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(57) ABSTRACT

A new cultivar of hybrid Rhododendrorn plant named
‘AZAAREO02’ that is characterized by its uniform and com-
pact plant habit, its floriferous blooming habit, its dense
branching habit, its inflorescences with petals that are non-
overlapping resulting in a star-shaped appearance, its clearly
visible stamens and pollen, its flowers that are bright lilac
purple in color, and its leaves that are narrow and long in
size.

2 Drawing Sheets
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Botanical classification: Rhododendron hybrid.
Cultivar designation: ‘AZAARE02’.

CROSS REFERENCE TO A RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is related to a European plant breeders’
rights application filed on Oct. 27, 2021, application No.
2021/2567 and to a plant breeders’ rights application filed in
The United Kingdom on Apr. 30, 2022, Application No.
17/35. The Applicant received the information for the Plant
breeders’ rights applications directly from the Inventor. This
application is also co-pending with a U.S. Plant Patent
Applications filed for plants derived from the same breeding
program that are entitled Rhododendron Plant Named

‘AZAAREO1’ (US. Plant patent application Ser. No. !

18/101,058) and Rhododendron Plant Named ‘AZAARE03’
(U.S. Plant patent application Ser. No. 18/101,077).

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Rhododendron plant of hybrid origin, botanically known
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as Rhododendron ‘AZAARE02’ and will be referred to
hereafter by its cultivar name, ‘AZAARE02’. ‘AZAARE02’
is a new cultivar of Rhododendror shrub grown for use as
a landscape plant.

The new invention arose from an ongoing controlled
breeding program in Paterswolde, The Netherlands. A goal
of the breeding program was to develop hybrid cultivars of
Rhododendron with flowers that are unique in shape and
color.

The Inventor made a controlled cross in 2010 in a test
garden in Paterswolde, The Netherlands between two
unnamed and unpatented plants from the Inventor’s breed-
ing program; the female parent a proprietary seedling of

5 Rhododendron stenopetalum X Rhododendron simsii) and

the male parent designated as 1118-11; a proprietary seed-
ling of Rhododendron simsii. ‘ AZAARE02’ was selected in
2016 as a single unique plant amongst the resulting seed-
lings.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by stem cuttings in Paterswolde, The Netherlands in
2016 under the direction the Inventor. Asexual propagation
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by stem cuttings has determined that the characteristics of
the new cultivar are stable and are reproduced true to type
in successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of ‘AZAAREQ02’. These attri-
butes in combination distinguish ‘AZAARE02’ as a new and
distinct cultivar of Rhododendron.

1. “AZAAREQ2’ exhibits a uniform and compact plant

habit.

2. ‘AZAARFEO02’ exhibits a floriferous blooming habit.

3. ‘AZAAREOQ02’ exhibits a dense branching habit.

4. ‘AZAAREO02’ exhibits inflorescences with petals that
are non-overlapping resulting in a star-shaped appear-
ance.

5. ‘AZAAREQ2’ exhibits clearly visible stamens and
pollen.

6. ‘AZAAREQ2’ exhibits flowers that are bright lilac
purple in color.

7. ‘AZAAREQ2’ exhibits leaves that are narrow and long
in size.

Both parent plants of ‘AZAARE02’ differ from
‘AZAARE02’ in having less compact and more open and
less uniform plant habits and inflorescences that lack the
star-shaped appearance of ‘AZAARE02’. ‘AZAARE02’ can
also be most closely compared to the Rhododendron culti-
vars ‘Kinku Saku” (US. Plant Pat. No. 17,177),
‘AZAAREO01” and ‘AZAARE03’. ‘Kinku Saku’ differs from
‘AZAAREO02’ in having flowers that are pink in color, flower
petals that are touching, and a shorter and later blooming
period. ‘AZAAREO1’ is similar to ‘AZAARFEO02’ in being
similar in size and in having flowers with petals that are
non-overlapping. ‘AZAAREOQ1” differs from ‘AZAARE02’
in having flowers that are bright pink in color. ‘AZAAREO03’
differs from ‘AZAAREO02’ in having flowers that are white-
purple in color.

STATEMENT REGARDING PRIOR
DISCLOSURES BY THE INVENTOR

The Applicant asserts that no publications or advertise-
ments relating to sales, offers for sale, or public distribution
occurred more than one year prior to the effective filing date
of this application. Any information about the claimed plant
would have been obtained from a direct or indirect disclo-
sure from the Inventor. The Applicant claims a prior art
exemption under 35 U.S.C. 102(b)(1) for disclosure and/or
sales that fall within a one-year grace period prior to the
filing date. Disclosures include website listings by Thomp-
son-Morgan, Suttons, Provender Nurseries, Green Leaf, and
Cowell’s Garden Centre.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying color photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new Rko-
dodendron. The plant in the photograph is 20-months in age
as grown outdoors with 3 plugs in a 19-cm container in
Moerbeke, Belgium.

The photograph in FIG. 1 provides a side view of
‘AZAARE02’ in bloom.

The photograph in FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of the
inflorescences of ‘AZAAREQ2’.
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The photograph in FIG. 3 provides a close-up view of the
foliage of ‘AZAAREQ2’.

The colors in the photographs are as close as possible with
the digital photography and printing techniques utilized and
the color codes in the detailed botanical description accu-
rately describe the new Rhiododendron.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF
THE PLANT

The following is a detailed description of 20-month-old
plants of the new cultivar as grown outdoors with 3 plugs in
a 19-cm container in Moerbeke, Belgium. The phenotype of
the new cultivar may vary with variations in environmental,
climatic, and cultural conditions, as it has not been tested
under all possible environmental conditions. The color
determination is in accordance with The 2015 Colour Chart
of The Royal Horticultural Society, London, England,
except where general color terms of ordinary dictionary
significance are used.

General characteristics:

Blooming period—April to May in The Netherlands.

Plant type—FEvergreen shrub.

Plant habit—Dense, uniform growth, and compact
plant habit.

Height and spread.—29.2 cm in height (soil level to top
of foliar plane), 29.8 cm in height (soil level to top
of floral plane), 33.4 cm in spread as grown with 3
plugs in a 19-cm container, reaches 50 cm in height
and spread in the landscape.

Hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 8 to 12.

Diseases and pests—No susceptibility or resistance to
pests or diseases has been observed.

Root description.—Fibrous.

Propagation—Stem cuttings.

Growth rate.—Maoderate to high.

Root development.—4 weeks for root initiation and 1.5
years to produce a marketable plant from a rooted
cutting.

Stem description:

Shape.—Round.

Stem color—Young; 151 A, mature; 165A, older stems
and bark; 165A, N199B and N199C.

Stem size—Average of 11 cm in length, 2 mm in
diameter.

Stem surface—Very slightly glossy.

Stem aspect—Average of 40° (varying between 30°
and 50°).

Stem strength.—Strong.

Branching—Densely branched, 6 main branches, 40
lateral branches.

Internode length.—4 mm.

Foliage description:

Leaf shape—Narrow oblong to narrow oblanceolate.

Leaf division—Simple.

Leaf base.—Attenuate.

Leaf apex.—Acute, often with a mucronate tip.

Leaf venation—Anastomosing, upper surface; 148Ain
color, lower surface; 148B in color.

Leaf margins—Finely repand, moderately revolute
and finely undulate.

Leaf attachment.—Petiolate.

Leaf arrangement.—Alternate, leaf clusters whorled at
terminal shoot apex.
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Leaf orientation—Horizontal, sometimes curved narrow lanceolate in shape, slightly carinate, apex
slightly upward. narrow acute, base cuneate, margins entire, upper

Leaf aspect—Flat to very slightly wavy (lamina).

Leaf surface—Both surfaces glossy and moderately
rugose, moderately covered with very short hairs, 0.2 5
mm in length, 172B in color, margin hairs N170B to

surfaces smooth, glabrous, lower surface pubescent,
upper surface slightly glossy, lower surface matte,
moderately to densely covered with very short stri-

N170C. gose hairs, average length: 1.0 mm, colored N155A
Leaf color—Young leaves upper surface; 137C to and 177A, when opening upper surface; N74A, when

137D, young leaves lower surface; 138B in color, opening lower surface; 71B, fully open upper sur-

mature and fall leaves upper surface; a blend of 10 face; 71C, fully open lower surface; 71B to 71C.

147A and N189A, mature and fall leaves lower
surface; a blend of 138B and 147B.
Leaf size—Average of 3.1 cm in length, 5 mm in

Calyx—Rotate, 9 mm in length, 1.5 cm in diameter.
Pedicels.—8 mm in length, 1.5 mm in diameter, aver-

width. age of 25° angle to lateral branch (varying between
Petioles.—Average of 7 mm in length and 1.25 mm in 15 vertical and 50°), moderately strong, 145A in color,

diameter, strong, upper surface color 145A, lower surface is very slightly glossy and moderately cov-

surface color 151C, both surfaces slightly glossy and ered with soft hairs, an average of 1 mm in length,

moderately covered with short hairs; 2 mm in length NN155D in color.

and N170B in color.

Reproductive organs:

Flower description: 20 ] . . .
Inflorescence type.— Terminal clusters. Gynoecium.—Pistil; 1, stigmas; club-shaped, 173C in
Lastingness of flowers—Average of 10 days. color, 1.5 mm in length, 2 mm in diameter, style;
Inflovescence size—Average of 4.2 cm in height and average 3.25 cm in length, color; 63A, ovary; 143A

6.3 cm in diameter. in color, densely covered with soft hairs, 1.5 mm in
Flower quantity—Average of 4 per inflorescence, 60 25 length, NN155D in color.
per plant. Androecium.—Stamens; 10, filaments; 2.6 cm in

Flower size—An average of 5.5 cm in diameter and 3
cm in height.
Flower fragrance—None.

length, 71C to 71D in color, anthers; dorsifixed,
obovate in shape, 2 mm in length, 1 mm in width,

Flower type—Rotate, single. 30 197B in color; pollen; 156D in color, low in quantity.
Flower aspect—Upright to outward. Fruit/seeds—No fruit or seed observed.
Flower bud—Obovate in shape, 8 mm in length, 1 cm It is claimed:

in diameter, surface is smooth slightly glossy, and

glabrous, color; 65A, base 144C and 145A.
Tepals.—S5, non-overlapping, whorled in 1 row, un- 35

fused, 3.0 cm in length, 6 mm in width, lanceolate to ® ok ok ok

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Rhododendron plant
named ‘AZAAREQ2’ as herein illustrated and described.
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FiG. 1
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FIG. 2

FIG. 3



