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- 2 Claims.
, , 1
" "This invention is directed to self-righting toys.
“The principal object of this invention is to
provide a self-righting toy which is adapted to
spin on its vertical axis, which is adapted to tilt
predominantly forwardly and rearwardly and
which is adapted to be propelled forwardly in a
wobbling fashion to simulate walking. -Prefer-
ably, the self-righting toy is constructed to give
the appearance of a figure of a person, animal
or the like so that the forward wobbling thereof,
simulating walking, becomes very realistic.
The self-righting toy, in addition to providing
‘amusement for children, is particularly adapt-
‘able for incorporation info advertising displays
for relating a sales story. For example, an in-
termittent breeze-may be blown full upon the toy
to eause it to bow forwardly and rearwardly or
& ‘continuous breeze may be ‘blown on one side

‘of the toy to cause it to spin. The toy may also

be placed on g treadmill and held from moving
therewith by a cord fastened to the front face
thereof, thereby imparting a wobbling action
thereto simulating walking.

Preferably, the self-righting toy of this in-
vention includes a body having front, rear and
side faces terminating in‘a rounded hottom for
supporting the toy. The thickness of the toy
between the front and rear faces is preferably
It is prefer-
ably constructed and ornamented to give the
appearance of a figure of ‘a person, animal or
the like. A weight is secured in the rounded
bottom of the body for self-righting the toy on
its rounded bottom when ftilted and for permit-
ting spinning of the toy on its rounded bottom
about its vertical axis. The degree of curva-
ture ‘of the rounded bottom between the side
faces is less than that between the front and
rear faces so that tilting of the toy is confined
predominantly to forward and rearward tilting.
The weight is preferably elongated with the long

‘axis thereof extending between the side faces to

operate in conjunction with the different degrees
of "curvature of the rounded bottom to aid in

“confining predominantly the tilting of the toy to

forward and rearward tilting. Preferably the
rounded -bottom of the body is provided with an
elongated relatively flat surface with the long
axis-of the surface extending between the side
faces. This relatively flat surface operates to
stabilize the toy and operates in conjunction with
the elongated weight and the differing degrees
of curvature of the rounded. bottom to further
aid in confining the tilting of the toy predom-
inantly to forward and rearward tilting.
Means are also provided on the front face of

‘the toy for securing a cord thereto for propelling

the toy forwardly and for-tilting the toy slightly
forward. ‘The propelling and tilting action af-
forded by the cord-operates in conjunction with

‘the differing degrees of curvature of the rounded
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pottom of the toy, the relatively flat surface
theéreof and the elongated weight to impart a
wobbling action to the toy as it is propelled for-
wardly to simulate walking. In addition to
walking on a flat surface the toy may be made to
climb over objects in a walking fashion merely
by using the cord for pulling the foy over the
objects. .

Other objects and advantages will become ap-
parent to those skilled in the art upon reference
to the accompanying specification, claims, and
drawing in which:
~ Figure 1 is a front elevational view of the self-
righting toy of this invention;

Figure 2'is g vertical sectional view taken sub-
stantially along the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;

Pigure 3 is a bottom view of the self-righting
toy illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2;

Figure 4 is a perspective view of the self-
righting toy illustrating the wobbling action
simulating walking as the self-righting toy is
forwardly propelled;

Figure 5 is a view similar to Fig. 4 but. illus-
trating the self-righting toy climbing over an
object; ‘

Figure 6 is a sectional view similar to Fig., 2
but illustrating another form of the rounded
bottom of the toy.

The self-righting toy of this invention is gen-
erally designated at 10 and it includes a body 11
which" is preferably hollow. The bhody may be
made in two halves and secured together and
may be made from plastic or similar material.
The body has a front face 12, a rear face 13 and
side faces 14 and preferably the distance between
the front and rear faces is less than that between
the side faces. The front, rear and side faces
terminate in a rounded bottom 15 for support-
ing the self-righting toy. The degree of curva-
ture of the rounded bottom 15 between the side
faces is less than that between the front and
rear faces as is seen by a comparison of Figures
1 and 2. As illustrated in Figure 2, the curva-
ture of the rounded bottom is parabolic and the
rounded bottom is preferably provided with an
clongated relatively flat surface i6.

The inside of the body is provided with a par-
tition 17 for receiving an elongated weight 18,
the partition operating to secure the weight in
the rounded bottom of the toy.

The front face 12 of the toy is provided with
means for securing a cord thereto, comprising an
eye 20 through which a cord 2{ is inserted and
held in place in the eye by a knot 22.

The weight (8 in the rounded bottom of the
toy operates to self-right the toy when it is tilted
and also operates to permit spinning of the toy
on its rounded bottom about its vertical axis.

- ‘Since the degree of curvature of the rounded bot-
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tom between the side faces is less than that be-
tween the front and rear faces the tilting of the
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toy is confined predominantly to forward and
rearward tilting. Thus, the self-righting toy
when provided with a configuration and orna-
mentation: representative of "a figure. of -a per-
son or the like provides a forward:and rearward
bowing.

The elongated weight {8 has its long axis ex-
tending between the side faces and operates in
conjunction with the different degrees of curva-
ture of the rounded bottom also to confine.pre-
dominantly the tilting action to forward and
rearward tilting. The relatively fiat surface op-
erates to stabilize the toy and in addition operates
in conjunction with the elongated weight for the
different degrees of curvature of the rounded bot~
tom for predominantly .confining the tilting ac-
tion to forward and rearward tilting. Prefer-
ably, the relatively fat surface is not completely
flat so that the toy may spin upon ifs vertical
axis.

When the cord 2{ is pulled the self-righting
toy is tilted slightly forward as it is propelled
along a surface. This slight forward tilting op-
erates in conjunction with the differing degrees of
curvature of the rounded bottom, the elongated
weight and the relatively flat surface to cause
the self-righting toy to wobble from side to side.
This wobbling action of the toy as it is being for-
wardly propelled is illustrated at 25 in Fig. 4 and
simulates walking. This simulation is particu-
larly pronounced when the toy is ornamented to
appear as a fisure of a person, animal or the
like.

In addition to walking or wobbling forwardly
on 3 level surface, the toy appears to climb over
okiects such as an object 26 illustrated in Fig. 5
when it is drawn.by the cord 21 over such an
object. Here again the walking and climbing
action is extremely realistic.

Figure 6 illustrates a slisht modification of the
form of the toy illustrated in Figure 2, in that
the curvature of the rounded bottom between
the front and rear faces is made circular rather
than parabolic. However, the toy of Fig. 6 op-
erates in substantially the same way as. that of
Fig. 2. Obviously other degrees of curvature may
be utilized without departing from the spirit
and scope of this invention,

In addition to the toy being propelled forwardly
in a-walking fashion by pulling on the cord 21,
the toy may be spun about its vertical axis by
manually spinning the same or by applying a
breeze to one side of the relatively flat faces
thereof. The toy may be also caused to bow for-
wardly and rearwardly by manually manipulat-
ing it or by applying an intermittent breeze full
upon its face or rear. The toy in addition to
providing a grealb deal of enjoyment to children
is well adapted for use in advertising programs
for relating a selling story. A number of toys
may be grouped in an advertising display and op-
erated in different ways for acting out an ad-
vertising tableau.

While for purposes of illustration, one form
of this invention has been disclosed, other forms
thereof may become apparent to those skilled
in the art upon reference to this disclosure and
therefore this invention is to be limited only by
the scope of the appended claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A self-righting toy adapted to:spin or tilf
predominantly forwardly. and rearwardly or to be
propelled forwardly in a wobbling fashion simu-
lating walking comprising,.a body having front,
rear and side faces.terminating iin.a:rounded
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bottom for supporting the toy, the thickness of
the toy between the front and rear faces being
less than between the side faces, the degree of
curvature of ‘the rounded bottom .between the

:side: faces being-less than that -between.the front

and rear faces, and an elongated weight trans-
versely secured in the rounded bottom of the body

for._self-righting the toy on ifs rounded bottom
“when -tilted -and for-permitting spinning of the

toy on its.rounded bottom about its vertical axis,
the long axis of the elongated weight extending
between the side faces and operating in conjunc-
tion with the different degrees of curvature of
the rounded bottom to confine predominantly the
tilting to forward and rearward tilting, .and
means on the.front face of the body adjacent
and below the center thereof for securing a cord
thereto. for propelling the toy forwardly and for
tilting slightly the toy forwardly and operating in
conjunction with the. elongated weight and the
differing curvatures of the. rounded bottom of
the body to cause the. toy to wobble forwardly
simulating walking.

2. A self-righting . toy adapted to .spin or tilt
predominantly forwardly and rearwardly or to
be propelled forwardly in.a wobbling . fashion
simulating walking comprising, .a body having
front, rear and side faces terminating in a.round-
ed bottom for supporting the toy, the thickness of
the toy between the. front.and. rear faces: being
less than between the. side. faces, the degree .of
curvature .of the .rounded bottom. between the
side faces being less-than that between the front
and rear faces, an elongated weight transversely
secured in the rounded bottom of the body: for
self-righting the toy . on ifts rounded bottom
when tilted and for permitting spinning of the
toy on its rounded bottom about its vertical axis,
the long axis of the elongated weight extending
between the side faces and operating in con-
junction with the different degrees.of curvature
of the rounded bottom to confine predominantly
the tilting to forward and rearward tilting, the
rounded bottom of the body being centrally pro-
vided with an elongated relatively flat surface
for stabilizing the toy and with the long axis
of the surface extending between the side faces,
and the long axis of the elongated weight ex-
tending between the side faces and operating in
conjunction with the relative flat surface and
the different degrees of curvature of the rounded
bottom to confine predominantly the tilting to
forward and rearward tilting, and means on the
front face'of the body adjacent -and below the
center thereof for securing a cord thereto for
propelling the toy forwardly and for. tilting
slightly the toy forwardly and operating in con-
junction with the elongated weight and the rela-
tively flat surface and differing curvatures of
the rounded bottom. of the body to cause the toy
to wobble forwardly simulating walking.

-KAREL O. VALASEK.
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