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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Freperic P. LiyMan, a

‘citizen of the United States, residing at

‘10

Kansas City, in the county of -Jackson and
State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and useful Tmprovements in Bed-Tables, of
which the following is a specification.

" This invention relates to bed tables, and
has for its object to produce a table for the
convenient use of a person sitting up in bed,
my, special object being to produce a table
having legs capable of adjustment to sub-

~ stantially level the table regardless of the
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level of the support for the table legs. - -

A further object is to produce a bed table
of simple, strong, durable, inexpensive an
attractive appearance. /

~With- these objects in view, the invention
consists in certain novel and peculiar fea-
tures of construction and organization as
hereinafter described and claimed; and in
order that it may be fully understood, refer-
ence is to be had to the accompanying draw-
ing, in which:— : '
~ Figure 1, is an end view, partly in section,
of a table embodying my invention. Fig. 2,
is a side view of the table, the dotted lines
indicating how the legs are folded to inoper-
ative position. Fig. 3, is an inverted plan
view of the table. '

In the said drawing, 1 is the table top.of

- oblong rectangular form and 2 are parallel

cross bracing strips, secured to the table top
near eath end thereof. .

8 are cross pieces upon which the table top
is adapted to rest in wuse, and said cross
pieces are hinged at 4 to the table top and
are adapted when upright to bear against the
bracing strips 2. The cross pieces are pref-
erably rounded at their lower edges and
formed in such edges at opposite sides of the
central longitudinal plane of the table are

.downwardly diverging sockets 5, and out-

ward of said sockets are similar but more
widely diverging sockets 6. - SR
"7 are supporting legs, provided with re-

duced portions or tenons 8 at their upper-

ends, adapted to engage the sockets 5 or 6,
accordingly, as it is desired to increase or
diminish the height of the table, and when it
is desired to dispose the table top at an in-
cline with respect to the plane of the lower
ends of the legs, the legs at one side of the
longitudinal center of the table may be
shifted or adjusted for engagement with a
different set of the sockets, that is to say, if

the tenons of all of the legs are engaging
sockets 5, two of the legs will be adjusted to
dispose the tenons thereof in the adjacent
sockets 6. '

In Fig. 1, dotted lines indicate the adjust-
ment referred to, it being understood that
the right hand legs 7 rest upon the most de-
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pressed portion of a bed, for instance, that

portion which is most depressed because it
sustains the greater part of the weight of the
body when one is sitting up in bed, the
dotted line indicating that portion of the bed
adjacent the knees, and which, under ordi-

- nary conditions, will not be depressed to the

same extent as the other portion referred to,
because less weight is imposed upon it.

9 is a block secured to the underside of the
table top at the center thereof and fastened

“to said block is a resilient locking strip 10,
- the same engaging recesses 11 in the cross

pieces 3 when the latter are vertical or un-
folded, to hold them in such position, and
when the legs. are folded to inoperative posi-
tion, as indicated by dotted lines, Fig. 2, the
strip 10 will fit against the outer faces of
cross pieces 3 and therefore hold the legs in
folded position for convenience in storing
the table or in carrying it from one place to
another: .

12. is a perforated plate to form an ink

-well holder, and said plate is pivoted at 13

$o that it may be turned at right angles to
the position shown in Fig. 3 and therefore
projéct. outward ‘beyond the adjacent edge
of the table top so that an ink well may be
supported in the perforation without danger
of being turned over accidentally.

. 14 'is a plate secured to the underside of
the table at one end and hinged thereto is

a hasp 15 adapted when not in use to fit -

over a screw eye 16 secured in the underside
of the table top. When the screw eye .is

_turned at right angles to the position shown,

the hasp can be swung downward from en-

- gagement with said screw eye and then be

utilized for hanging the table upon a wall
or other support. )

This table .is adapted for use only upon
a bed or cot, and when in use the table top
will be arranged transversely across and
just in front of the user, and to level the

table as hereinbefore referred to, the legs .

thereof nearest the body of the user wiil
occupy the sockets 5, and the other legs will
be caused to engage the sockets 6 at the op-
posite side of the longitudinal center of the
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table. By this arrangement of the legs the
plane of the table and the bottoms of the
legs converge toward the foot.of the bed,
but as the support for the legs occupying

the sockets 6 is higher than the support for -
the other pair of legs; the table top will

occupy a substantially horizontal position

~and hence may be used by the occupant of.

the bed with the greatest ease and con-
venience. ‘ . o :
From- the above description it will be ap-
parent that I have produced. a table for use
upon a bed or cot- which embodies the
features of advantage enumerated as de-
sirable and which may be modified in minor
particulars without departing from the
principle of constrnction involved or sacri-
ficing any of the advantages of the ap-
pended claims and in this connection I de-
sire to state that when the table is used as
a writing- table it is desirable to. incline it

toward the user by setting the table legs

nearest the body of the user in sockets 6 so

as to effect a decided lowering of the edge.
of the table nearest to the user as by thus
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inclining the table a letter or other matter
may be written with greater convenience
than if the table is substantially level, as
will be readily understood. - '

I claim:— '

‘A table comprising a top, cross piecés se-

cured to the top at the underside of the
same and each provided with a pair of up-
wardly converging. sockets at each corner
of the table, the sockets at each corner con-
verging upward with respect to the other
sockets in the same cross piece, and a leg to
support each corner of the table, the legs of
the same cross pieces engaging either of the
sockets at the same corner accordingly as
it is desired to dispose them at equal or un-
equal angles and therefore hold the table top
parallel or tilted with respect to the plane
of the lower ends of the legs.

In testimony whereof, I affix my signa-

‘ture, in the presence of two witnesses. -

: . FREDERIC P. LYMAN.:
Witnesses : :
Herex C. RopeErs,

G. Y. TuoreE.
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