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clutch mechanism for selectively connecting and disconnecting a power
transmission path between a drive power source and drive wheels, and which
is capable of disconnecting the power transmission path during travel to
cause the vehicle to coast. The vehicle control device is provided with: a
means for detecting vehicle speed; a means for detecting accelerator opera-
tion by a driver; a means for detecting brake operation by the driver; a per-
forming means for performing coasting control in which, in cases when the
accelerator operation amount during travel is returned to a prescribed opera-
tion amount or less, the clutch mechanism is released and the power transmis -
sion path is disconnected to cause the vehicle to coast; a determination means
which, when coasting control is being performed, determines whether a
driver deceleration request is greater than a prescribed value on the basis of
the vehicle speed and the brake operation; and an ending means which, in
cases when the deceleration request is greater than the prescribed value, de-
b termines that the deceleration request is acute, engages the clutch mechanism
and connects the power transmission path to end the coasting control.
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