieces thereof. 
Another feature of the present invention lies 

in the provision of a puzzle overlying a base panel 
having a Series of Spaced cavities therein. Any 
or all of the cavities may contain one or more 
Coins or other Such objects. Thus the puzzle 
may be used as a game in which the treasure may 
be hidden in one of the cavities and can not be 
located until the proper pieces of the puzzle have 
been removed. 
An added feature of the present invention lies 

in the provision of a ring or similar object ser 
cured to one of the puzzle pieces in proper loca 
tion to provide the appearance of a lock or hasp 
On the chest. This ring may be used if desired 
for lifting the first of the puzzle pieces from the 
frame so that the adjoining puzzle pieces may be 
more easily grasped. 
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These and other objects and novel features of 

the present invention will be more clearly and 
fully Set forth in the following specification and 
claims. 
In the drawings forming a part of the specifi 

Cation: 
Figure i is a top plan view of the toy puzzle 

showing the arrangement of the parts and the 
appearance of the finished object. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the base por 
tion of the puzzle together with the encircling 
frame of the puzzle which is secured integrally 
to the base. 

Figure 3 is a sectional view through a portion 
of the puzzle, the position of the section being 
indicated by the line 3- 3 of Figure 1. 
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The puzzle is indicated in general by the nu 
meral A and includes in preferred form three 
panels Secured in Surface contacting relation. 
The lowermost panel 5 forms the base panel and 
is shown as being rectangular in Outline and be 
ing imperforate. The second layer or panel 
Overlies the base panel 0 and is glued or other 
Wise Securely affixed to the base panel. The in 
termediate panel f is provided with spaced 
apertures 2 therethrough which are located 
Strategically with respect to the various piecessor 
the puzzle. The apertures 2 form recesses or 
pocketS in the puzzle structure, the bottoms of 
the pockets being formed by the lower panel ). 
In the assembled position of the puzzle, the upper 
ends of the pockets are also closed by the various 
puzzle pieces, which will be later described in 
detail. 
The top panel 3 forms the upper surface of 

the puzzle and is cut to provide a peripheral 
frame F4 and Various puzzie pieces. The frame 
it is provided with an aperture f 5 therethrough, 
Which is preferably cut in the outline:of a treasure 
chest or similar object in which the articles may 
be hidden, 

In the preferred embodiment illustrated the 
puzzle includes a center section f 5 which fits 
against the lower edge of the frame aperture and 
Which is presented on opposite sides by puzzle 
pieces 6 and 7 which represent bands or Straps 
encircling the chest. Outwardly of the bands 6 
and 17 are continuation pieces f9 and 20 which 
are colored or printed to simulate a continuation 
of the front panel of the chest. Lower corner 
portions 2 and 22 are provided which simulate 
the corner reinforcements and the lower corners 
of the chest. 
The chest is provided with a transverse band 

Which simulates the points of connection between 
the lid and bottom of the chest. This transverse 
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band is simulated by the spaced puzzle pieces 23, 
24, and 25. Upwardly and inwardly inclined band 
portions 26 and 27 form continuations of the lower 
band portions 6 and T, respectively and act to 
divide the upper portion of the chest into three 
puzzle pieces 29, 30 and 3. All of these pieces 
fit together to form a Solid body. 

In Figure 3 of the drawings it will be noted that 
the pieces 23, 24, and 25 forming the transverse 
band portion of the puzzle are narrower than the 
area, 32 of the intermediate panel f which they 
overlie. This permits the top puzzle pieces 26, 
27, 29, 30 and 3 to straddle the pocket 33 formed 
by one of the apertures 2. As a result the various 
puzzle pieces may be inserted or removed without 
difficulty and the pocket 33 does not interfere 
with the proper insertion of the various puzzle 
pieces. - 

A pocket 34 is straddled by the puzzle pieces 9 
and 2. The piece 2 is generally triangular in 
form and overies the intermediate panel along 
two sides of the pocket 34. The other piece 9 
extends partially over three sides of the aper 
ture, thereby completely bridging the same and 
concealing the pocket 34 when the puzzle pieces 
are in place. 
The intermediate panel also includes a 

pocket 35 which is completely covered by the 
panel 5 of the puzzle. The piece 5 overlies all 
four edges of the pocket 35, thus completely con 
cealing the Same. 
Another pocket 36 is provided by one of the 

apertures 2 in opposed relation to the pocket 
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This is possible in view of the different number of 
puzzle pieces which must be removed to expose 
certain of the pockets. Furthermore, the variety 
of locations in which the coin or coins may be 
placed makes it possible for a child to attain a 
certain skill in playing with the toy. 
A ring 39 is preferably pivotally attached to 

one of the puzzle pieces as for example the puzzle 
piece 30 So that the ring is centrally located and 
provides a third dimensional projection which 
tends to enhance the appearance of the toy. The 
ring 39 is secured in place by a staple 40 or other 
Suitable means. The ring 39 serves the addi 
tional purpose of providing a simple means of 
removing a first piece from the puzzle, making 
it simpler to grasp the various other puzzle pieces. 
In accordance with the patent statutes, I have 

described the principles of Construction and op 
eration of my toy puzzle, and while I have en 
deavored to set forth the best embodiment there 
of, I desire to have it understood that obvious 
changes may be made within the scope of the 
following claims without departing from the spirit 
of my invention. 

I claim: 
1. A toy puzzle including a series of lamina 

tions of flat material Secured together in surface 
contact, the lowermost of Said laminations com 
prising a base panel, the intermediate lamination 
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34. The aperture 36 is completely covered by the 
puzzle pieces 20 and 22 which bridge or straddle 
the pocket. The various pockets are designed to 
contain real or toy coins Such as 37. One or more 
of Such coins may be concealed in One or more of 
the pockets. The particular coins in question 
are thus not visible until the particular puzzle 
pieces overlying the pocket in question are re 
moved. Furthermore, it is essential to remove 
several pieces in order to obtain a complete view 
of the elongated pocket 33 so that a coin or ob 
ject in this pocket may be concealed from view 
even if two or three of the overlying pieces are 
removed. 
The puzzle is normally supplied with toy Coins 

in the pockets. Warious simple games may be 
provided with the toy and which have been found 
extremely amusing to small children. For exam 
ple, one child may hide a coin in a particular 
pocket and may note the number of puzzle pieces 
which are removed by a second child before the 
treasure is found. The toy possesses various 
additional features such as a determination of 
the proper location in which to hide a coin So 
that it will be least likely to be quickly found. 
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comprising a pocket panel and having apertures 
therethrough, the third and uppermost of said 
panels comprising a marginal frame portion and 
puzzle pieces of interfitting form cut from said 
uppermost lamination and adapted to be detach 
ably assembled together within said marginal 
frame portion to reform said third panel and to 
Overlie the pocket panel and to conceal the aper 
tures therein, Said puzzle pieces bridging the 
apertures in Said pocket panel to form hidden 
chambers, said chamber forming apertures being 
closed at the bottom by Said base panel. 

2. The Structure described in claim 1 and in 
cluding an upward projection on one of said 
puzzle pieces to facilitate its removal. 

3. The structure described in claim 2 and in 
Which the upward projection comprises a ring 
hingedly connected to the puzzle piece. 
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