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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY C. MILLIGAN, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at South 
Orange, in the county of Essex, in the State 
of New Jersey, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Buckles, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates more especially to that 

form of buckle much used for ladies belts, 
in which a pivotal member, usually having a 
Serrated edge, is employed for camping one 
end of a belt or band against the cross-bar or 
body of the buckle. This clamping member 
usually carries a hook or other means of con 
nection to the other end of the belt. It is 
ll Sual to ornament the body of the buckle 
more or less and so apply it to the belt that 
it will hide between it and the body of the 
Wearer the pivotal clamping member and the 
said hooked connection to the other end of 
the belt. The result is ornamental but highly 
inconvenient, for in applying the belt the 
Wearer is unable to adjust the buckle on the 
belt without removing it from her person. It 
is customary for the wearer to shift the buckle 
to a position as near the end of the belt as 
she can guess is proper, and then to apply 
the belt to her waist and clasp or endeavor 
to clasp the hook of the buckle in the eye or 
loop on the other end of the belt. She usu 
ally finds her first guess incorrect and is 
obliged to remove the belt and expose the 
clamp on the under side before she can loosen 
the buckle and readjust it on the belt. This 
Operation is repeated until the wearer has 
the belt approximately fitted. The object of 
my invention is to do away at once with the 
whole difficulty by making it possible to loosen 
the buckle and shift it on the belt while the 
belt is in place on the wearer's person. To 
this end I provide a projection on the clamp 
ing member or so form the latter that a part 
of it is exposed beyond or above the body of 
the buckle in reach of the wearer, who may 
thereby loosen the clamp, even though the 
belt is tight against the wearer's waist. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure I 

is a sectional view of my improved buckle 
shown detached from a belt and with the 
clamp open in position to receive a belt. 
Fig. II is an end view of the buckle with a 
portion of a belt clamped therein; and Fig. 
III is a perspective view of the inner side of 
the same, the clamp being loosened. 

The main body1 of the buckle may be solid 
or (as shown) perforate, and has a cross-bar 
or portion 2, parallel to which, under the body 
1, is pivoted the clamp 3 on ears 4. Usually 
the clamp is made of a bent piece of sheet 
metal having a serrated edge 5 and a hook 6, 
the first to clamp the portion 7 of the belt 
against the under side of cross-bar 2 and the 
second to form a means of attachment to a 
loop or eye on the other end of the belt. This 
plate is bent around and soldered or other 
wise fastened to a wire S, whose projecting 
ends form the pivots, whereby the clamp is 
carried in ears 4. This wire, in the form of 
longer than usual, and bend one end in such 
a manner that when the clamp is set to bind 
the belt in position, as shown in Fig. II, the 
handle or finger-piece 9 so provided will lie 
down against the wearer's body, but accessi 
ble to the hand of the wearer, who may there 
fore, without removing the belt from her waist, 
place her thumb or finger under the piece 9 
and raise it to the position shown in Figs. I 
and III, thereby freeing the belt from the ser 
rated edge of the clamp. The wearer can, 
with the clamp in this position, shift the 
buckle on the belt till the latter is tight 
enough, and then turn down the finger-piece, 
thus fixing the buckle to the belt. The fin 
ger-piece also affords a convenient means of 
operating the clamp when the belt is on the 
(ISO). 
While showing and specifically claiming 

the form of my invention herein illustrated, 
I desire it understood that the means em 
ployed for making the clamp capable of op 
eration by the wearer may be varied in many 
ways from that here shown without depart 
ing from my invention, broadly considered. 
Having thus described my invention, the 

following is what I claim as new therein and 
desire to secure by Letters Patent: 
The combination of the main body formed 

with ears, the wire journaled in the ears, hav 
ing a finger-piece located beyond the body, 
and a clamp Secured to the Wire, having a 
serrated edge and a hook, substantially as de 
scribed. 

HENRY C. MILLIGAN. 
Witnesses: 

EDWARD BRANDT, 
M. W. BIDGOOD, 
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