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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT PRYOR, a citi-
zen of. the United States, residing at Rusk,
in the county of Cherokee and State of Texas,
have invented a new and useful Fence-Post,
of which the following is a specification.

The invention has special reference to im-
provements in that class of fence posts which
are adapted for use in connection with wire
fences; and it has for its object the produc-
tion of a post wherein the wires may be re-
movably secured, sothat it will be possible to
diseonnect the posts and wires at will, to the
end that the wires may be adjusted or changed.

The invention consists in the construction

and novel combination and arrangement of

parts hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the aceompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the accompanying drawings: Figure 1
representsa perspective view of a fence-post

constructed after the manner of my inven-

tion and showing the wires applied thereto as
in practice; Fig. 2, dn enlarged side eleva-
tion of a portion of the fence post, and show-
ing one of the sockets and the wedge in the
act of securing a wire; Fig. 3,a cross-section
on the line z—=x of Fig. 2; Fig. 4, a detail

. perspective of the wedge; Fig.5,a view look-
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ing down upon the socket, and showing the

. fencein cross-section; Fig. 6, a vertical section
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of a portion of the post and attached wires,

and showing several of the wedgesin the po-

sitions which they assume when affixing a
wire. :

The reference numeral 1 indicates the body
of the post, which is preferably formed of
cast-or wrought iron and provided with verti-
caland longitudinal strengthening ribs 2. If
will be understood that this construection,
while preferred, is not essential. Formed in-
tegral with the post 1, and extending longi-
tudinally thereon, are the ribs 3, which may
be of any number equal to the number of
wires which it is desired to secure to the post,
and which are formed semi-cireular in eross-
section, with their curved sides outward.
These ribs arelongitudinally aligned, though
distinet from each other, and are each at-
tended by the respective arms 4. The arms
4 may be either fixed to or formed integral

with the post, and project outwardly and up-
wardly therefrom at an angle of about forty
degrees from the perpendicular of the post.
Formed longitudinally in each arm 4 is the
groove or semi-circular concavity 5. This
groove is of an extent in cross-section equal
to the width of the plate, and is concentric
to the curved side of therib 3. Thus it will
be seen that the arrangement of each rib 3

‘and arm 4 forms a wedge-shaped opening

bounded on one side by the circular groove 5,
and on the other by the rib 3. Within this
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triangular or wedge-shaped spacethe wire 10 .

is adapted to be arranged, and to be driven
therein by the wedge 6. The wedge 6 is formed
with a perpendicular side 7, adapted, when
operating, to lie against the right-hand side
of the post 1, or directly adjacent to the rib
3, and having formed therein the semi-circu-
lar groove 8, of a size and shape capable of
snugly receiving therib 3. Theopposite side
of the wedge 6 is formed with the beveled or
inclined portion 9,and this is formed convex
and in conformity with the grooves 5 of the
arms 4. The purpose of this construetion is
to guide the wedge into the sockets. A por-
tion of the side of the edge having the in-
clined side 9 is left plane or perpendicular,
while the upper end of the wedge is squared
so as to form a surface capable of receiving
the blows of a driving instrument by which
the wedge will be driven down. '

" The wires 10 are of the usual or any pre-
ferred form, and are one for each arm and rib.
In the use of the invention, the wires are
placed between theirrespectiveribsand arms
and moved downwardly in the wedge-shaped
spaces aforesaid, until they bind against the
lower ends thereof, or at the juncture of the
arms and post. The wedge 6 should next be
placed between the arm and rib to whieh it
belongs, and with its groove 8 in position to
receive the rib, while the beveled face 9 is
partly within the groove 5. The operation of
securing the wireis completed by driving the
wedge 6 down into the space between the
arm and rib, thereby forcing the lower end
of the rib to engage the wire and to cause
said wire to move into the lowest portion of
the space between the rib and arm, thereby
forming in the wire a gemi-circular bend, con-
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forming to the shape of the rib 3 and lying
snugly in the space at the lowerend thereof.
The wedge is now removed and used to se-
cure a second wire; and so the operation is
continued until all the wires have been se-
cured. Thus it will be seen that it is quite
impossible for the wire to be accidentally re-
moved after being secured by my device, and
that lateral movement of the wire on the post
will be an impossibility, since the bend that
is formed in the wire will operate to hold it
immovably in place. To remove the wire,
for adjustment or other purposes, all that is
necessary is to give the wire a few light blows
on the under side, which will cause the wire
to move out of the position in which it was
first secured. :

It will be understood that the essentialities
of my invention lie in the arm 4, and the rib
3, and that these may be increased or dimin-
ished in number indefinitely. For example,
I have shown a post in which eight sets of

_ plates and ribs are provided, but in the speci-
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fication I have described them in thesingular.
The reason for thisapparent diserepancy will,
however, be understood. It will also be un-

derstood that there is no necessity for but one
wedge 6, and that this device is used only to
drive the wire into thespace between the arm
4 and rib 3, after which it is removed.

In Fig. 2 the wedge is shown in the act of
driving the wire, and in Fig. 6 I have shown
the wedge operating in two places, while in

Fig. 1'it does not appear at all, sinee it is of
no use after the wires are onee in place.

If the arms 4 are formed integral with the
body of the post they will, of course, be cast
therewith; and if they are rigidly secured to
the same, this will be effected by the process
of welding. The arms will be welded only in 4o
the case of a wrought-iron post; and this
mode will be used but little in practice, since
the posts may be cast much cheaper than
they can be formed of wrought iron. In the
drawings I have not shown the parts in ex- 43
actly the proper proportions, the arms 4 be-
ing larger than necessary. This is, however,

a matter of no essential importance.

Having described the invention, I claim—

A fence post having a vertical rib thereon 5o
and an arm rigidly secured to the post and
adjacent to the rib and projeecting outwardly
and upwardly therefrom, said arm having the
side which is adjacent to the rib formed with
a groove extending parallel with the rib, 53
whereby the wire may be driven between the
arm and the post and bent 8o as to lie around
the rib and in the groove, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 6o
my own I have hereto affixed my signaturein .
the presence of two witnesses.

ROBT. PRYOR.
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Witnesses:
R. McCLURE,
E. J. BOTEMAN.




