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Patented Feb. 19, 1952 2,585,946 

UNITED STATES PATENT of FICE 
Ada Liberman, Seattle Wash.; now by change of 

name Loretta Liberman 

Application April 26, 1949, Serial No. 89,700 
(CI: 35-15) 4. Claims. 

My invention relates to a children's Sewing kit 
quite capable of being used by children as young 
as three or four years of age, and yet which is 
highly educational. Its use teaches children the 
rudiments of sewing very quickly, while having a 
fascinating attraction for them. 

Heretofore, great difficulty has been experi 
enced in teaching children, and especially young 
children, to sew, because various operations have 
been quite difficult and tedious, and at best the 
devotion of much time of a teacher to working 
with the child has been required. A principal ob 
ject of my invention, therefore, is to provide a 
sewing kit for children which, after very brief 
instruction, can be used by young children with 
out assistance and with a minimum of guidance. 
At the same time the child receives continual en 
couragetinent by the rapid progress possible in 
making articies useful in the child's play, which 
can be made quite quickly even by a child. 

() 

Moreover, the creative ability of the child is 
Stinnulated by enabling a variety of articles to be 
constructed from a few basic pieces of material. 
With the same pieces, if desired, first one article 
can be made, then taken apart and another made 
instead. Not only can several alternative arti 
cles be made from a few pieces of material, but 
the creative ability of the child may be developed 
further by enabling the simple principles of my 
invention to be applied to the fabrication of a 
wide variety of articles which may be conceived 
by a young child. By such versatility of my in 
vention the child can be lead to undertake pro 
gressively more difficult tasks, to promote dex 
terity and ingenuity, while interest is maintained 
at a high level and monotony is entirely avoided. 
A more specific object of my invention is to 

enable several different articles to be made from 
two pieces of cioth to initiate interest in sewing, 
the difficulty of such fabrication being reduced 
and the Work expedited by Securing Such pieces 
of cloth together in a temporary fashion so that 
they will be held properly to be worked upon. The 
articles thus produced will be not only attrac 
tive, but, useful in children's play. It is an addi 
tional object to apply the same principles of my 
invention to the construction of more intricate 
and more interesting articles to which a child may 
progreSS. 
In the practice of my invention, it is an ob 

ject not only to teach the child to sew stitches, 
but to teach related handicraft operations, such 
as the tieing of bows, the making of loops and 
braiding, which will generally improve a child's 
Versatility and dexterity, 
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2 
The manner in which the various objects dis 

cussed above are accomplished will be understood 
from the following detailed description of repre 
sentative embodiments of my invention, as illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings. 

Figure 1 is a face view of two pieces of cloth 
formed according to my invention. 
Figure 2 is a face view of one article which 

may be made from the pieces of cloth shown in 
Figure l; Figure 3 is a perspective view of an 
other article which may be made from the pieces 
of cloth shown in Figure 1, and Figure 4 is a per 
spective view of still a different article which 
may be made from such pieces of cloth. Figure 
5 is a face view of a further article which may 
be made from the pieces of cloth shown in Fig 
lure . 

Figure 6 is a face view of a different type of 
article embodying the principles of my invention, 
and Figure 7 is a face. view of another type of 
article also made: according to the principles of 
my invention, 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary face view of an ar 
ticle, such as shown in Figures 2 and 4, for ex 
ample, employing a different type of stitch. 

Figure 9 is a face view, with parts broken away, 
of a more advanced type of article made in ac 
cordance with my invention, shown partially com 
pleted, and Figure 10 is a transverse sectional 
view through such article. Figure 11 is a face 
view of the article shown in Figures 9 and 10, in 
its completed form. 
The objective of stimulating in the child a de 

Sire-to-learn the rudiments of sewing is accom 
plished by my invention by making it possible for 
even a young child to make quickly and easily an 
article-useful to it. In accordance with this in 
vention Such article may, for example, take the 
form of a doll's garment, such as an apron, a 
pair of painties, a skirt, a dress or a bunting. 
G)ther articles useful to a child, which can be 
made by the technique of my invention, are a 
doll's pillow, a pot-holder, or a rag doll itself. 
These named articles constitute only representa 
tive articles which can be made by the use of 
the following described technique. 
In the fabrication of most of the articles men 

tioned the principal operation required is the 
edge-joining of two pieces of limp material, such 
as cloth, for example, as illustrated in Figure 1. 
More complicated articles may require the pieces 
of such material to be of different shapes, but 
Several of such articles may be made from pieces 
of cloth. f. and 2 of single rectangular form. Of 
these the piece labelled f may be considered to 
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be the front panel of a garment or other arti 
cle, and the piece labelled 2 the back panel. 
About the margin of each of these pieces of cloth 
holes 3 are formed at convenient, rather widely 
Spaced, locations. These holes may be punched 
in the cloth material by suitable machinery which 
preferably is capable of punching Such holes 
through a considerable number of like pieces of 
cloth simultaneously. 
The arrangement of these tools is of para 

mount importance in carrying out my invention, 
such arrangement being in a row along a line 
spaced inward somewhat from the border of the 
piece of cloth, and parallel to Such border. The 
spacing of the holes should be uniform, and Such 
that a length of yarn, embroidery silk, ribbon 
or other coarse threadlike material may be 
threaded in and out through Successive holes, as 
illustrated in Figure 2, for example. The holes 
should be located sufficiently close together SO 
that, when two pieces of cloth are joined by Such 
stitching technique, the edges will be held to 
gether reasonably tightly and at fairly close 
points. The holes should be spaced far enough 
apart to enable the stitching to move quickly 
along the line of holes, as the child Works, SO 
that the sewing progress will be quite rapid. 
The size of the holes 3 should be selected to 

pass readily a blunt ended needle having an eye 
large enough to receive easily rather heavy yarn. 
Thus the child is protected from injury by avoid 
ing the use of a sharp pointed needle, yet it will 
have the experience of threading a needle in 
the usual fashion. Because of the large eye 
Which Such needle should have and the coarse 
ness of the threadlike material used, however, 
such threading operation can be accomplished 
easily even by a young child. 
In making a doll's apron, or even a child's 

apron, in accordance with my invention, a Single 
piece of cloth only of the shape shown in Figure 1 
may be used, such an apron being illustrated in 
Figure 2. The apron will hold its shape better, 
however, if the two pieces of cloth and 2 are 
sewn together edge-to-edge in overlying registry, 
as will be explained later. It is preferred that 
the number of holes across a long side of this 
material be even, so that, as a threadlike element 
is stitched through such a line of holes, the Op 
posite ends will come out on the same side of 
the material and a section of the threadlike ma 
terial will be centered between the ends of the 
piece. Across the ends of the piece, however, 
the number of holes may be either odd or even, 
although it is preferred that the Spacing Of these 
holes be equal to the spacing of the holes border 
ing the longer edges of the piece. 

In making the apron, therefore, the yarn 4 is 
knotted Suitably at one end, or looped through 
adjacent holes and tied, and then is Worked back 
and forth through the holes 3 along the tWO 
short sides and one long side of the rectangular 
piece of material f, leaving the holes free along 
the other longer side of the cloth piece, consti 
tuting the top of the apron. Through the holes 
along this last side then is worked a ribbon 5 
which may be of a length adequate to leave long 
ends for tieing when the apron is placed about 
a doll or a child, depending upon the size of 
the apron. The yarn 4 then constitutes decora 
tion for the apron, and the yarn and ribbon may 
be in matching or contrasting colors. 

If it is desired to make the apron more Sub 
stantial, instead of the yarn being worked, in 
the manner described, through only one cloth 
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4. 
panel, the two pieces of cloth and 2 may be 
Secured together in Overlying registry Such that 
the holes 3 of the two pieces will coincide. To 
hold the pieces of cloth in Such relationship 
staples 6, as shown in Figure 3, may be placed 
one in each corner between the ends of the pieces 
and the adjacent rows of holes. The yarn 4 
may then be worked in and out through the holes 
about three sides of the pieces of material, as 
described, which will hold these pieces in registry. 
Similarly the ribbon 5 may be sewn through the 
holes of the row along the other long side of 
these pieces in the Same manner. After the 
cloth pieces and 2 have thus been Secured to 
gether the wire staples 6 may be removed, if 
desired. 

Pieces of cloth of the type shown in Figure 1. 
may also be used to construct any one of the 
articles shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5, when used 
together. A common feature of each of these 
three articles, as well as of the double thickness 
apron described, is that the edges of the two 
cloth blanks and 2 are Secured together at 
least along their short edges to hold Such blanks 
together with their apertures 3 in registry, en 
abling the threadlike material to be worked in 
and out through. Such apertures Without having 
to bother about holding the pieces of cloth in 
proper relationship to each other during Such 
operation. It is preferred that the two panels 
be secured together, at least temporarily, by 
clinched wire staples 6. In order to leave the 
long edges of the pieces free to form an open 
ing or openings extending Over their entire 
length these staples should be placed parallel 
to the shorter edges of the rectangular cloth 
blanks. Conveniently they may be located be 
tween Such short edges and the adjacent rows 
of holes 3 parallel to these edges, in the manner 
shown in Figures 3, 4 and 5. 
To make the doll's skirt shown in Figure 3, 

it is then merely necessary to sew together the 
short edges of the material by working yarn, 
for example, in and out of the holes 3 in the 
rows along the short edges, as Shown in this 
figure, defining the Seam lines. The yarn would 
be suitably knotted at One Side of the material, 
or caught in the material, or tied in a loop 
through the two end holes of a row, as may be 
preferred. The holes along the edges forming 
the bottom of the doll's skirt may be worked on 
the two pieces separately to form decoration, if 
desired, or this Operation can simply be omitted 
as in Figure 3. The staples 6 may now be re 
moved, if preferred. 
In order to Secure the doll's skirt upon a doll, 

a ribbon 6 in this instance is Worked from the 
center of one long side of the front panel to 
an end of such piece, then across to the back 
panel 2 and along the holes in it to its opposite 
end, and then back through the holes in the 
other half of the top row in piece f. The ends 
of the ribbon thus brought together at the center 
of the skirt front may be pulled to draw and 
gather the skirt top to any desired extent to 
fit the doll. The child may obtain practice in 
tieing bows by tieing the ends of the ribbon 5 
into a bow at the front of the doll. 
Much the same sewing technique is employed 

to make a purse such as shown in Figure 4. Here 
again the pieces of cloth and 2 are held together 
temporarily to facilitate stitching, by the staples 
6 interconnecting the corner of the pieces to 
form a double panel blank as described above. 
In this instance the yarn 4 is sewed around the 
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two short sides and the bottom long side of the 
two pieces to connect their corresponding edges 
together. The ribbon 5, instead of being started 
from the center of a long side as in making the 
skirt of Figure 3, in this instance has one end 
secured in any convenient manner, or Sewing 
with it is merely started from the inside face at 
any location along the top edges of pieces and 
2, but preferably at an end hole. The ribbon is 

5 

then worked through the holes along the entiré 0. 
top edges of both front panel and back panel 
2 to bring the other end of the ribbon adjacent 
to the first end. These ends may then be tied, 
leaving considerable slack in the ribbon. If, now, 
the center sections of the ribbon extending 
through each of the pieces and 2 are grasped 
and pulled, the result, will be to form two loops 
at the centers of the sides, as shown in Figure 4. 

As these loops are pulled farther the knot join 
ing the ends of the ribbon 5 will be drawn Snugly 
into an internal corner between the open sides 
of the purse formed by the panels and 2, and 
the edges of these pieces Will be gathered to close 
the open side of the purse. 
The doll's pillow or child's pilow shown in Fig 

ure 5 may be made from the same rectangular 
double pairiel blank composed of the two pieces of 
cloth and 2 shown in Figure 1, stapled together 
temporarily, as previously described. While 
again yarn could be used to Sew together the 
front and back panels and 2, a ribbon 5 
threaded through the marginal roWS of holes to 
extend entirely about the edges of the pillow may 
be considered to be more decorative. In Con 
structing the pillow such ribbon may be started 
in any desired pair of registering holes in panels 
i and 2 about the margin of the blank, and the 
sewing is continued uninterruptedly until the 
other end of the ribbon is brought adjacent to the 
first end. Before this Sewing is quite completed, 
but, preferably after at least, three edges have 
been thus Sewed together, any Suitable Stuffing 
for the pillow imay be inserted between the two 
cloth panels and 2, and then the Stitching of 
the ribbon completed and its ends tied in a boW 
8, as shown in Figure 5. In connection with this 
sewing exercise again practice in tieing boWS is 
thus afforded to the child. 
While the articles thus far described have been 

constructed fron rectangular pieces of cloth, it 
is not necessary that the pieces be of Such an 
elementary shape, as Will be evident by refer 
ence to the garnents shown in Figures 6 and 7. 
Both of these garments, however, are made of 
two main pieces of cloth, sewed together with 
yarn or other threadlike material Stitched 
through holes along the edges in accordance With 
the same principies used in making the articles 
described aiove. Thus in providing a double 
panel blank for the doll's painties shown in Fig 
ure 6, two cloth pieces of identical shape are 
provided, one being a front panel designated 9 
and the other a like back panel underlying it. 
Along the tops and SideS of these pieces, as Well 
as around the crotch, are arranged holes close 
to the edges of the pieces and parallel to them, 
as described previously. The front and back 
panels are held in registry with the holes in the 
two panels coinciding to facilitate sewing by 
staples 6, disposed one in each corner. The 
crotch portions of these pieces and the side edges 
are then sewn together, according to the tech 
nique previously described, with yarn or other 
Suitable threadlike material. When the garment 
is completed the staples may be removed, if de 
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6 
sired. As in making the doll's skirt shown in 
Figure 3, a ribbon 5 is worked in and out through 
the holes around the top edges of both panels 
and 2 and the ends of the ribbon are brought 
together at the center of the front, so that they 
may be tied in a bow 8. 
Again the same principles of construction and 

assembly technique may be applied to a doll's 
dress or nightdress such as shown in Figure 7. 
Here the cloth pieces and , constituting the 
front and back panels of the blank and finished 
garment, are of similar shape except, to improve 
the neck line, the upper edge of the front panel 
preferably is cut lower than that of the back 
panel, as illustrated. Again the holes 3 are ar 
ranged in rows parallel to but spaced slightly 
from the edges of the cloth pieces, to define Sean 
lines, and Such pieces are held in registry with 
their edges and holes 3 coinciding by staples 6 
located judiciously about their edges, such as one 
at each corner and one under each armpit, to 
form the blank. Yarn , or other threadlike ma 
teriai, having its ends Secured in any Suitable 
manner, is worked through the holes, leaving the 
bottom and the sleeve ends open. Along the top 
edge of the garment blank the yarn is threaded 
through the holes in both panels on the upper 
sides of the sleeves, and then through the holes 
along the neck portion of the front panel 8 only, 
leaving the neck opening between it and the back 
piece. At the front of the neck opening the ends 
of the yarn may be tied in a bow. 
In Inaking the dress shown in Figure 7, or, in 

fact, in making any of the articles described 
herein, for a (nore decorative effect the yarn may 
be passed from one hole in a seam line to the 
next with an overcast stitch, such as formed by 
the yarn 3 shown in Figure 8, instead of with 
the in-and-out or running stitch described. Not 
Only is this technique Suitable for seam lines 
along separate edges, but such stitching can be 
carried around the coiler of a blank in the man 
ner shown. 
To such a garment as the dress of Figure 7 

a patch pocket 3 of any desired shape may be 
Secured, utilizing the same technique in pro 
ducing the Securing seams as for joining the 
main panels of the garment together. Holes 
about the margin of the pocket are arranged in 
rows along Sean lines corresponding to holes in 
panel 8 at the location of the pocket, and the 
pocket piece is held in proper position on the 
panel by staples 6. The pocket is sewn by the child 
to the panel by yarn, ribbon, or other threadlike 
material 4, preferably Somewhat smaller in size 
than the yarn 6 used to stitch together the front 
and back main panels of the garment. The two 
ends of the threadlike element 4 may be 
brought together across the upper edge of the 
pocket and tied in a bow 5 at its center. 
A somewhat more difficult type of article to 

make, Which nevertheless can be furnished in 
the form of an assembled blank and sewn by a 
child, using the same techniques discussed above, 
is represented in the potholder shown in Fig 
ures 9, 10 and 11. Rag dolls, potholders of other 
shapes and other cloth articles can be made simi 
larly. Again this article is composed of princi 
pal front and back panels 6 and which are 
Secured together initially by staples 6 to form a 
double panel blank With holes 3 arranged about 
the periphery of the two panels held in regis 
try. In this instance the potholder simulates a 
face, and the main panels are of circular shape 
so that the rows of holes 3 arranged along the 
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seam line are also in the form of circles. For 
use as a potholder it is preferred that the Space 
between the panels f G and be filled with pad 
ding 8, which may be cotton batting. Where 
such construction is employed additional Staples 
6' are utilized about the margin of the padding, 
inwardly of the seam line holes 3, to prevent it 
from shifting into the marginal portions of the 
blank. 

In this particular article, in addition to the 
holes 3, several rows of holes, preferably three in 
number, are arranged in parallel relationship in 
the form of circular arcs around approximately 
one half the periphery of the panels f 6 and 7. 
Preferably these holes 9 are somewhat larger 
than the holes 3 to enable reasonably large rib 
bons 20 to be threaded through them. Each row 
should contain an odd number of holes 9 SO that 
the ends of all the ribbons will emerge at the 
Same side of the article. 

In fabricating such a potholder, yarn 4 or simi 
lar threadlike material again is threaded in and 
out of the marginal holes 3 to sew the edges of 
the two panels 6 and 7 together as shown in 
Figure 11. When the panels are thus secured to 
gether ribbons 20 are threaded into place, leaving 
three dangling ends adjacent to each other at 
opposite ends of a diameter of the circular pot 
holder. The child may then obtain practice in 
braiding by weaving the three ribbon ends at op 
posite sides of the potholder together to form the 
braids 2, as shown in Figure 11. The ends of 
these braids may be tied in bows or otherwise 
Suitably Secured. 
The arrangement of the ribbons 20 in the holes 

f 9, about substantially semi-circular arcs, simu 
lates hair, and the braids 2 correspond to braids 
at the opposite sides of a face. The panel 6 
may actually be Worked with yarn 23 as a face by 
providing additional holes 22 at appropriate lo 
cations to form eyes, nose and a mouth. It is 
not necessary that holes corresponding to those 
used to form the features of the face be provided 
in the panel i, for the yarn 23 may merely be 
looped through adjacent holes at one location and 
One end tied, and then the blunt ended needle 
threaded through the single layer of the panel 6 
from One hole to the next until the facial fea 
tures have been completed, the other end of the 
yarn may then be secured by tieing a loop through 
a pair of adjacent holes. 
From the foregoing description it will be un 

derstood that by use of my invention a child may 
be taugh readily to sew together the edges of two 
panels of cloth in registering relationship along 
Seams indicated by marginal roWS of holes which 
are parallel and adjacent to all or certain edges 
of the panels. Other unique and pleasing effects 
may be made by judicious use of ribbons instead 
of yarn, and a wide variety of articles produced 
by utilizing a relatively few pieces of cloth of 
basic shape. An important feature of the proce 
dure is the initial preparation of the double panel 
blank to be sewed by Securing two pieces together 
initially by retaining means, such as staples, in the 
manner described. When an article has been 
completed by Sewing the panels together these 
staples may be removed, if desired, or they may 
be left in place So that the yarn can be removed 

8 
and the same blank used for making a different 
article, according to the whim of the child. 
I claim as my invention: 
l. A child's sewing kit blank comprising, in 

overlying registry, front and back panels of limp 
material, of similar shapes and having Corre 
sponding marginal rows of holes adapted to re 
ceive threadlike material therethrough to Sew 
aid panels together, and means spaced from 

0 such holes and interconnecting said panels to 
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hold them together with said holes in registry. 
2. A child's sewing kit blank Comprising, in 

Overlying registry, front and back cloth panels 
of Similar shapes and having corresponding 
marginal rows of holes adapted to receive 
threadlike material therethrough to Sew said 
panels together, and a plurality of wire Staples 
Spaced from Such holes and interconnecting Said 
panels to hold them together with said holes in 
registry. 

3. A Sewing kit blank comprising front and 
back panels of limp material and having a 
marginal row of Spaced holes in their edges 
adapted to receive a threadlike member thread 
ed therethrough to sew the edges of the panels 
together, filling material between said panels 
spaced inwardly from such row of holes, and 
temporary securing means interposed between 
Such row of holes and said filling material Se 
curing Said panels together with Such holes in 
registry. 

4. A sewing kit blank comprising circular 
front and back cloth panels having a marginal 
row of spaced holes in their edges and a plural 
ity of parallel arcuate rows of spaced holes 
Spaced in Wardly from said marginal row of 
holes, the holes of said parallel rows being 
adapted to receive ribbons therethrough, and 
the holes of said marginal row being adapted 
to receive a threadlike member threaded there 
through to Secure together Such front and back 
panels, filling material disposed between the 
Central portions of said front and back panels, 
and a plurality of wire staples interposed be 
tween the inner One of Said rows of holes and 
Said filling material, securing such panels with 
corresponding holes thereof in registry and re 
Straining displacement of Said filling material 
from between the central portions of such panels 
into the space between the portions of said 
panels having Said holes therein. 

ADA LIBERMAN. 
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