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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

EDWIN J. FLETCHER, OF NEW .YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO THE \VI‘IITING
MANUFACTURING COMPANY, OF SAME PLACE.

CASE OR BOX FOR SILVERWARE, &.c.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 561,384, dated June 2, 1896,

Application filed October 1, 1895,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Epwin J. FLETCHER, a
citizen of .the United States, residing in the
city of New York, in the county and State of
New York, have invented a certain new and
useful Improvement in Cases or Boxes for
Silverware and the Like, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

It is usual to inclose articles of silverware,
jewelry, cut glass, &c., especially the larger
individual pieces, in nicely-finished cases or
boxes. Those now generally used are expen-
sive to manufacture and their cost adds eon-
siderably to the price of articles sold in boxes.

The object of my invention is to greatly
cheapen the cost of manufacture and to pro-
duce boxes which shall be light, strong, and
durable and in all respects as rich and attrac-
tive in appearance as the more expensive
boxes'made by the old methods.

The principal portions of my box are of
thin wood. The body is rectangular with
rounded corners, formed by bending the wood
at those points. Thebed-frame inclosing the
padded surface upon which the article rests
is formed like the body, but is smaller and
is secured to the base. Thebody is attached
to the base by a hinge-joint along one edge
and forms a cover. - The whole is nicely fin-
ished by covering with leather, leatherette,
paper, or other material so applied and joined
as to conceal the edges of the covering and
produce a peculiarly rich and tasty appear-
ance. o
The accompanying drawings form a part
of this specification.

Figure 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of
a box constructed according to my invention.
T'ig. 2 is a corresponding end view. Fig. 3is
a section of a portion showing the joint be-
tween the top and body. Fig. 4 is a similar
view showing the base. TFig. 5 shows the
hinge connection. Figs. 3, 4, and 5 are on a
larger scale.” Fig. 6 is a transverse section
showing amodification. Fig.7shows a modi-
fied form of the hinge. Figs. 8 and 9 are

views of the body and bed-frame as seen from
above before the covering is applied. Fig.
10 is an edge view, on a small scale, showing
the board before bending. Tig. 11 is a simi-
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lar view of a portion on a larger scale.
12 is a face view of a base-picce.

Similar letters of reference indicate like
parts in all the figures. :

A* is a thin strip of any suitable wood,
having its ends beveled or scarfed to match
together to form a smooth joint, and having
groups of parallel transverse grooves cut
partly through at points where the strip is to
be bent in forming it into a rectangle with
rounded corners. The grooves may be pro-
duced by passing the strip over projecting
V-shaped cutters or saws arranged in a suit-
able table in corresponding groups on a re-
volving shaft. The V-grooves so formed are
filled with glue and the scarfed ends similarly
coated. The strip is then bent in a suitable
mold or around a former or otherwise into a
hollow rectangle. The scarfed ends are
nicely fitted together and the whole firmly
held until the glue has set. The number of
V-grooves in each group and the angles of
the sides of the grooves are so proportioned
that the act of bending brings the sides to-
gether and results in a nearly smooth and
uniform interior surface. When sufficiently
dry, the hollow rectangle, intended to serve
as the body portion of a case, is treated by a
suitable tool to form the rounded upper edge
of the body A and leave the extreme upper
face flat, as at a. The sharp angle at the
outer corner of the lower edge. is removed by
similar treatment and the body is ready to
be covered.

The top B is a piece of thin board having
the proper dimensions and rounded corners
to match to the bodies A. The edges are
worked by hand or machinery to remove the
sharp corner from the face which is to lie up-
permost and smoothly round it off on an oval
curve.
is longer and wider to project a litfle on all
sides and has both upper and lower edges
rounded. »

The bed-frame D is made from a strip hav-
ing the cross-section shown, and is V-groaved,
scarfed, and formed into rectangular frames
of the proper size in a manner similar to that
described in treating bodies A.

I will deseribe the covering material and
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2 561,384

lining as paper, unless otherwise stated; but
it will be understood that leather, leatherette,
plush, velvet, silk, or other materials may be
used singly or combined, if preferred.

The body A is coated with paste on the ex-
terior and upper and lower edges and extend-
ing a short distance upward on the interior.
A strip E of paper wider than the height of
the body is similarly coated on one side and
smoothly applied around the body A, with its
upper edge nearly coinciding with the upper
edge of the body and its lower edge extend-
ing under and up a short distance on the in-
terior. A lining-strip G of strawboard of a
width a little less than the height of the body
is cut to a length to match closely within the
latter when bent to shape and its ends abut-
ted. It is covered on the interior face and
both edges by a strip G of the same or differ-
ent paper extending over the edge and lap-
ping a little upon the interior surface and is
pasted to the inner surface of the hody A
with its lower edge flush therewith and form-
ing at the upper edge an offset G®. The top

B receives a pasted sheet E' on its upper face,

the edges ¢’ being turned under slightly on
all gides.

A piece of strawboard G? having a length
and width a little less than the top, receives
a covering-piece G* on its under face and is
then pasted or glued securely upon the un-
der face of the top B, forming an offset G all
around. Glueis then applied to the offset G?
and the top placed in position upon the body
A, the offset G° matching o and nearly fill-
ing the offset G* and forcing the glue upward
under the overhung edge of the top and se-
curing the latter to the flat portion a, formed
on the upper surface of the rounded edge to
receive it. Thus put together the edges of
the covering material are completely con-
cealed, excepting the overlapping end of the
strip E, which is made to come at the back.
The edges ¢’ and ¢° at the top lie in that joint
and the edges g* ¢’ lie in the offset, while the
lower edge e of the outer covering and the
lower edge ¢ of the lining-piece G lie against
each other in the joint between the lining-
piece and body.

The base Cis coated on the under side with
paste and receives a sheet H sufficiently large

to cover it and be turned over the edges a

little distance and be secured upon the upper
surface along the margins. The raw edge v
is hidden by a piece of strawboard J, having
a strip J' of gilt or other paper folded over
and pasted upon its edges to form an orna-
mental piping pasted to the upper surface of
the base C, and is in turn covered by a simi-
lar but smaller piece I of strawboard with
its edges covered by a strip K' and glued
upon the piece J.

The bed-frame D has a strip L. pasted upon
its outer surface and turned under below and
over the upper edge. A strawboard strip 1./,
matching to the interior of the bed-frame,
carries the bed-covering 12, of silk or other

rich fabrie, secured to the outer face of the
stripL’. Thelatter is then coated with paste
and applied within the bed-frame, which, hav-
ing received the cotton padding L? covered
by the silk, is ready to be glued upon the
piece K, and thus secured to the base C. The
raw edge 2 of the silk and the upper edge (
of the strip I are concealed between the strip
I/ and the bed-frame D, and the lower edge
' of the strip L lies under the frame.

The outer face of the bed-frame is curved,
as shown, from the narrow upper edge to a
perpendicular near the lower edge to allow
the body to swing clear in lifting and also to
be held in the closed condition by the slight
friction between the straight portion and the
inner surface of the body when forced to
place. The hinging of the body A to the base
is effected, as shown in Figs. & and 7, by a
strip of strong fabric M, glued to the under
face of the body at the rear and to the under
surface of the bed-frame, the fold lying at
the extreme rear edge. Astrip of similar ma-
terial is strongly glued between the interior
face of the body and its lining-piece G to form
a stop M’ to prevent the body swinging too
far backward and endangering the hinge.
The free edges of the strips M and M’ are
joined by gluing or they may be in one piece
folded, as shown in Fig. 7, and are secured
in proper position upon the under side of the
bed-frameD. Thewholelowerface of the lat-
ter and that portion of the fabric strips are
then coated with glue and fastened to the
piece K and the box set away to thoroughly
dry.

I have shown an ornamental cord R lying
in the joint between the top and body and se-
cured by gluing. Itcoversthe joint, and may
in some cases be preferable, but is not essen-
tial.

It will be observed that the lower edge of
the strip E at the back is not turned in tolie
between the body A and strip G, but is ex-
tended upon the piece I beneath the hinge,
forming part of the latter and concealing the
fabric from view. Thestrip E may be turned
in, as at the front, or may be pasted to the
back edges of the pieces Jand K and turned
under and be secured beneath the base.

It is important that the salient angles of
thebody, top, base, and bed-frame be smoothly
rounded, for the reason that such rounding
adds greatly to the richness of the appearance
by producing an effect of increased thickness
in the covering material. In order that this
effect be not dispelled by showing the real
thickness of the covering, the edges of the
latter are carefully concealed in the joints be-
tween the members.

Various modifications may be made in the
forms and proportions and In the details of
construction. Fig. 6 shows a box in which
the strip G is earried to the upper edge of the
body A and the piece G*dispensed with. This
form also shows an ornamental strip lying
within the bed-frame D, between the latter
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and the silk covering 1?2, and the piping J is
omifted. The piece K may also be dispensed
with and the bed-frame be secured directly
upon the base C.

The outline of the body and other portions
may be varied from the rectangular form with
rounded corners here shown.

The straight sides may be hollowed or
swelled and the base correspondingly curved.

The covering and lining may be varied or
dispensed with in part and the box finished
by painting or varnishing the natural wood.
The paper referred to in the foregoing is pref-
erably whatisknown as ‘‘embossed” or “fig-
ured” paper having a rich finish and well
adapted forthis purpose. Inmore expensive

_boxes the outer covering may be fine kid-
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leather with an inner covering of the same
or different material. .

Metal hinges may be used, if preferred, or
they may be of leather or paper reinforced
with strong muslin. - Any suitable lock or
catch may be used to hold the body to the
base at the front in addition to the friction
between the surfaces. _

Boxes made in accordance with my inven-
tion may be manufactured in quantities at
small cost. The main parts are machine-
worked and do not require skilled Iabor. The
covering and assembling may be facilitated
by using properly-shaped forms and other
appliances and require only the skill and
care usually exercised by ordinary paper-box
malkers.

As constructed, there is little danger of glue
exuding from the joints and defacing the cov-
ering. The glue joining the top Bto the body
A is applied in the offset G and is not liable

“to extend beyond the joint. The base C and

the pieces J and K thereon need not be coated
to the extreme edges, and the bed-frame D
may be fastened by a line of glue not extend-

. ing to the outer face.
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The tops and bases may be formed from
sheets of wood or strawboard laid face to face
and shaped by a cutter or suitable die.

Other material than wood may be used for
the bodies.

The strawboard strip shown in Iig. 6 be-
tween the bed-frame and silk may, if pre-
ferred, be placed outside the bed-frame, the
proportions of the parts being changed to cor-
respond.

The joint at the base may be concealed by
a cord similar to the cord R at the top.

‘What IThave described as paste or glue may
It may be applied
to the stiff surfaces only and the thin pre-
viously-dampened paper be secured thereto
without being coated.

I claim as my invention-—~ '

1. Inacase orboxfor silverware or the like,
abase, abed-framesecured to the base, a body
matching to the bed-frame and a top secured
to the body, each of said members having the
salient angles thereof smoothly rounded, and
a thin covering of flexible material applied

on the exterior faces of each of such mem-
bers, the edges of the said covering material
being concealed inthe joints between the sev-
eral members, all combined and arranged to
serve substantially as herein specified.

2. In a case or box for silverware and the
like, the body having rounded corners formed
by grooving transversely and bending at those
points, and having the ends fastened, in com-
bination with a top matching to the body, a
base to which the body is secured, and a Ded-
frame attached to the base and matching
thereto and lying within the body, all sub-
stantially as herein specified.

3. In a case or box for silverware and the
like, the bed-frame having rounded corners
formed by grooving transversely and bending
at those points and having the ends joined
and fastened, and a strip covering the outer
surface and upper and lower edges, in com-
bination with a base to which the said bed-
frame is secured and a body matching to and
inclosing the bed-frame, all substantially as
herein specified.

4. In a case or box for silverware and the
like, the body having rounded upper edges,
and rounded corners formed by grooving
transversely and bending at those points, and
having the ends joined and fastened, in com-
bination with a top matching to the body, a
base to which the body is attached and a bed-
frame secured to the base and lying within
the body and having its corners rounded by
grooving transversely and bending to match
to and be inclosed by the body, all substan-
tially as herein specified. '

5. In a case or box, the body A, strip E cov-
ering its exterior and upper and lower edges,
and the lining-strip G matching to and in-
closed by the body, in combination with the
top B, sheet B covering its upper surface and
edges, all substantially as herein specified.

6. In a case or box, the body A, strip E cov-
ering its exterior and upper and lower edges,
and the lining-strip G matching to and in-
closed by the body, the covering-strip G’ on
the inner face and edges of said lining-strip,

| the height of the latter being less than the

body, to form an offset G2, in combination with
the top B sheet K’ covering its upper surface
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and edges, and the piece G and its covering .

G4, secured to the under face of the top and
smaller than the latter to form an offset G5
matching to the said offset G2, all substan-
tially as herein specified.

7. Ina case or box, the body A and the strip
E covering its exterior and upper and lower
edges, and the lining-strip G matching to and
inclosed by the body, the strip G’ covering
the inner face and upper and Iower edges of
said lining-strip, the height of the latter be-
ing less than the body to form an offset G?,
in combination with the top B and sheet K’
covering its upper surface and edges, and the
piece G and its covering G%, secured to the
under face of the top and smaller than the
latter to form an offset G5 matehing to the
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said offset G and the cord R eovering the
joint between the top and body, all substan-
tially as herein specified. ‘

8. The base C and its covering-sheet, and
the piece K having its edges covered by strip
K’ and secured to the base, in combination
with the bed-frame D and its covering-strip
1, secured to said piece I, all substantially
as herein specified.

9. The base C and the sheet I coveringits
under surface and edges, the piece J having
its edges covered by the strip J', secured to
the base, and the piece K and strip K’ cover-
ing the edges of the latter, in combination
with the bed-frame D and its covering-strip
I, and bed-covering I.?, all substantially as
herein specified.

10. The body A and covering E therefor,
lining-piece G and its covering G, top B, cov-
ering-sheet B, piece G° and its covering-sheet
G, secured to the under face of said top, in
combination with the base C covering-sheet

11 therefor, pieces J and K having their edges
covered by the strips J' and K', the bed-frame
D covering L. and bed-covering L% and the
hinge M connecting the body and base, all
substantially as herein specified.

11. In a case or box for silverware and the
like, the body A and base C in combination
with a connecting-hinge consisting of the
strip M secured to the body and folded as
shown the strip M’ attached to the inner sur-

face of the body, the strips being joined at

their unattached edges and secured thereby
to the base, the said strip M’ extending across
the joint to form a stop, all substantially as
herein specified.

In testimony that I claim the invention
above set forth I affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

: EDWIN J. FLETCIIER.

Witnesses:

RosTr. CONNOR,
Wau. B. JAMES.
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