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To all whon, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OSCAR NEWHOUSE, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in the 
city and county of San Francisco and State 
of California, (whose post-office address is 
226 Central Park W., in the city and county 
of New York and State of New York,) have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Means for Preserving and Render 
ing Sharp Cutting Edges, &c.; and I do here 
by declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such 
as will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
This invention and discovery relates to 

means for preserving and rendering sharp and 
even the cutting edges of implements. 
While the invention is intended for use in 

connection with cutting implements-such as 
razors, knives, lances, and similar instru 
ments-yet it may be used and employed for 
rendering even and sharp the fine edges of 
metal devices or articles other than edged 
tools. 
The invention is embodied in the appara 

tus hereinafter described, and defined in the 
claims. 

In the accompanying drawings is shown a 
simple form of apparatus for carrying out the 
invention; but it is of course obvious that 
many other forms can be employed and a great 
variety of changes made without departing 
from the invention, and in this connection I 
have shown a razor-case and will describe the 
invention in connection with a razor. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a longitudinal 

Section of the apparatus. Fig. 2 is a cross 
Fig. 

sition relative to the magnet. 
It is a well-known fact that exceedingly 

sharp blades, such as razor-blades, have mi 
nute teeth or projections on their edges and 
that these projections will in many cases as 
Sume inclinations to the blade and differ from 
each other. This fact causes what is known 
as “pulling” or “dragging in shaving, the 
hair entering the spaces between the projec 
tions and catching. The microscopic edge of 
a razor-blade may be likened to a saw with 
its teeth set, a fact I have discovered by close 
inspection, and it is the aim of the invention 

to rectify this unevenness to a degree that 
will render the edge for all useful purposes 
even and sharp and so by drawing into line 
these deflected projections. This I have found 
can be readily accomplished by placing the 
edge of the blade in proximity to a magnet 
and retaining it in that position for a period 
of time. 
In practice a bar-magnet A may be em 

ployed, and the same, as shown, may be placed 
in the edge of a razor-case B. The razor C is 
placed in the case with its blade edge in line 
with and directed toward the magnet and in 
proximity thereto, but not in contact there 
with. The razor should also be held in the 
plane of the magnet, as any lateral inclina 
tion will tend to incline the entire edge, at 
least such is my observation. I have there 
fore provided guides D, secured to the sides 
of the interior of the case. These guides may 
be short or of any length desired. A conven 
ient means for holding the bar-magnet in the 
case is that shown, wherein the lower edge of 
the case is slightly bulged, as at b, the edges 
of the bar. fitting in the bulges. 
In practice the razor is inserted in the case, 

its handle resting on the magnet, thus car 
rying the blade edge a short distance from 
the same. The razor is held in this position 
and being in line with the plane of the mag 
net the latter will draw the teeth or projec 
tions into line. 

It is not at all improbable that other theories 
may be advanced as to the resultant effect of 
the magnet on the edge of the blade; but af 
ter very careful tests and long trials, lasting 
for months, I have found that the beneficial 
effect is very marked, so much so that a razor 
can be used a great many times without strop 
ing or honing, it being only necessary to place 
the blade in proper position relative to the 
magnet after shaving and allow it to remain 
in position for a period of time or until it is 
to be again used. My experience has dem 
onstrated that by placing the blade near the 
magnet, as stated, the action of the magnet 
has practically the effect of stropping or re 
sharpening, therefore largely avoiding the 
necessity of resharpening or stropping. I 
have also found generally that a much truer 
and better cutting edge is secured than can 
be secured by resharpening or stropping. 
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While I have shown a device which has 
proven eminently satisfactory, yet it will of 
course be understood that the invention is in 
no wise limited to the construction shown, as 
any desired construction of device for hold 
ing the edge of an implement or device in 
proximity to a magnet for the purpose speci 
fied can be employed without departing from 
the invention. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with a holder for a cut 

ting-blade of a magnet arranged to be oppo 
site the cutting edge of the blade, Substan- I5 
tially as described. 

2. The combination with a magnet, of means 
for holding a cutting edge of a blade in proX 
imity to the magnet and in the plane there 
of, substantially as described. 2O 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in presence of two witnesses. 
OSCAR NEWHOUSE, 

Witnesses: 
CLARENCE R. FREEMAN, 
C. W. WHEELOCK. 
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