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[57} ABSTRACT

A method of constructing an indoor or patio golf
green and a plug for a golf cup thereof wherein the
plug, of a predetermined depth for insertion in a golf
cup, is provided for the purpose of filling the cup and
rendering the plane of the top surface of the plug to a
uniform level with the planar surface surrounding the
cup. The plug having at least a pair of interlocking
members, adapted to be disposed in the cup, having
bottom end walls conforming to the bottom walls of
the cup and a circular disc top of substantially the
same diameter as the inside diameter of the cup at the
upper edge thereof, with the top being secured to and
perpendicularly disposed to the upper end walls of the
members.

4 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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METHOD OF CONSTRUCTING INDOOR OR PATIO
GREEN AND A PLUG FOR THE GOLF CUP
THEREOF

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The idea of an indoor installation of a practice golf
green has been impractical because of the unique sur-
face and cavity requirements which render the area un-
usable for other purposes. The process of sinking one
or more holes into a floor surface and covering the
floor area proximate the hole(s) with a synthetic grass
turf will produce an area suitable for use as a practice
golf green. This area can then be transformed into one
of general living use by the insertion into the hole of a
plug having a diameter slightly less than the hole and
a depth such that, when inserted, the top surface of the
plug is at-a uniform level with that of the proximity sur-
rounding the hole. By the choice of removal or inser-
tion of the plug, one can cause the floor surface to take
on either of its dual natures; i.e. either that of a practice
golf green or that of general home use, respectively.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to golf and more par-
ticularly to a method of constructing an indoor or patio
golf green for practicing the art of putting, and a plug
for insertion into a golf cup, thus converting the green
to a general purpose use. :

The method of constructing a golf green includes the
steps of drilling a hole or a plurality of holes at least
three inches in depth in a surface such as a basement
or patio floor, with the diameter of the hole(s) slightly
greater than the diameter of a golf cup; filling the bot-
tom of the hole with a soft plaster-of-paris, concrete, or
the like; inserting a cup in the hole on the soft plaster-
of-paris or concrete, with the top of the cup flush with
the top of the hole; removing any plaster-of-paris or
concrete that becomes disposed in the cup; covering
the area of the green with turf-like carpeting or the like;
removing cutouts from the carpeting covering the cups;
inserting a removable plug in the hole; covering and se-
curing a turf-like carpeting to the plug wherein, when
the plug is inserted in the cup, no uneven or uncarpeted
area is present within the vicinity of the cup; and secur-
ing the carpeting surrounding the hole to the surface.

The plug comprises a pair of interlocking members
adapted to be disposed vertically in a golf cup and hav-
ing bottom end walls conforming to the interior bottom
wall of the cup, and a circular disc top having a diame-
ter substantially equal to the inside diameter of the cup
at the upper edge thereof, with the top being secured
to and perpendicularly disposed to the upper end walls
of the members, wherein the top edge of the cup and
the upper surface of the top lie in the same plane.

An object of this invention is to provide an indoor or
patio putting green for the home.

Another object of this invention is to provide an area
in the home which will serve the dual purpose of an in-
door putting green and one of general home use.

A further object is to provide for the installation of
a cavity into the floor surface of a home, and a turf-like
carpet surrounding the cavity for use as a golf green in
putting.

A still further object is to provide for the fabrication
of a plug comprised of two interlocking perpendicular
planar members joined perpendicularly to a circular
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disc-like top, to which a synthetic turf-like carpet of
substantially the same diameter is fastened.

Yet another object is to provide for the insertion of
a plug into a golf hole to render the entire surface a uni-
form level with a turf-like carpet throughout.

Another object of this invention is the provision of an
indoor or patio green and cup plug which is economical
to construct, which is extremely effective in use, and
which is adaptable for a golf green and general purpose
use.

These objects and other features and advantages of
this invention will become more readily apparent upon
reference to the following description when taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of an indoor
putting green.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view
taken along the lines 22 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an enlarged sectional view of a plug as taken
along the lines 3—3 in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the cup.

FIG. 5.is a bottom plan view of the plug of FIG. 3.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to the drawings, the golf green of this
invention is indicated generally at 10 in FIGS. 1 and 2
as constructed indoors in a conventional building hav-
ing a floor 11 of concrete or the like and sidewalls 12.
The green comprises a putting surface 13 having at
least one hole 14 formed therein of predetermined
depth and diameter, into which a standard golf hole
cup 15 is set. The cup 15 is adapted to receive a plug
16 which is insertable therein so that the floor surface
immediately surrounding the hole and the top surface
of the plug lie in the same plane. The plug 16 may be
removed from or inserted into the cup 15, allowing a
dual purpose use of the green; i.e., either that of a prac-
tice golf green or that of general home use, respec-
tively.

The positioning of the hole 14 (or holes) relative to
the edges of the green is determined by the layout of
the green and each hole is formed or drilled to a prede-
termined depth of at least three inches. The surface of
the floor may be of wood, tile, concrete or any other
suitable material; however, most basements and patio
floors will generally be formed of concrete and usually
are-at least four inches in depth. It is desirable to drill
the hole not more than the depth of the floor, thus
maintaining the seal provided by the floor and to pre-
vent water from seeping or flowing thereinto from

. under the floor. The hole 14, whether the surface of the

floor is horizontal or sloping, is cylindrical with the side
walls thereof being substantially vertical and the bot-
tom wall substantially horizontal.

A filler 17 of soft plaster-of-paris, concrete, or the
like, which hardens after drying, or sets up, is deposited
in the bottom of the hole 14 to provide a base for the
cup and to prevent the seepage of water or to close an
inlet passage for bugs in the event the hole 14 is drilled
too deep and breaks the seal of the floor.

Disposed in the hole 14 is the cup 15, a standard
commercially available golf cup, formed with a cylin-
drical wall 18, which is open at the top and bottom. In-
tegrally formed with the wall 18 and disposed substan-
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tially intermediate of the wall 18 top and bottom edges,
19 and 21 respectively, is an inwardly projecting annu-
lar flange 22. Four arcuately spaced, vertically and ra-
dially disposed webs 23 are integrally connected at the
outer edges to the flange 22 and wall 18, and the inner
edges of the webs 23 are integrally connected to a verti-
cally disposed flag holder 24. The top edges of the webs
depend at an angle from the flange 22 to a smaller an-
nular flange 26 integrally connected to the top edge of
the flag holder 24, thus forming a saucer shaped bot-
tom wall 2§, see FIG. 2, from which the flag holder de-
pends. In the event the hole 14 is not of sufficient depth
to receive the cup 15, or if the surface of the floor is
sloping, the upper portion of the cup is cut off so that
the upper edge of the cup and the surface of the floor
are co-planar. If the hole is too deep to receive the cup,
additional filler is deposited therein to bring the cup
top edge and floor surface into alignment.

The cup 15, as viewed in FIG. 2, having an outside
diameter substantially equal to the diameter of the hole
14, thus providing minimum clearance therebetween,
and with the base of the cup set in filler 17, is solidly
secured in the hole. Before the filler 17 sets up, any
portion thereof that flows into the flag holder 24 is re-
moved.

As viewed in FIGS. 2 and 3, the plug 16 is formed
from two interlocking members 27 and 28 disposed
normally to each other. Secured to the top edges of the
members 27 and 28 is a cylindrical disc-like top mem-
ber 29. The bottom edges of the members are formed
to mate with the saucer-shaped bottom wall 25 of the
cup.

The members 27 and 28 are secured by means of a
tongue-in-groove construction whereby a rectangular
shaped cutout 31 is removed from the lower one-half
part of member 28 at its vertical centerline which cor-
responds in width to the width of member 27 and a cor-
responding rectangular-shaped cutout 32 is removed
from the upper one-half part of member 27 at its verti-
cal centerline. On assembly, the two members are posi-
tioned normally to each other with the top edges and
bottom edges respectively in alignment. The lateral di-
mension of each member is substantially equal to the
internal diameter of the cup whereby, on insertion of
the plug in the cup, substantially no lateral movement
of the plug is possible. The height of the members 27
and 28 and the top member 29 is substantially equal to
the depth of the cup above the top surface of the
flanges, webs and flag holder thus, upon insertion
therein, the top edges of the cup and the top surface of
the top member effectively provide a planar top sur-
face. In the event the floor surface surrounding the hole
is not horizontal, the top edges of the members will be
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cut at an angle to correspond with the angle of slope
thereof.

A vertical hole 34 is drilled through the center of the
plug 16 for the purpose of receiving a tool (not shown)
for removing the plug from the cup.

Disposed on the floor surface 11 and secured thereto
around the holes 14 is a turf-like carpeting 34 having
circular cutouts 36 cut therefrom over the plugs 16.
The cutouts 36 are secured to the top surface of the top
member 29. When the carpeted plugs are inserted in
the cups, the surface of the green is adaptable for gen-
eral living use with no projections or holes evident to
the observer. Furthermore, upon walking on the sur-
face, the walker would be unable to determine the loca-
tion of the holes, nor would the holes create any ha-
zard. Upon removal of the plug, the surface would be
adaptable as a putting green. Flags 37 (FIG. 1) are pro-
vided for removable insertion in the cups with the base
of the flag pole disposed in the flag holder.

We claim:

1. A method of constructing a dual purpose golf
green in a floor surface, wherein the green is adapted
to be used for practicing the art of putting and for gen-
eral purpose use, the method comprising:

drilling a vertical hole in the floor surface;

covering the floor surface with a turf-like carpeting;

removing cutout from said carpeting covering said

drilled hole;

depositing a filler material in the bottom of said hole

to seal the bottom thereof;
inserting a golf cup in said drilled hole on said filler
material with the top edge of said cup and the floor
surface adjacent said hole lying in the same plane;

inserting a removable plug in said cup, wherein the
top surface of said plug and the surrounding floor
surface lie in the same plane;

covering and securing a turf-like carpeting to said top

surface of said plug wherein, when said plug is in-
serted in said hole, no uneven and uncarpeted area
is present within the vicinity of said hole.

2. A method of constructing a dual purpose golf
green as defined in claim 1 and including the removal
of any filler which may become disposed in said cup.

3. A method of constructing a dual purpose golf
green as defined in claim 2 wherein said filler is a soft,
concrete-like material that hardens upon setting up.

4. A method of constructing a dual purpose golf
green as defined in claim 3 and including the provision
of a flag for removable insertion in said cup when said
plug is removed, thus providing visible assistance in lo-
cating said cup.

* * * * *



