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Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 1-b

Claim 1 is defined so broadly that virtually any
perflouroalkylether-siloxane with a terminal hydrolysable function falls
under its definition. In fact, in the 1ight of the dependent claims,
claim 1 covers more that 100 billion compounds and combinations of
compounds. It is therefore not possible to search claim 1 across the
whole range claimed.

Furthermore, a major part of the claimed compounds does not appear to
solve the problem underlying the present application.

Furthermore, the examples presented in the description relate
exclusively to compound A of the present application and show only 7
compounds that were actually synthesized and that solve the problem
underlying claim 1 and the present application as a whole.

As for compound B the lack of clarity is compounded by the fact that the
chemical structure drawn in claim 1 as well as in the description
appears unclear to one skilled in the art from a chemical viewpoint ,
since the structure suggests inter alia to include Fluorine substituents
with 2 b1nd1ng arms. It is not clear to one skilled in the art how the
structure is to be read and how an example fa111ng under the generic
formula is to be choosen.

Furthermore, the structure cannot be construed without undue burden.

The problem is compounded by the fact that the description contains no
compound falling under the generic formula that would provide
appropriate support for the generic formula and the broad definition
contained therein. In consequence, a search based on the examples or in
view of the description in general could not be carried out.

In summary the International Search Authority takes the viewpoint that
the present claim 1 is so broad and so unciear that a meaningful search
of the compound across the whole range claimed is not possible. In
consequence, representative examples falling under the definition of the
claim were construed by setting all parameters given in the claims to or
close to their minimum values and formed the basis of the search.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
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Box Il Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This International Search Report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. Claims Nos.: 1-5

because they relate to parts of the International Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful International Search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. I:\ Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box lll Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet

1. m As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers all
searchable claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment
of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. |:] No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2004)




International Application No. PCT/JP2006 /307260

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-16 (in part),18-27,29-562 (in part)

A surface modifier comprising a compound represented by
general formula A, a method for its production, and its use.

2. claims: 1-16 (in part), 18-52 (in part)

A surface modifier comprising a compound represented by
general formula B, a method for its production, and its use.

3. claims: 1-52 (in part)

A surface modifier comprising a mixture of compounds
represented by general formula A and B, a method for its
production, and its use.




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Information on patent family members

International application No

PCT/JP2006/307260
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

JP 2002348370 A 04-12-2002  NONE

EP 1059320 A 13-12-2000 DE 60003756 D1 14-08~2003
DE 60003756 T2 17-06-2004
JP 3601580 B2 15-12-2004
JP 2000327772 A 28-11-2000
us 6200684 Bl 13-03~-2001

JP 08170020 A 02-07-1996 JP 3178980 B2 25-06-2001

EP 0867490 A 30-09-1998  NONE

JP 03290437 A 20-12-1991  NONE

JP 11181413 A 06-07-1999  NONE

EP 1614718 A 11-01-2006 JP 2006022223 A 26-01-2006
US 2006014895 Al 19-01-2006

WO 0234687 A 02-05-2002 AU 9597501 A 06-05-2002
TW 508259 B 01-11-2002

EP 1300433 A 09-04-2003 US 2003139620 Al 24-07-2003

JP 7179761 A 18-07-1995  JP 3407815 B2 19-05-2003

JP 10338734 A 22-12-1998  NONE

EP 1279443 A 29-01-2003 JP 2003025510 A 29-01-2003
US 2003087102 Al 08-05-2003

Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (April 2005)




	Page 1 - front-page
	Page 2 - wo-search-report
	Page 3 - wo-search-report
	Page 4 - wo-search-report
	Page 5 - wo-search-report
	Page 6 - wo-search-report
	Page 7 - wo-search-report
	Page 8 - wo-search-report

