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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, CHARLES BOLANDER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Chi 
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illi 

5 nois, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvementsina, Bag Holder and Spreader, 
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description, that will enable others to 
make and use the same, reference being had 

to to the accompanying drawings, forming a part 
of this specification. 
This invention relates to an improved de 

vice for holding and spreading open the 
mouths of bags or sacks, as will be hereinaf 

15 ter set forth. . 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective of a de 

vice embodying my improved features, and 
Fig. 2 a broken-away plan in detail. 

Referring to the drawings, A represents a 
20 bag or sack supported in an open position. 

B B are two curved spreading-pieces ar 
ranged relatively, as shown. These curved 
spreaders engage with the inside mouth of 
the bag and are provided with one or more 

25 sharp projecting points a, which pierce and 
hold the bag in the proper position, as 
shown. On the upper side of the spreaders 
are placed the companion blocks C C, and 
resting on these are the front ends of the 
lever-arms D D, the different parts being 
secured together by means of the bolts a 
a'. The blocks C C raise the arms up out of 
the way from having contact with the bag. 
The opposite or rear ends of the lever-arms 

35 are pivoted, as at a*a*, to the stationary bar 
or stand C', and provide for a lateral move 
ment in a horizontal plane of the front ends 
of said lever-arms. Near the longitudinal 
center of the lever-arms are pivoted, as at bb, 
the outer bifurcated ends of the transverse 
toggle-levers E. E. The inner ends of the 
toggle-levers are mortised or interlocked to 
gether, as at d, and are retained in an ad 
justable position by means of the handle-pin 

45 F. This pin projects downwardly inside of 
the bag, and is adapted to bear against the . 
inside mouth at that point and assist in 

spreading the bag when the parts are ex 
panded. 
The toggle-levers are operated by means 5o 

of the handle pivot-pin connecting the inner 
ends. Fig. 1 shows the levers in a locked po 
sition and the spreader expanded. Fig. 2 
shows the toggles relaxed, which movement 
has the effect of throwing the spreaders in 55 
Wardly toward each other, so that the bag can 
be conveniently removed and another placed 
in position. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- 6o 
ters Patent, is 

ii. In a bag-holder, the combination of the 
curved spreaders, the lever-arms bolted at 
their front ends thereto, the rear ends being 
pivoted to a stationary object, the transverse 65 
toggle-levers pivoted at their outer ends to 
the respective lever-arms and their inner or 
joining ends interlocked, and the handle 
pivot-pin locking said toggles together, sub 
stantially as described. 7o 

2. In a bag-holder, the combination of the 
curved spreaders, the lever-arms, the blocks 
interposed between said spreaders and arms, 
and the toggle-levers pivoted to and located 
between said arms, whereby the spreaders are 75 
adapted to have a lateral movement in the 
direction of or away from each other, sub 
stantially as described. 

3. Abag-holder consisting of the compan 
ion curved spreaders provided with a num- 8o 
ber of projecting points, the lever-arms bolted 
at their inner ends to said spreaders, the in 
terposed blocks, the bar or stand to which the 
rear ends of the lever-arms are pivoted, the 
toggle-levers pivoted at their respective outer 85 
ends to the lever-arms, and the handle pivot 
pin connecting the joining ends of said tog 
gles, substantially as and for the purpose set 
forth. 

CHARLES BOLANDER, 
Witnesses: 

L. M. FREEMAN, 
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