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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 447,868, dated March 10, 1891. -
Application filed December 6, 1890, Serial No, 378,767, (Nomodel) ’ '

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ARTHUR B. COGSWELL,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Os-
wego, Oswego county, New York, have in-

vented certain new and useful Improvements |

in Trousers Shapers and Hangers, fully de-
scribed and represented in the following
specification and the accompanying draw-
ings, forming a part of the same.

The present invention relates to a trousers-
hanger for suspending trousersin an inverted
position, which tends by the weight suspended
from the bottoms to draw out the wrinkles
and smooth the knees. The devices hereto-
fore made for this purpose have been appli-
cable to only one trousers-leg, so that a pair
of them was required to sustain-the trousers.

My invention consists in a spring-body
forked at both ends with forwardly-project-
ing prongs adapted to enterboth the trousers-
legs and curved to shape the bottoms of the
legs, and each prong being provided with a
spur projected from the convex side of the
prong to engage the cloth.

As my invention is designed to furnish a
very cheap construction, I do not deem it de-
sirable to employ shoes at the ends of the
spring, as has been common heretofore, but
prefer to curve the end of the spring itself.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows the hanger

in perspective applied to the bottom of
trousers. Fig. ¢ is a side view, and Fig. 3 a
plan, of the construction in its preferred
form. Tig. 4 is a section of one trousers-leg
near the bottom with the samedevice applied
thereto. Fig. 5 is a plan, and Fig. 6 an edge
view, of the device stamped from sheet-steel.
Figs. 7 and 8 are a plan and edge view of an-
other form of the device.

In all the constructions, @ is the body of the
hanger, formed of a single spring forked at the
ends, with prongs b U’, provided each with a
spur ¢ to engage the inside of the trousers-
leg, as shown in Fig. 4.

The cheapest form of the device shown in
Figs. 2 and 8 is made of round wire, the
spring o beingextended intoone of the prongs
b and the other prong b’ formed by twisting
a piece of wire upon the spring a atthe base
of the fork. In this construetion the prongs
are bent into a curve from the line of the
spring to fit the inner side of the trousers-leg

f, as shown in Fig. 4, and the spur to engage
the cloth is formed by looping the end d of
each prong and bending the pointof the wire
across the prong, so as to project its extrem-
ity outside the line of the prong. Theend of
the point thus forms an elastic spur ¢, which
projects normally but a slight distance out-
side the face of the prong, and thus pene-
trates the cloth butslightly at first, while it is
capable, if the weight be heavy, of drawing
more deeply into the cloth to hold the same
firmly by the yieldingof the wire end d in re-
lation to the face of theprong. Therounded
end of the prong, formed byreflexing the wire
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end in a loop e, greatly facilitates the intro-

duction of the prongs independently inside
the two trousers-legs to suspend both at the
same time, as shown in Fig. 1. Thedeviceis
therefore as convenient and effective as those
hangers which are adapted to engage one leg
only, while its construction is less expensive
than that of twoseparate hangersof any form
heretofore used.

The retracted spur-point ¢ greatly facili-
tates the introduction of the hanger within
the trousers-leg, while it equally promotesthe
grasp of thespurupon thecloth in sustaining
the weight. A spur of similar kind isshown
in Figs. 5 and 6, where the hanger is shown
formed of flat sheet-steel stamped out with
thebody a and prongs band b’ all in one piece.

The spurs ¢ are shown formed by slitting
the inner side of each prong at a little dis-
tance from the end to form a retracted point,
which when bent upward at an acute angle,
as shown in Fig. 3, is readily introduced into
the trousers-leg, and when the weight is im-
posed sustains the cloth in the desired man-
ner.

Figs. 7 and 8 show the hanger made of
sheet-steel with prongs having theirends bent
upward at an angle to form the spursec. A
hanger made of spring-wire, as shownin Fig.
2, may also be formed with such pointed
prongs instead of the reflexed ends d, to fur-
nish a cheaper construction.

Fig. 1 shows the operation of the device,
with prongs b at the opposite ends of the
spring engaging the inside of one trousers-leg
at its opposite sides, and the prongs b’ engag-
ing the other trousers-leg in a similar manner.
The single hanger thus operates to support
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both legs as effectively as the pair of hangers
heretofore employed.

Fig. 4 shows the curved prongs pressing
upon theinside of the trousers-legs f, and thus
shapingthem in the desired manner, while the
spur c engages the cloth tosustain the weight.

The “hanger and shaper ”’ made of round
wire is preferable, becausesuch wire is cheap-
er and easier worked than other spring ma-
terial, and because the prongs may be formed
by twisting pleces of wire together in various
ways. '

The round wire is not only free from cor-
ners, but the ends d are readily bent back-
ward, thus producing a loop ¢, and rounded
end upon each prong, which is more readily
inserted within the trousers-leg than the other
forms shown in the drawings. = The yielding
nature of the spur-point ¢, produced by this
construction, also prevents undue strain upon
and the distortion of the cloth, which occurs
when a strong rigid point is projected into
the same. Such a yielding spur presses into
the_cloth only in the degree required to sus-
tain the weight of the trousers, and does not
interfere with the shaping of the trousers-leg
by the curved face of the prong, which is
shown in Fig. 2.

With a yielding spur-point the prong is per-
mitted to press into close contact with the
cloth, a8 shown in Fig. 4, without resistance
from the spur, and I have therefore made a
special claim to such yielding spur-point as
the preferred form of my invention.

I am aware of the state of the art disclosed
in German Patent No. 18,710 and in United

States Patents Nos. 373,545 and 391,244, and
I hereby disclaim the constructions shown
in the said patents, limiting myself to the in-
vention specifically elaimed herein.

What T claim as my invention is—

1. A trousers-hanger consisting in a spring-
body a, forked at its opposite ends with for-
wardly-projecting prongs curved to shape the
bottom of the trousers, and provided upon
their outer or convex sides with spurs to en-
gage the cloth, substantially as herein set
forth.

2. A trousers-hanger consisting in a spring--

body a, forked at its opposite ends with wire
prongs, the wire of each prong being folded
backward in a loop upon the inner side of the
prong and its point bent across the prong
and projected beyond the outer side of the
same to form a spur yielding in relation to
the prong, as and for the purpose set forth.

3. A trousers-hanger folded at its opposite
ends with wire prongs, the wires being joined
together by twisting at the base of the fork,
and the wire of each prong being folded back
in a loop upon the inner side of the prong
and its point bent across the prong and pro-
jected beyond the outer end of the same to
form a spur yielding in relation to the prong,
as and for the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in the presence of two subseribing

witnesses.
ARTHUR B. COGSWELL.

Witnesses:
JOHN HUTCHINSON,
A. W. SINNAMON,
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