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7o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Zacuary T. Hoskins,
citizen of the United States, residing at
Brookhaven, in the county of Lincoln and
State of Mississippi, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Corset-
Closures; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

This invention which relates to an im-
proved closure for corsets, corset waists and
the like, has for its object the production of
an article of this character adapted to pro-
vide a maximum elasticity with the conse-
quent freedom of movement to the wearer
with the minimum of elastic material,
whereby the objections resulting from the
use of webbing or the like are entirely over-
come. :

The primary object of the invention is to
so construct a closure as to provide for the
Tequisite compression at the waist line, and
to provide means at the bust and hip lines
which will allow of the corset or corset
waist yielding at these points under the
movements of the wearer, which means con-
sist of elastic lacing arranged to present a
minimum area at the points of contact with
the body. :

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a closure which will obtain exact con-
formation of the corset or corset waist to the
body of the wearer. ‘

Other objects of the invention are set
forth in the following detailed description,
and in connection with said description
attention is directed to the accompanying
drawing illustrating the closure in its pre-
ferred form of embodiment, it being under-
stood that various changes and modifica~
tions may be made therein without exceed-
ing the scope of the concluding claims.

In the drawing Figure 1 is a rear view of
the corset or corset waist equipped with a
closure embodying the invention, certain
parts being broken away. Fig. 2is a similar
view of the corset or corset waist in fastened
condition.

Referring to the drawing by numerals, 1
designates the corset or corset waist having
integral flies 2, 3, each of which flies is formed
of the material of the corset or corset waist
and is inelastic. The flies are each provided
near its edge with a plurality of eyelets 4 re-

celving a lacing string or cord 5. This string
or cord may be of elastic or inelastic mate-
rial dependent upon the pleasure of the
wearer. Where it is desired to rigidly con-
fine the waist the string or cord will be in-
elastic, whereas if the corset or corset waist
1s to yield at the waist line an elastic string
or cord is substituted. It will be observed
that the flies are of relatively short length
and when laced together confine the body
solely at the waist [ine. The back edges 6,
7 of the corset or corset waist are separated
from each other for a considerable distance,
and between said edges is a back piece or
strip 8. The edges 6, 7 of the corset or cor-
set waist and the edges of the back piece or
strip 8 are provided with eyelets receiving
an upper elastic cord 9 and the lower elastic
cord 10. These elastic cords are preferably
of small cross sectional area whereby to re-
duce the amount of elastic material therein
to a minimum, and the cords are laced in a

-manner to bring the major portion thereof

at the outer side or away from contact with
the body. These elastic cords are readily
replaceable in the event of any loss in elas-
ticity. By reference to Fig. 2, which shows
the corset or corset waist in position on the
body, the corset or corset waist members are
separated from the strip 8 at the bust and
hip lines, the extent of separation varying ac-
cording to the dimensions of these parts of
the body, and varying also with the move-
ments of the wearer. While allowing a con-
siderable yield at the lines named, the elastic
cord serves to confine the bust and hips and
thereby preserve the form of the wearer.
By reference to Fig. 1 it will be observed
that intermediate of the lacing 9 and 10 the
strip is unattached to the corset or corset
waist, thereby enabling lacing at the waist
line without creasing or buckling of the strip.
Preferably, the strip is stiffened at each side
of its center by the use of steel, bones or the
like, 11, 11. By so disposing the stiffening
devices the strip is made to conform more
closely to the lateral curvature of the back.
In the edges 6, 7 of the corset or corset waist
members are stiffening devices 12. It is
within the scope of my invention to equip
the strip with means for rendering it moisture
roof, which means may be a strip of cellu-
oid or equivalent material.
The corset or corset waist may be vari-
ously modified and, as above stated, the im-
proved closure may be varied in a-number
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of ways. For example, inelastic cords may
be substituted in certain cases for the elastic
cords, whereby to rigidly confine the bust

and hips.

5 Iclaim as my invention

A back closure for corsets, corset waists and
the like, comprising flies integral with the
corset members at the waist line thereof,
lacing for said flies, an inelastic back piece
10 or strip of textile fabric extending between

the edges of said members, elastic lacing con-
necting the strip and members above and
below said flies, and stiffening devices in said
strip at the sides of the strip center.
~ In testimony whereof I affix my signature, 15
in presence of two witnesses.
ZACHARY T. HOSKINS.
Witnesses: .
W. T. NorTox,
F. L. BRowNE



