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To all, Zuhon, it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, JOHNL. IIILTON, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Elkton, 
in the county of Todd and State of Kentucky, 
have invented a new and useful Wire-Stretch 
ing Machine, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
The invention relates to improvements in 

wire-stretchers. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of wire-stretchers 
and to provide a simple, inexpensive, and ef 
ficient device adapted to be readily applied 
to a fence-wire and capable of expediting the 
operation of stretching and of enabling a wire 
to be stretched to the desired tension with 
perfect ease to the operator. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and novel combination and arrangement of 
parts, as hereinafter fully described, illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, and 
pointed out in the claims hereto appended. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of a wire-stretcher constructed in ac 
cordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a 
transverse sectional view. 
Like numerals of reference designate cor 

responding parts in both figures of the draw 
Ings. 

1 designates a lever having one portion 
shaped to form a handle 2 and having its 
other end or portion 3 flat and provided with 
a longitudinal slot 4, extending inward from 
the end of the lever and adapted to receive 
the wire to be stretched. The lever is full 
crumed on a fence-post in stretching a fence 
wire and may be four or five feet long or any 
other desired length, so that the wire may be 
easily stretched to the desired tension at the 
expenditure of only a slight exertion on the 
part of the operator. 
The wire, which passes through the slot 4, 

is engaged by a clamp comprising a plate or 
block 5 and a pivoted dog 6 mounted thereon. 
The block or plate 5, which is mounted on 
the lever by any suitable means, is provided 
with a slot 7, registering with the slot 4 of the 
lever and extending inward from its outer 
face to within a short distance of itsinnerface. 
One wall 8 of the slot 7 is corrugated or 

otherwise roughened in order to obtain a firm 

hold on a fence-wire, and the opposite side 
of the plate or block is provided with a recess 
9, in which the dog 6 is secured by a longitu 
dinal pivot 9°. The dog, which is provided 
with a curved engaging edge 10 to form a cam, 
is corrugated at that point similar to the wall 
8 of the slot 6, and the greater the strain ex 
erted on a fence-wire the more securely is it 
clamped between the dog and the plate or 
block. The dog is provided with an exten 
sion or handle which enables it to be readily 
manipulated. 
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Theinvention has the following advantages: 
The wire-stretcher is easily and quickly ad 
justed to a wire. The latter may be stretched 
with great ease by the operator, and the de 
vice will enable him to accomplish the maxi 
mum quantity of work in a given length of 
time. 
Changes in the form, proportion, and mi 

nor details of construction may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit or sacri 
ficing any of the advantages of this invention. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new is 
1. A wire-stretcher comprising a lever pro 

vided at one end with a longitudinal slot, a 
plate or block mounted on the lever adjacent 
to the slot and having a corresponding slot 
or opening registering with that of the lever, 
and a dog mounted on the plate or block at 
one side thereof and arranged to clamp a Wire 
between it and the plate or block, substan 
tially as described. 

2. A wire-stretcher comprising a lever pro 
vided at one end with a longitudinal slot, a 
plate or block mounted on the lever adjacent 
to the slot and provided with a slot or open 
ing registering with that of the lever, one wall 
of the slot or opening of the block or plate be 
ing recessed and the other Wall being rough 
ened, and a dog pivoted in the recess of the 
plate or block and disposed opposite the 
roughened face of the same, substantially as 
described. 
June 18, 1897. 

J. L. HILTON. 
Witnesses: 

J. D. STANDARD, 
C. R. CLEMENTS. 
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