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(57) Abstract: A point management system (1) using a vehicle as a contact point is provided with: an evaluation device (24,
25, 26) which evaluates user activity on the basis of activity information recorded in a user's smart device (4, 5) or vehicle
information corresponding to a driving status of a vehicle (2); a point conferring device (27, 28) which confers points
corresponding to an evaluation by the evaluation device; and a suggestion device (29) which suggests to the user activities
for which points will be conferred, wherein the specific activities include any activity in at least the three categories of
eco-driving, healthcare activities, and social contribution activities.
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Category™ Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages Relevant to claim No.

X JP 2020-198036 A (NTT COMM CORP) 10 December 2020 (2020-12-10) 16-17, 19, 22-23, 25-28
paragraphs [0015]-[0021], [0037]-[0054], [0064]-[0069], fig. 1

Y 29-36

A 1-15, 18, 20-21, 24

Y JP 2021-033864 A (HONDA MOTOR CO LTD) 01 March 2021 (2021-03-01) 29-33
paragraphs [0051]-[0052]

Y JP 2010-250363 A (JTB BUSINESS INNOVATORS CORP) 04 November 2010 29-36

(2010-11-04)

paragraphs [0002]-[0003]

Y JP 2002-083371 A (DENSO CORP) 22 March 2002 (2002-03-22) 29-33
paragraph [0005]

Y JP 2013-195252 A (PIONEER ELECTRONIC CORP) 30 September 2013 (2013-09-30) 34-36
paragraphs [0007], [0013]-[0014], [0022]-[0024]

A JP 2018-155559 A (HONDA MOTOR CO LTD) 04 October 2018 (2018-10-04) 1-36
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Document 1: JP 2020-95403 A (TOYOTA MOTOR CORP) 18 June 2020 (2020-06-18) paragraphs [0016]-[0029],
[0042]-[0055], fig. 1 & US 2020/0184500 A1, paragraphs [0019]-[0033], [0047]-[0070], fig. 1

Claims are classified into three inventions below.

(Invention 1) Claims 1-25

Claims 1-9 have the special technical feature of “comprising a proposition device (29) that proposes an activity of
giving points to the user,” and are thus classified as invention 1.

Claims 10-15, claims 16-21, and claims 22-25 are substantially identical to or similarly closely related to claim 1,
and are thus classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 26-33
Claims 26-33 share, with claim 1 classified as invention 1, the common technical feature of a “point

management system (41) comprising: an in-vehicle device (3) that is mounted on a vehicle (2); a smart device
(43, 5) that is carried by a user of the vehicle and is capable of being connected with the in-vehicle device; and a
management server (42) that performs communication with the in-vehicle device, wherein in a case where the user
performs a specific social contribution activity with the vehicle as a contact point, points are given according to the
social contribution activity.” However, said technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior art in light
of the disclosure of document 1, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature. There are no other same or
corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

Claims 26-33 are not dependent on claim 1. Claims 26-33 are not substantially identical to or similarly closely
related to any of the claims classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 26-33 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Claims 26-33 have the special technical feature in which the “management server is configured to enable
communication with the smart device and includes a point management unit (45) that manages use of a point for
cach user of the smart device,” and are thus classified as invention 2.

(Invention 3) Claims 34-36

Claims 34-36 share, with claim 1 classified as invention 1 and claim 26 classified as invention 2, the common
technical feature of a “point management system (41) comprising: an in-vehicle device (3) that is mounted on a
vehicle (2); a smart device (43, 5) that is carried by a user of the vehicle and is capable of being connected with the
in-vehicle device; and a management server (42) that performs communication with the in-vehicle device, wherein
in a case where the user performs a specific social contribution activity with the vehicle as a contact point, points are
given according to the social contribution activity.” However, said technical feature does not make a contribution
over the prior art in light of the disclosure of document 1, and thus cannot be said to be a special technical feature.
There are no other same or corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

Claims 34-36 are not dependent on claims 1 and 26. Claims 34-36 are not substantially identical to or similarly
closely related to any of the claims classified as invention 1 or invention 2.

Therefore, claims 34-36 cannot be classified as either invention 1 or invention 2.

Claims 34-36 have the special technical feature in which the “management server performs proposition of
promoting use of points that are given to the user and accumulated,” and are thus classified as invention 3.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted
to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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