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My invention relates to copyholders for use on 
a typewriter desk or table to hold in convenient 
position the Stenographer's notebook or other 
material to be copied, the copyholder being de 
Signed to function as a receptacle for a notebook 
Or, other material during storage or transporta 
tion. 
The primary object of my invention is the 

provision of a copyholder which is so simple in 
construction that it may be profitably manufac. 
tured to be sold at a price low enough to attract 
every user or owner of a typewriter. 
Another object of the invention is the provision 

of a copyholder which eliminates all of the un 
necessary parts of the prior copyholders which 
complicate the operation and use of the previous 
copyholders and which unrecessarily increase 
the cost, 
Another of my objects is the provision of a 

copyholder having a base with a tabie hingedly 
Secured thereto With a pair of stops for prevent 
ing accidental movement of the table in either 
direction from its operative position. 
Another object is the provision of a copyholder 

having a base and a table hingedly connected 
together with a prop hingedly connected with 
the table to abut against the base, the prop being 
Spring urged toward operative position. 
Another object which I have in view is the 

provision of a novel form of releasable paper clamp 
for clamping leaves of paper tightly against the 
table of a copyholder. 

Having in view these objects and others which 
will be pointed out in the following description, 
I will now refer to the drawing, in which 
Figure 1 is a view in isometric projection show. 

ing the copyholder in operative position. 
Figure 2 is a plan view showing the rear-sur 

face of the upper end portion of the table and 
showing particularly the Spring nechanism for 
actuating the pi'ops and the clamp. 

Figure 3 is a sectional view on the line 3-3 
of Figure 2, looking in the direction of the allows, 
the parts being shown in considerably enlarged 
Scale. 

Figure 4 is a sectionai View showing fraginents 
of the base and table at the hinged ends thereof 
as they appear in the operative position of the 
copyholder. 

Figure 5 is an elevational view of the parts 
shown in Figure 4 as they appear When the copy 
holder is closed, 
The base 9 is in the form of a tray having 

a botton, a pair of upstanding side flanges 
and 2 and a pair of upstanding end flanges 3 
and 4. The flange 3 as weli as the adjacent 
ends of the fianges and 2 are cut away as 
shown in Figure i to provide v-shaped notches 
5 whose function will be subsequently explained. 

In a similar manner the flange 4 and the bottom 

(Cl. 120-28) 
Wall of the base are cut away to provide a 
notch 6. 
The table it is also in the form of a tray hav 

ing depending side flanges 3 and 9 and an end 
jiange 26. The table 2 is secured to the base 
is by means of riveted ayelets 3' which constitute 
the pivot for the opening and closing movements 
of the table relative to the base. The relative 
dinnensions are such that the flanges 8 and is 
lie outside the fiaiages and 2 respectively and 
that the fiange 28 lies outside the fiange 4. 
The table i n)ay be raised to operative posi 

tion by insecting tile end of a finger in the notch 
f8 to release the flanges of the table from fric 
tional contact with the flanges of the base and 
by then completing the raising movement by up 
Ward pressure on any of the flanges of the table. 
The upward overnent of the table is limited 

to the desired inclination which affords the great 
est convenience to the copyist. This limit of 
movement is provided, as best shown in Figure 4, 
by the lower edge of the table contacting with 
the beveled end edges of the fianges and 2. 
In the Figure 4 position the table 3 will support 
the original to be copied, the flange 3 serving 
as a ledge to prevent the downward sliding of 
the material which is supported on the table. 
To avoid rough edges, the flange 3 is folded over 
On itself as shown in Figures 4 axld 5. 
To the under surface of the table ; are secured 

two brackets 22 which are Spaced from the table 
by means of spacing straps 23. The bracket 22 
is formed by curling the opposite end portions of 
a strap to provide two loops 24 and 25. Two 
props 26 are provided for holding the table : in 
inclined position to prevent collapse of the copy 
holder due to the vibration resulting from the 
operation of the typewriter, the props being au 
tornatically shifted into operative position when 
the copyholder is opened. The two props 25 are 
connected at their upper extirenities by a pivot 
member 22 having its bearings in loops 24. For 
convenience in manufacture, the two props 26 
and the pivot member 2 are integral, being 
formed from a rod of suitable length which is 
bent into U-form. A stop member 23 is em 
ployed for limiting the opening movement of 
the props. The Stop nernbers are somewhat 
wider than the brackets 22 in order to obstruct, 
the paths of the props 26 as best shown in Fig 
ures 2 and 3 in order to limit the inclination of 
the table. 
The automatic movement of the props 26 to 

operative position is accomplished by a pair of 
Springs 29 which are coiled about the pivot men 
ber 2 and which bear against the props to urge 
the props into the position shown in Figures 
1 and 3. 

It Will be readily apparent that the opening 
movement of the table 7 toward its operative 
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position Will be automatically accompanied by 
the movement of the props 26. After the parts 
move over center, the props assist in the fur 
ther movement of the table until they assume the 
Figure 3 position against the stops 28. The actu 
ation of these stops is substantially simultaneous 
with the action of the stop shown in Figure 4. 
In closing the copy rack it is only necessary to 
first move the props past center whereupon the 
table 7 Will readily be movable to closing posi 
tion. 
AS previously noted, the opening movement of 

the table 7 with respect to the base 0 is limited 
by the engagement of the lower edge of table 7 
with the edges of the notches 5 in flanges 
and 2. After the props 26 are moved over cen 
ter, the closing movement is limited by the en 
gagement of props 26 with stop members 28. 
Thus, with the table in its Figure 1 position, only 
a limited amount of movement of table 7 with 
respect to base f) is permitted so that it is im 
pOSSible to accidentally collapse the copyholder 
by bumping against the table f7. 
The table f7 is adapted to support a notebook 

but when the copy must be made from loose 
leaves of paper, and especially when the leaves 
are Soft and flexible, additional holding means 
become desirable. For the purpose of clamping 
leaves to the table fl, I provide a clamp 30 pass 
ing transversely over the table and in pressing 
contact therewith. The clamp 30 is in U-form, 
the arm 3 passing through an aperture in the 
flange f8. The arm 3 is journalled in the loops 
25, a stop member 32 being provided for prevent 
ing the accidental Withdrawal of the arm 3. A 
Spring 33 coiled about the arm 3 holds the arm 
30 tightly in contact against the table . To 
use the clamp, it is only necessary to lift the arm 
30 and to insert the leaf or leaves under the arm 
and to release the arm into clamping position. 
Having thus described my invention in such 

full, clear, and exact terms that its construction 
and operation will be readily understood by others 
skilled in the art to which it pertains, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States is: 

1. A folding copyholder having a base and a 
table hingedly Secured together adjacent their 
forward edges, Said base and said table being 
provided With engaging edges adjacent the hinged 
connection therebetween to determine the maxi 
mum inclination of Said table, a prop hingedly 
Secured to one of said members and adapted to 
engage the other to limit the movement of said 
table towards said base, a stop associated with 
the hinge for Said prop to limit the outward 
movement of Said prop and thereby limit the 
minimum inclination of Said table when in oper 
ative position to an angle only slightly less than 
that of Said maximum inclination, and means 
yieldably holding Said prop in engagement with 
Said Stop. 

2. A folding copyholder having a base and a 
table hingedly secured together adjacent their 
forward edges, said base and said table being 
provided with engaging edges adjacent the hinged 
connection therebetween to determine the max 
imum inclination of Said table, a prop hingedly 
Secured to One of Said members and adapted to 
engage the other to limit the movement of said 
table towards said base, a stop associated with 
the hinge for said prop to limit the outward 

movement of said prop and thereby limit the min 
imum inclination of Said table when in operative 
position to an angle only slightly less than that 
of Said maximum inclination, and means yield 
ably urging said prop outwardly in the direction 
of Said stop So that upon said base and table 
being opened outwardly to substantially the angle 
of maximum inclination, said prop automatical 
ly moves out against said stop. 

3. A folding copyholder including a base hav 
ing upturned flanges, a table having downwardly 
turned flanges so spaced as to permit telescoping 
Said table Over Said base, means pivotally con 
necting the Side flanges of said base and table 
together adjacent their forward edges to permit 
relative SWinging movement of said base and 
table, said side flanges of said base being pro 
vided with V-shaped notches adjacent their for 
Ward edges, and means operative upon said table 
being Swung away from said base to maintain 
it at an angular inclination substantially the 
Same as that of the rear walls of said V-shaped 
notches whereby said rear walls of said notches 
form a continuation of the supporting surface 
of the table and the front flange of said base 
forms an abutment Wall for the forward edge of 
the material resting on said table. 

4. A folding copyholder including a base hav 
ing upturned side and front flanges, a table 
hingedly Secured to Said base adjacent the for 
Ward edges of Said table and base, said upturned 
Side flanges being provided with V-shaped 
notches immediately adjacent the front flange, 
Said notches being so disposed that the upward 
ly SWinging movement of the table is terminated 
by the engagement of the forward edge thereof 
With the rear walls of said notches, a pivotally 
mounted prop for limiting the swinging move 
ment of Said table downwardly, and means for 
causing Said prop to assume a position in which 
the angular inclination of the table substantially 
corresponds to the angular inclination of the rear 
walls of Said notches whereby the bottom edge 
of the material Supported on said table rests in 
Said notches. 

5. A folding copyholder including a base having 
upturned flanges, a table having downwardly 
turned flanges So Spaced as to permit closely tele 
Scoping Said table over said base, means pivotally 
connecting the side flanges of said base and table 
together adjacent their forward edges to permit 
relative Swinging movement of said base and 
table, a bracket member secured to the under 
side of Said table within the depth enclosed by 
Said flanges, Said bracket being rolled at opposite 
ends to form two bearing loops, a U-shaped clamp 
having one leg journalled in one of said loops 
parallel to the plane of said table, biasing means 
asSociated With Said one leg to urge the other 
leg of Said clamp into clannping engagement with 
the upper Surface of said table, a U-shaped prop 
member comprising a base portion journalled in 
the other of Said bearing loops and legs extending 
transversely to said base portion to engage said 
base, means associated with said base portion 
of Said prop member to bias the free ends of said 
legs outwardly, and a fixed stop secured to the 
under Side of Said table to limit the outward 
movement of Said legs and consequently the angle 
Of inclination of said table with respect to said 
base when Said table is in operative position. 
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