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UNITED, STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WM. A. HARRIS, OF PROWIDENCE, RHODE, ISLAND. 

IEEE-GUAIRD FOR BOOTS AND SHOES. 

Specification of Letters Patent No. 28,575, dated June 5, 1860. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, W. A. HARRIs, of 

Providence, in the county of Providence and 
State of Rhode Island, have invented a new 
and Improved Heel-Guard for Boots or 
Shoes; and I do hereby declare that the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description 
thereof, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, forming a part of this 
specification, in which– 

Figure 1, representsa perspective view of 
my improvement in practice. Fig. 2 is a 
longitudinal section taken through a boot, 
showing my improved guard applied to the 
heel thereof. 
Similar letters of reference indicate cor 

responding parts in both figures. 
The nature of my invention consists in 

applying to the heel part, or to the sides, 
or to both, sides and heel of an india rubber 
or leather shoe, or over shoe, a piece or 
pieces of the same material of which the 
shoe is made, or other Suitable material, in 
such manner that the Same Will Serve as a 
guard or protection to the bottoms ofladies” 
skirts, ortogents” pants in w?t and muddy 
weather against their becoming Soiled by 
rubbing against the muddy boot, or to pre 
went mud from being thrown up against 
the dressin walking the guard to be applied 
to the boot, shoe, or over shoe, in any con 
venient manner, either by sewing orcement 
ing it on. It may be made So that it can 
be removed from the boot in dry Weather, 
and readily applied when required. It may 
be made of stif or flexible material, in any 
way, shape or size found best adapted to 
remedy the splashing of dirt on the clothes 
in Walking. 
To enable those skilled in the art to fully 

understand my invention, I. will proceed to 
describe its construction and operation. 

The drawings represent, a boot with a 
guard A, applied to its heel or hind part 
and extending partially around its sides. 
This guard is applied pretty well up on the 
heel and extends down suficiently near to 
the Sole of the boot to protect the clothing, 
but at the same time not to come in contact 
With the ground, nor to beinany way incon 
Venient in walking. 
The guard resembles a hood, very much. 

When attached in the above manner to a 
boot, the lower edge of which projects out 
Some distance from the heel of the boot as 
clearly shown in the drawings. This guard 

| in the case of pantaloons, prewents them 
from Slipping down over the sides and heel 
of the boot; the guard thus holding them 
aWay from that part of the boot which 
Would Soil them. The mud which is usually 
thrown up from the heel on the pants, or 
on the inside of ladies” underskirts, isef 
fectually prewented by the guard A, which 
receives the muld on its inside instead of on 
the outside. 
The advantages of Such an application to 

a boot or shoe im wet and muddy weather 
are obVious, and its cheapness, combined 
with its utility will recommend its introduc 
tion as a valuable article of manufacture. 
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Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent, is, 
Afixing to the heel part of a boot, shoe, 

or over shoe, a suitable guard in the man 
ner substantially as herein described and 
represented. 

WM. A. HARRIS. 
Witnesses: 

ASA ARNOLD, 
A. W. HARRIS. 
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