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CORNER-STAY FOR RECEPTACLES.

1,355,486.

Specification of Letters Patent,

Patented Oect. 12, 1920.

Application filed January 16, 1920. Serial No. 351,837,

To all whom it may concern: "

Be it known that I, Howaro J. Longe-
NECKER, a citizen of the United States, and
a resident of York, county of York, State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Corner-Stays
for Receptacles, of which the following is
a specification. : '

Some of the objects of the present inven-

tion are to provide an improved corner stay
for receptacles, trays or the like; to provide
means for spacing superposed receptacles;
to provide means for forming passages for
air between and around superposed recep-
tacles; to provide means for removably se-
curing two or more receptacles together in
a manner to cause the contents of said re-
ceptacles to be subjected to a circulation of
air or other agent; to provide means for re-
mforcing the corners of receptacles; to pro-
vide interfitting means between two or more
receptacles whereby lateral relative move-
ment is prevented between the receptacles
while allowing said receptacles to be sepa-
rated one from another; and to provide
other improvements as will hereinafter ap-
pear.

In the accompanying drawings Figure 1

represents a front elevation of one form of
a _corner stay embodying the present inven-
tion; Fig. 2 represents a side elevation of
the same; and Fig. 8 represents a perspec-
tive of a plurality of receptacles equipped
with the present invention and arranged in
operative relation.

Referring to the drawings one form of
the present invention consists of a body 10
of metal or any other material suitable for
the purpose of forming a strong, rigid stay

for a corner of a receptacle. In the present.

instance a pan or tray 11 is shown provided
at each corner with one of the stays formed
by the body 10, though it will be understood
that the pan shown is only by way of exam-
ple and that the invention is not limited in
its use to any particular type of receptacle.

In order to secure the stay to the corner
of the tray 11 the body 10 is provided with
a pair of wings or flanges 12, preferably in-
tegral with the body 10, and extending out-
wardly therefrom in such a manner that the
inner opposed faces 13 of the flanges 12 lie
respectively in planes which, as here shown,
are at right angles in order to abut the

corner of an ordinary rectangular recep-
tacle. Naturally the angular relation of the
flanges 12 may be varied to suit conditions
where the receptacle is of other than a rec-
tangular form. Each of the flanges 12 is
provided with a plurality of openings 14
for the purpose of receiving rivets 15 re-
spectively or any other suitable fastening
devices by means of which the body 10 can
be fixed in position upon the tray 11. It
will be noted that the openings 14 are pref-
erably staggered, vertically considered,
while the outer edge of each flange 12 is in-
clined as shown at 16 to provide a relatively
wide base portion adjacent the bottom of
the tray or receptacle 11 to give strength
where needed and to distribute any strain
upon the fastening means.

For the purpose of fitting the stay snugly
to the receptacle corner in a manner to Te-
duce projecting portions to a minimum the
body 10 1s provided with a groove or chan-
nel 17 extending longitudinally thereof be-
tween the inner opposed edges of the flanges
12 and of a length sufficient to receive and
accommodate the side of the tray or recep-
tacle to which the stay is to be attached. The
depth of the groove 17 is also proportioned
to allow plenty of clearance for the enter-
Ing corner of the tray as will be understood.

As a means for supporting one tray 11
upon another in spaced relation through the
medium of the stay or stays, the body 10 is
preferably extended at one end and ar-
ranged to form a seat 20 which is located a
distance above the upper edge 21 of the tray
11 to give the desired spacing between the
superposed ~receptacles. Projecting from
the seat 20 is a pin or lug 22 which serves to
interfit with a stay of the next adjacent up-
per tray 11 .and prevent relative lateral
movement between the trays 11. The oppo-

site end of the body 10 is provided with a

tubular extension 23, forming a socket of
suitable shape and dimensions to encircle
the pin 22 of an adjacent stay and rest upon
the seat 20 of that stay as a support. The
construction is such that one stay may be
superposed upon and supported by another
st@ﬁr, but is freely removable therefrom at
will. :

Thus where a plurality of trays 11 are
each provided at all corners with stays, of
the present invention, it will be evident that

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

106

105



i0

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

>

one tray may be readily placed upon another
and held in spaced relation therewith, while
lateral relative movement of the trays is pre-
vented. =~ :

From the foregoing it will be apparent
that a receptacle construction has been de-
vised whereby the corners are reinforced in
an.effective manner to provide a stiff, rigid
structure capable of withstanding hard
usage without buckling in any part or break-
ing open abt the corners. Furthermore, the
construction is such as to provide a free, un-
obstructed space between superposed recep-
tacles whereby air can circulate around and
between the receptacles to cause a quick dry-
ing of the contents of the receptacles where
the receptacles are employed as driers for
candy or any other products which are to be
subjected to the action of air, steam or any
other agent. .

It has heretofore been proposed for ex-
ample in the pateni to Rapp, No. 1,010,801,
December 5,-1911, to provide stays for pans
with a view to form passages for air around
the pans but these have been found to un-
duly weight the corners of the pans, to be
extremely difficult to fit one within the other
and to readily become bent out of shape.
It is desirable in the commercial manufac-
ture and practical use of devices of this char-
acter that the parts be made simple and
strong, and that they be constructed in such
a manner as to be readily handled by un-
skilled labor. The present invention is
clearly differentiated from -the foregoing
patented device and others of a like charac-
ter as will be apparent to those skilled in
the art since it eliminates offsets or irregular
projections which cause difficulty in handling
and using the trays; reduces the metal pro-
jecting portions of the stays, thereby giving
greater rigidity and strength; and provides
a simple effective interfitting connection
which maintains its alinement at all times so
that the parts can be quickly assembled and
disassembled.

Furthermore a distinct advantage resides
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in the provision of the groove 17 which is
interiorly rounded so that the body 10 is
substantially tubular and the entire stay
construction is free from sharp angles or
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corners, in which the contents of the recep- -

tacles, dirt deposits or the like can readily
collect. With rounded or curved surfaces
the stays are readily cleaned and can be
maintained in a sanitary condition.

While the foregoing has referred more

particularly to the stay as one suited to be
applied to the corners of a receptacle, it
should be understood that instances might
arise when = stay of this character would be
applied to some other portion of a recep-
tacle, say for example the sides or ends and
it is to be understood that the scope of the
invention is such as to include any other lo-
cation than the corners specifically.
Although only one of the forms in which
this invention may be embodied has been de-
seribed herein, it 1s to be understood that the
invention is not limited in its application to

any .specific form but might be embodied-

in various forms without departing from
this invention or the scope of the appended
claim. '

Having thus described my invention, I
claim and desire to protect by Letters Patent
of the United States:

A receptacle construction comprising a
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body provided with a reduced portion to .

form a pin and a shoulder, a pair of angu-
larly disposed flanges arranged to seat
against a receptacle, means for fixedly secur-
ing said flanges to said receptacle, and a tu-
bular socket formed on the opposite end of
said body from said pin and having an inter-
nal diameter greater than the diameter of
said pin, said socket and shoulder being so
arranged that wheén the said socket seats on
the shoulder of another body on a second
receptacle the opposed edges of said recep-
tacles are spaced apart. ‘

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 31st day of December, 1919.

HOWARD J. LONGENECKER.
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