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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DEMON R. GOULD, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Ches 
tertown, in the county of Warren and State of 
New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Coffins, of which the 
following is a specification, reference being 
had therein to the accompanying drawings. 
My invention relates to caskets or coffins 

for burial purposes; and the object I have 
in view is to form one of metal, the body and 
lid of which will have an air-tight connection 
by suitable rubber packing, the peculiarities 
of which will be hereinafter more particularly 
Set forth. 

In the accompanying drawings, making part 
of this specification, Figure 1 represents a 
vertical section of the casket complete and 
closed, and Fig. 2 a perspective of a portion 
of the metal strip which holds the packing. 

In the figures, A represents the body, and 
B the lid, of the casket, both of which are to 
be made of sheet metal pressed and shaped 
up in any of the well-known forms and ways, 
and the top being made to overlap the body. 
C represents the usual window in the lid. 
ID represents a metal strip which surrounds 

the upper edge of the body of the casket. 
The center of this strip is made U-shaped, 
the two sides of said strip being turned up, so 
as to be parallel with the body, as seen at 4' ac, 
Fig. 2. 
d represents a band of rubber, which is se 

cured to the lid of the casket, and the lower edge 
of which projects downward and enters the 
outer recess formed in the bended strip D, as 

represented. When the strip D has beenplaced 
upon the edge of the casket and the top placed 
in position so that the lower edge of the band 
d will enter the recess in the strip, a bolt Or 
Screw, e, is passed through the overlapping por 
tion of the lid and through the rubber and 
the strip d, as also the casket-body, and the 
parts are thus securely fastened together. It 
will readily be seen that the screws or bolts e 
will compress the interposed rubber suffi 
ciently to make an air-tight joint, 
construction I make a casket which will be 
durable and inexpensive, and one from which 
the air may be extracted and prevented from 
returning to promote decomposition. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 
A metallic casket having an Overlapping 

top resting on the turned-up edge of a U 
shaped strip or strips, which engage over the 
upper edge of the body of the Said casket, and 
provided with a sealing-band, of rubber or 
other material, interposed between the lower 
edge of the cover and the upper edge of the 
body, and resting in the upturned portion of 
the U-strip, the parts being securely fastened 
together by bolts or other means, substantially 
as and for the purpose specified. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
DEMON R. GOULD, 

Witnesses: 
CHAS. P. COYLE, 
JAMES H. KELSO. 
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