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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
TINDSLEY SCHEPMOES, OF HASBROUCK HEIGHTS, NEw JERSEY. 

DECORATIVE BLOCKS, 

1,268,391. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented June 4, 1918. 
Application filed January 29, 1917. Serial No. 145,061. 

To all whom it may concern: - 
Beit known that I, LINDSLEY SCHEPMOEs, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Hasbrouck Heights, in the county of Bergen 
and State of New Jersey, have invented a 
new and useful Improvement in Decorative 
Blocks, of which the following is a specifi 
catigin. 

- This invention has reference to decora 
tive blocks, and, particularly, to a means by 
which innumerable designs may be produced 
and the blocks may be interlocked or inter 
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changed indefinitely for the purpose of car 
rying out the decorative idea over surfaces 
of indefinite dimensions. 
The blocks, primarily, have been designed 

for decorative purposes, such as tiling, in 
lays, or marquetry, wall coverings, etc.; but, 
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the blocks may be utilized also as stencils, types, printing plates, toys, pasting stamps, 
etc. 

in order that my invention may be clearly 
understood, I have provided drawings 
wherein: Figure 1 is a plan of one of my blocks or 
units; 

Fig. 2 is a 
or units; , Fig. 3 is a section substantially on the line 
3-3, Fig.1; 

Fig. 4 is a plan of a finishing block; 
Fig. 5 is a plan of a section of a partially 

made-up design; and 
Fig. 6 is a plan of a portion of a made-up 

design differing in characteristics from that 
of Fig. 4. 

It should be understood that the scheme of 
my invention from one aspect, is carried 
out through the medium of two primary or 
unit blocks, formed to have interlocking re 
lation, and adapted to be disposed inter 
changeably with others of similar structure 
to carry out the design effects indefinitely, 
regardless of whether the blocks are used 
astiling, coverings, linings, or are used for 
E.g. derstood 

plan of another of my blocks 

from the following detail descrip 

be described. 
One of the essential 

vention is a block or other structure 1, such 

tion. A finishing block is also used, as will 

as shown in Fig. 1, which is in the form 
of an isosceles polygon, the base or longest 
edge or side 2 of which is provided with a 
wedge-shaped projection or tongue 3 dis 
posed equidistantly between the ends of said 

stenciling, etc. This will be un 

features of my in 

base 2. The polygon thus produced has the 
right-angle 4, the acute angles 5 and 6 at 
opposite ends of the base 2, the intermediate 
angles 7 and 8 between the ends of the base 60 
and at the junction of the tongue therewith, ... 
and the two angles 9 and 10 at the opposite 
ends of the tongue. The complemental block 
11 is identical in form and dimensions with 
that of the block 1, excepting that, in place 
of the wedge-shaped tongue or projection 3, 
a correspondingly wedge-shaped groove or 
recess 12 is formed within the block midway 
between the ends of the longest side or base, 
thus producing the terminal tongues 13 and 
14 in the general form of scalene triangles, 
which coöperate with the opposite ends of 
the wedge-shaped tongue 3 and base 2 of 
the block 1. These two principal blocks or 
units are the key to the production of many 
designs or structures possible of formulation 
according to my invention. -- 

In order to enable the designs, or the 
building up of the designs, to be produced 
accurately and uniformly, the end walls or 
edges of the tongues or projections 3 should, 
at the points a, be equidistant from the base 
2 and outer side of the tongue 3, and this is 
also true of the groove or recess 12 of the 
block 11, corresponding points a being indi- 85 
cated as equidistant from the boss, 
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groove 12 and the bases 15, 16, respectively, 
of the tongues 13, 14. These points a are 
also equidistant from three perpendiculars 
to the bases 3 or 12, as the case may be, said 
perpendiculars being dropped from the ver 
tices of angles 4, 5 and 6, respectively. The . . 
points (t having been thus located, the sides 
of the tongue 3 of block 1 should be recip 
rocal with the corresponding sides of the 
groove of the block 11, and said sides should 
be formed by a straight line intersecting the 
point a, or formed by cyma curves, inter 
Secting and reciprocal, each side of the point 
a. By thus constructing the tongues and 
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grooves of blocks such as 1 and 11, the 
unique structural arrangement, such as 
shown at the bottom of Fig. 5, can be 
readily brought about. 
To carry out the further feature of my 

invention, each of the blocks 1 and 11 is cor 
respondingly lined, surfaced, ornamented, or 
otherwise provided with ornamental or geo 
metrical figures or indicia, in the instance 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2, in the form of par- 110 
allel lines, which may be disposed so as to 
give, to both the surface of the block and 
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2 
the lines, values of predetermined kind, to 
gether with characteristics the elements 
of which may be traced throughout all the 
blocks in their associated or interlocked rela 
tion, or when combined, for example, as in 
Fig. 5. This is one of the important fea 
tures of my invention and the parallel lines, 
for example, can be considered as one of the 
basic designs for the surface ornamentation 
of my blocks. 

In determining the characteristics of the 
superficial lining or ornamentation of the 
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several blocks, I locate the points b of each 
block on the edges or sides 17, 18, which are 
of equal length, equidistant from the angle 
4 and the respective angles 5 and 6. 
On the respective blocks, all lines or bands 

or other indicia of ornamentation or other 
characteristics are duplicated and terminate 
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along or with respect to the respective sides 
or edges 17 and 18 of the blocks, equidistant 
from the points b to the angle 4 and to the 
angles 5 and 6, respectively. On the tongue 
3, the terminals of the lines or bands, etc. at 
the ends of said tongue are juxtaposed with 
reference to, and correspond with, similar 
lines or bands, etc., on the tongues 13, 14 
and their terminals at the inclined walls of 
the groove 12 of the block 11, and, said lines, 
etc. are also duplicated equidistant each side 
of points a on the ends of the tongue 3 and 
the inner ends of the tongues 13, 14. If, in 
order to add to the ornamental effects, con 
trasting colors are introduced between the 
terminals of the lines or bands along the 
sides 17 and 18 or along the ends of the 
tongue 3 and groove 12, and said colors are 
continued in any direction or in any config 
uration on the surface of the blocks, the dis 
position of said colors at the sides of the 
blocks 1 and 11 will exactly correspond so, 
that the surface ornamentation of the blocks 
can be made to produce innumerable artistic 
effects, uniform and regular in character. 
This will be readily understood, since the 
corresponding colors on the respective blocks, 
when the latter are interlocked or juxtaposed, 
as shown, in Fig. 5, will be contiguous and 
continuous throughout the area of the blocks, 
which are juxtaposed. This is clearly shown 
in Fig. 5, as well as in Fig. 6, which latter 
illustrates a different scheme of surface or 
namentation of the respective blocks par 
tially carried out. . 
In order to complete the design, pattern, 

structure, or whatever the blocks may be 
adapted to produce, I have provided a finish 
ingblock 19, Fig. 4, of a form corresponding 

60 
to the groove or recess 12 in the block 11; 
and such block may be lined, ornamented, or 
marked correspondingly, or contrastingly, 
with the tongues 13, 14 of block 11, as may 
be desired according to the effects sought. 

65 
From the foregoing description, it will be 

seen that essential features of my invention 
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are the form of the units or blocks 1 and 11, 
enabling them to exactly and symmetrically 
interlock indefinitely throughout indefinite 
areas, and the primary scheme of surface or 
namentation of the respective blocks, found 
ed upon characteristics which bring about 
continuity of the basic design on the respec 
tive blocks throughout the area of the figure, 
regardless of the extent thereof. And it will 
also be understood that the basic motif of the 
parallel lines enables the development of a 
variety of surface configurations and orna 
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mentations composed of bands of contrasting 
colors or ornamental effects, which, when 
the predetermined area is completed by the 
requisite number of interlocking blocks, will 
extend in continuity from block to block, or 
medium employed, throughout the surface 
of the area and produce uniformly sym 
metrical design figures or characteristics. 
This is primarily secured by making all the 
lines or bands or ornamental characteristics 

80 

of the blocks intersect or approach the sides 
of the latter at predetermined angles and in 
such widths as to be. reciprocal and con 
tinuous when the blocks are juxtaposed. Fig. 
6 shows how this basic motif can be indefi 
nitely extended and varied by the use of 
pairs of blocks having different surface 
treatment or ornamentation; and, in this fig 
ure, it will be noted that the center motif 
consists of a plaid design wherein the lines, 
bands or characteristics of the respective 
blocks join and continue across the base lines 
2 of the block.1 and of the tongue 3, and the 
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100 
base lines 15, 16 and bottom of the groove 
12 of the block 11. 

I desire it understood that the basic motif 
on surface ornamentation herein described 
is not confined to the polygonal form of 
blocks, which I have described and shown 
in Figs. 1 and 2, but may be applied to other 
forms of blocks, provided the juxtaposing 
principle of the blocks be substantially main 
tained, whereby, when they are arranged 
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10 
contiguously, the opposite ends of the paral 
lel lines, bands or other ornamental charac 
teristics, or elements thereof, will join with 
similar characteristics on contiguous blocks, 
so that the effects on one will be continued 
on to and through the others. 
From the foregoing description, it will 

be readily understood that my interlocking 
blocks, with or without surface ornamenta 
tion, may be employed for the various pur 
poses set forth and that, with surface orna 
mentations of predetermined characteristics, 
indefinite ornamental designs and beautiful 
effects can be produced adapted for tiling, 
flooring, Wall paper, Wall linings or cov 
erings, etc., and, when desired, for print 
ing types, stereotypes lithogra hing plates, 
stencils, and, in fact, for innumerable pur 
poses. 
Having thus described my invention, what 
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I claim and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent is: 

1. As an article of manufacture, a decora 
tive medium having two straight, uninter 
rupted and equal edges converging to an 
angle, and a third edge, connecting said two 
edges, having means for interlocking with 
another medium. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a decora 
tive medium having two straight, uninter 
rupted and equal edges converging to an 
angle, and a third edge, connecting said two 
edges, having a locking tongue projecting 
therefrom. 

3. In combination, a pair of interlocking 
media, each of which has two uninterrupted 
and equal edges converging to an angle, and 
each of which has a third edge, connecting 
said two edges, provided with means where 
by the said media may be interlocked when juxtaposed. 

4. As an article of manufacture, a decora 
tive medium made in the form of an isosceles 

35 

85 

30 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

polygon the equal edges of which converge 
to an angle, are straight and uninterrupted, 
and the polygonal characteristics being car 
ried out by the provision of a tongue extend 
ing from the body of the medium on one 
edge thereof. 

5. As an article of manufacture, a polygo 
mal decorative figure having two uninter 
rupted sides of equal length converging to 
an angle, and another side joining said two 
sides from which projects centrally an an 
gular locking tongue. 

6. As an article of manufacture, a polygo 
mal decorative medium having two uninter 
rupted edges of equal length converging to 
an angle, and another edge joining said two 
edges having centrally disposed means for 
interlocking with another medium. 

7. In combination, a pair of interlocking 
media. each of which is in the form of a 
right-angle triangle, and the perpendiculal's 
of which are straight and uninterrupted, and 
each of which media has means on its hy 
potenuse whereby the same may be inter 
locked when juxtaposed. 

8. A decorative block in the form of a 
right-angle triangle the perpendiculars of 
which are straight and uninterrupted, said 
block having a tongue projecting from its 
hypotenuse, in combination with a block of 
similar size in the form of a right-angle 
triangle the perpendiculars of which are 
straight and uninterrupted, said block hav 
ing a groove in its hypotenuse, said tongue 
and groove having characteristics whereby 
the two blocks may be interlocked and in timately juxtaposed. 

9. A decorative 
isosceles polygon the equal sides of which 
converge to an angle, said block having a 
tongue projecting therefrom in the form of 
a wedge, in combination with a block of sub 

block in the form of an 
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stantially similar form, having a groove in 
the body thereof corresponding in shape to 
the tongue of the first-named block, whereby 
the two blocks may be interlocked and inti 
mately juxtaposed. 

10. As an article of manufacture, a deco 
rative figure in the form of an isosceles, poly 
gon having one of its surfaces provided with 
decorative characteristics disposed at an all 
gle to a majority of its sides and terminating 
at said sides, and the polygonal characteris 
lics being carried out by the provision of 
means enabling it to interlock with a block 
of coöperating characteristics. 

11. As an article of manufacture, a polyg 
onal decorative medium having two ninter 
rupted edges of equal length converging 
to an angle, and another edge joining sail 
two edges having means for interlocking 
with another medium said medium having 
one of its surfaces provided withdecorative 
characteristics disposed at an angle to said 
uninterrupted edges and terminating at said 
edges. . . . . . . 

12. In combination, a plurality of blocks 
of substantially similar form having means 
whereby they may be interlocked and inti 
mately associated to produce any predeter 
mined structure; each of said blocks being 
provided with substantially similar surface 
ornamentation, the characteristics of which 
are such as to produce a continuity of the 
respective design lines or characteristics 
from one block to the other throughout the 
area of the structure. 

13. In combination, a plurality of media; 
each of said media being provided with sur 
face ornamentation, the characteristics of 
which are such as to produce a continuity of 
the respective design lines or characteristics 
from one media to the other throughout the 
area of the structure when the media are in 
timately juxtaposed to produce any prede 
termined structure, and said media having 
means by which they may be interlocked 
without disturbing their decorative con 
tinuity. 

14. In combination, a plurality of figures 
in the form of isosceles polygons, having 
structural means whereby they may be inti 
mately interlocked indefinitely, each of said 
figures being provided with a surface orna 
mentation, the characteristics of which are 
such as to produce from figure to figure 
throughout any structure or area mad: 
thereof, a continuity of the respective design 
lines or characteristics, whereby highly or 
namental effects can be produced with regu 
larity throughout a predetermined area of 
interlocking figures. 

15. As an article of manufacture, a deco 
rative medium having one of its surfaces 
provided with ornamental motifs, elements 
of which latter are arranged so as to have 
a different relation to different edges of the 
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said medium, and which elements are ar 
ranged to terminate substantially at one or 
more edges of Said medium so that said ele 
ments may be carried over from medium to 
medium of a juxtaposed group of the latter 
and vary the ornamental composition ac 
cording to the arrangement of said media, 
substantially as described. 
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16. As an article of manufacture, a deco 
rative medium having one of its surfaces 
provided with a plurality of different orna 
mental motifs, elements of which latter are 
arranged so as to have a different relation to 
different edges of said medium, and which 
elements are arranged to terminate substan 
tially, at one or more edges of said medium 
so that said elements may be carried over 
from medium to medium of a juxtaposed 
group of the latter and vary the ornamental 
composition according to the arrangement. 
of said media, substantially as described. 

17. In combination, a plurality of deco 
rative media, each of which latter has one 
of its surfaces provided with ornamental 
composition of varying characteristics, ele 
ments of which varying characteristics are 
arranged so as to have a different relation 
to different edges of said medium, whereby 
to produce a substantial continuity of said 
elements from one medium to the other, 
when the media are intimately associated to 
produce any predetermined structure, and 
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regardless of how said media may be juxta 
posed, substantially as described. 

18. A set of decorative blocks each of 
which is of substantially similar size and is 
in the form of a right-angle triangle the 
perpendiculars of which are straight and 
uninterrupted, and some of which blocks 
are provided with a tongue projecting from 
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the hypotenuse and the others with a groove 
in the hypotenuse, said tongues and grooves 
having their sides disposed and shaped so 
that the blocks may be interlocked and inti 
mately juxtaposed to produce any prede 
termined structure regardless of whether 
blocks having a tongue alternate with blocks 
having a groove, or whether all blocks have 
a groove, or all blocks have a tongue. 

19. A set of polygonal decorative figures 
each of which is of substantially similar 
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50 
size and each of which has two uninterrupt 
ed sides of equal length converging to an 
angle, and each having another side joining 
said two sides; some of said figures having 
an angular locking tongue projecting cen: 
trally from said joining side, and some 
having an angular locking groove extend 
ing into said side; said tongues and grooves 

60 having their sides disposed and shaped so 
that the figures may be interlocked and inti 
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mately juxtaposed to produce any predeter 
mined structure regardless of whether fig 
ures having a tongue alternate with figures 
having a groove, or whether all figures have 
a tongue, or all figures have a groove. 

20. As an article of manufacture, a deco 
rative figure the major form of which is a 
right-angle triangle the perpendiculars of 
which are straight and uninterrupted, said 
figure having a tongue projecting from the 
center of its hypoten use. 

21. As an article of manufacture, a deco 
rative figure, the major portion of which is 
a right-angle triangle the perpendiculars of 
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75 
which are straight and uninterrupted, said 
figure having means on its hypotenuse for 
interlocking with another figure. 

LINDSLEY SCHEPMOES. 


