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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL PooLE, of
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and State
of New York, have invented an Improved
Can-Opener, of which the following is a speci-
fication :

My invention relates to an improvement in
a device for opening tin cans, by which the
operation of opening may be effectively and
expeditiously done; and the invention con-
sists in the novel combination, with a shank
or bar provided with an angular projecting
point or hook, of an adjustable sliding socket
provided with arotating cutter and a friction-
roller, which cutter and roller are set at an
angle to the sides of the socket and at less
than a right angle to the pointed part of the
shank, whereby the instrument is more readily
adapted to cut open the top of a can of any
of the nsual sizes, while the roller serves to
prevent the cutter from penetrating too far
into the can, and also facilitates the action of
the cutter,

The accompanying drawing is a perspective
view of my improved device.

A represents a square metal bar or shank
provided at one end with a sharp steel point,
I, as shown. On the shank A is fitted, so as
to slide freely, a socket, B, provided with a
thumb-serew, H, by means of which the socket
B can be securely held at any desirable point
on the shank A, =

Projecting from the under side of the socket
B, are two lugs, C C, at an angle to the sides
of the socket B, and inclining toward the
pointed end I of the shank. In these lugs is
Jjournaled a circular steel disk, D, having a
sharp cutting-edge, the front face of the disk
being a plane surface while the rear edge is
beveled. At the rearof the disk D, and jour-
naled on the same shaft is a friction-roller, B,
It will be seen that the cutter D, being jour-
naled in the inclined lugs C C, will be at an

angle with the shank A, and the roller E serves
to give a firm bearing to the instrument, and
prevents the cutter D from penetrating too
far through the top of the can.

The peculiar inclination of the cutter in re-
lation to the pivotal bearing at the center of
the ean, has tle effect of imparting to the cut-
ter a more positive cutting action than if ar-
ranged at right angles to the shank, and also
serves to raise the edge of the portion cut out,
and thus renders it more easy of removal.

In operation the point I is made to pierce
the center of the top of the can, and acts as a
fulerum to the shank A. The socket B is then
adjusted to bring the cufter to the proper po-
sition, the roller B resting upon or near the
edge of the can. The shank and eutter are
then moved around, and the can is very easily
and expeditiously opened.

The end of the shank A may be bent down-
ward at a right angle, and the point B be at-
tached to the lower end of the same, if desir-
able, : .

Iam aware that a rotary cutter has been
used, and also a pivotal tulerum-point. These
I do not claim; but :

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, with the shank A, pro-
vided with the pivotal point T, of the adjusta-
ble socket B, the inclined cuttsr D, and fric-
tion-roller E, all constructed to operate sub-
stantially as and for the purpose set forth.

2. The combination, with the rotary cutter
A, of the independently-rotating roller E, as
and for the purpose specified.

In testimony whereof T have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

SAMUEL POOLE.

Witnesses: _

EDWARD GAsSETT,
J. H. Apawns.



