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(7) ABSTRACT

In a corrugated tube, a tubular body is provided with a first
slit which extends in an axial direction of the tubular body,
and the tubular body is formed with a plurality of hollow
ridge portions extending in a circumferntial direction of the
tubular body on an outer peripheral face of the tubular body
to form a bellows portion. A lap portion is protruded from at
least one of opposed end portions of the tubular body
separated by the first slit, and the lap portion extends along
the first slit. The lap portion is provided with a second slit
which extends in the circumferential direction of the tubular
body.

2 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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1
CORRUGATED TUBE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a corrugated tube for fitting on a
wire harness (a bundle of wires) or the like, and more
particularly to a corrugated tube of the overlapping type in
which a lap portion, formed in a projected manner at one of
opposed side edges of a slit formed in the corrugated tube
along an axis thereof, is laid on an inner peripheral face of
the other side edge portion,

Generally, in a corrugated tube used for bundling and
protecting transmission/distribution wires of an electronic
equipment, a wire harness of an automobile or others, spiral
or annular ridge portions are formed continuously on an
outer peripheral face of a resin tube to form a bellows-like
construction, thereby imparting bendability to the corru-
gated tube.

In order that a wire harness or the like can be easily
inserted into and removed from the corrugated tube for
protecting the wire harness, a slit is formed in the corrugated
tube, and extends along the axis thereof.

However, when such a corrugated tube is bent along an
installation path, the slit is partially opened in the vicinity of
a central portion of the bent portion, and the inserted wire
harness or be like projects outwardly through the opened
portion of the slit, thus adversely affecting the inserting
operation, and besides there is a fear that the wire harness is
caught by the opposed side edges of the slit, so that an
insulating sheath of the wire harness is damaged.

Therefore, usually, an insulating tape is wound on the
outer peripheral face of the corrugated tube, thereby pre-
venting the slit from being opened. However, there has been
encountered a problem that this tape-winding operation
requires much time and labor.

In order to solve the above problems with the corrugated
tube, there have been proposed various corrugated tubes of
the overlapping type in which a slit will not be opened to
form an opened portion even when the corrugated tube is
bent.

In a corrugated tube 1 of the overlapping type shown in
FIGS. 7 and 8, a plate-like lap portion 8, formed in a
projected manner at one of opposed side edges of a slit §
formed along an axis of a tube body 3, is laid on (laps over)
an inner peripheral face of the other side edge portion of the
slit 5 so that a wire harness W will not be exposed to outside
even when the corrugated tube is bent A tape-winding
operation is not necessary.

In the corrugated tube 1, the lap portion 8, laid on the
inner peripheral face of the other side edge portion of the slit,
has a distal end edge extending straight in the axial direction.

Therefore, when inserting the wire harness W into the
corrugated tube after expanding the slit 5, the wire harness
W is less liable to be caught by the distal end edge of the lap
portion 8, and the harness-inserting operation can be effected
smoothly. And besides, there is no fear that the distal end
edge of the lap portion 8, laid on the inner peripheral face of
the corrugated tube 1, damages an insulating sheath of the
inserted wire harness W.

For forming the above corrugated tube 1, first, a tube-like
molten resin is extruded from a die into a tubular mold
having a predetermined molding face formed on an inner
peripheral face thereof, and either by applying pressurized
air to the inside of this tube or by applying vacuum to the
outer side of this tube, ridge and grooves, formed at the
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2

molding fate, are transferred to the tube-like molten resin,
thereby continuously forming a long tube body 3.

The tube body 3, molded into an integral construction,
includes a plate-like portion 7, extending along the axis
thereof, and a bellows portion 9 having a series of arcuate
ridge portions 10 which are formed in a bulged manner on
an outer peripheral face of the tube body 3 except the
plate-like portion 7, and are arranged along the axis of the
tube body 23.

Then, the straight slit 5 is formed in the plate-like portion
7 along the axis of the tube body, so that the plate-like lap
portion 8 is formed at one of the opposed side edges of the
slit § in a projected manner.

Then, the corrugated tube 1 is formed by heat into such a
shape that the lap portion 8 laps on the inner peripheral face
of the other side edge portion of the slit 5, thereby forming
the corrugated tube 1 of the overlapping type as shown in
FIG. 9.

In the above corrugated tube 1, however, the lap portion
8 is formed into a plate-like shape, and besides end walls 12
and 14 are formed respectively at circumferential end por-
tions of each ridge portion 10 opposed to each other with the
slit § lying therebetween.

When bending the corrugated tube 1 along an installation
path, the lap portion 8, which is formed into the plate-like
shape, can not be easily bent, and the corrugated tube I itself
can not be easily bent and therefore there has been encoun-
tered a problem that the installation operation can be
adversely affected.

Particularly when the corrugated tube 1 is bent in such a
manner that the lap portion 8 is curved inwardly (curved
convexly downwardly as shown in FIGS. 10A and 10B), the
lap portion 8, together with the end walls 12 and 14 (which
are parallel to the bending direction, and have high rigidity),
provides a resistance to the bending, and therefore the
flexibility of the corrugated tube 1 is not good.

In the corrugated tube 1 of the overlapping type in which
the lap portion 8 is laid on the inner peripheral face of the
other side edge portion of the slit, when the wire harness W
is to be inserted into this corrugated tube after expanding the
slit 5, the slit 5 must be opened wide while displacing the lap
portion 8, and therefore there has been encountered a
problem that the operation for inserting the wire harness W
requires much time and labor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide a
corrugated tube in which a flexibility can be enhanced
though having a lap portion, and a wire harness or the like
can be easily received therein.

In order to achieve the above object, according to the
present invention, there is provided a corrugated tube com-
prising:

a tubular body, provided with a first slit which extends in
an axial direction of the tubular body, and the tubular
body formed with a plurality of hollow ridge portions
extending in a circumferential direction of the tubular
body on an outer peripheral face of the tubular body to
form a bellows portion, and

a lap portion, protruded from at least one of opposed end
portions of the tubular body separated by the first slit
the lap portion extending along the first slit;

wherein, the lap portion is provided with a second slit
which extends in the circumferential direction of the
tubular body.
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In this construction, the lap portion comprises a plurality
of juxtaposed lap piece portions which are separated from
one another by the second slits, and therefore the lap portion
is reduced flexural rigidity in the axial direction, and can be
easily deformed with a stress in a bending direction.

Therefore, the lap portion of the tubular body will not
provide a large resistance to the bending of the corrugated
tube, and the flexibility of the corrugated tube is enhanced.

The lap piece portions can be flexed more easily as
compared with the related lap portion, extending in the axial
direction, and these lap piece portions can be flexed inde-
pendently of one another.

Therefore, when inserting a wire harness or the like into
the corrugated tube after expanding the slit, the harness-
inserting operation can be effected smoothly.

Preferably, the second slit is extended toward and on the
ridge portion.

In this construction, the end portions of the ridge portions
cut by the second slit are reduced in rigidity, and therefore
can be easily deformed with a stress in the axial direction.

When the tubular body is bent, relieve from bent can be
secured also at the end portions of the ridge portions, and the
flexibility of the corrugated tube, having the lap portion, can
be further enhanced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above objects and advantages of the present invention
will become more apparent by describing in detail preferred
exemplary embodiments thereof with reference to the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a portion of a first
embodiment of a corrugated tube according to the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged, perspective view of an important
portion of the corrugated tube of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, transverse cross-sectional view of
an important portion of the corrugated tube of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 4A is a cross-sectional view of the corrugated tube
in a straight condition taken along the line IV—IV of FIG.
3;

FIG. 4B is a cross-sectional view of the corrugated tube
in a bent condition taken along the line IV—IV of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged, perspective view of an important
portion of a second embodiment of a corrugated tube
according to the invention;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged, transverse cross-sectional view of
an important portion of the corrugated tube of FIG. §;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a portion of a related
corrugated tube, showing a condition in which it is used;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a portion of the corrugated
tube of FIG. 7,

FIG. 9 is an enlarged, transverse cross-sectional view of
an important portion of the corrugated tube of FIG. 7;

FIGS. 10A is cross-sectional view of the corrugated tube
in a straight condition taken along the line X—X of FIG. 9;
and

FIG. 10B is cross-sectional view of the corrugated tube in
a bent condition taken along the line X—X of FIG. 9.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

One preferred embodiment of a corrugated tube according
to the present invention will now be described below in
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.
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4

As shown in FIGS. 1 to 3, in the corrugated tube 21 of this
first embodiment, a plate-like lap portion 28, formed in a
projected manner at one of opposed side edges of a slit 25
formed along an axis of a tube body 23, laps over an inner
peripheral face of the other side edge portion of the slit 25
so that a wire harness will not be exposed to an- outside even
when the corrugated tube is bent.

As shown in FIG. 1, the tube body 23 includes a plate-like
portion 27, extending along the axis thereof, and a bellows
portion 29 having a series of arcuate ridge portions 30 which
are formed in a bulged manner on an outer peripheral face
of the tube body 23 except the plate-like portion 27, and are
arranged along the axis of the tube body 23. This tube body
23 is molded into an integral construction, and then the slit
25 is formed in the plate-like portion 27 along the axis of the
tube body, so that the plate-like lap portion 28 is formed at
one of the opposed side edges of the slit 25 in a projected
manner.

The corrugated tube 21, shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, is in a
condition before the tube body 23 is formed by heat into
such a shape that the lap portion 28 laps on the inner
peripheral face of the other side edge portion of the slit 25.
In the final form of the corrugated tube, the lap portion 28
is laid on the inner peripheral face of the other side edge
portion of the slit 25, as shown in FIG. 3.

A plurality of cutting slits 35, extending in the direction
of the periphery of the tube body 23, are formed in the lap
portion 28, and therefore the lap portion 28 comprises a
plurality of lap piece portions 28a which are spaced from
one another by the cutting slits 35, and are juxtaposed to one
another in the axial direction.

In the corrugated tube 21 of this embodiment one (left end
wall in FIG. 3) of end walls of each ridge portion 30 (formed
respectively at circumferential end portions thereof, opposed
to each other with the slit 25 lying therebetween, is cut or
removed to form an opening 36.

In the corrugated tube 21 of this first embodiment even
when this corrugated tube 21 is bent in such a manner that
the lap portion 28 is curved inwardly (curved convexly
downwardly as shown in FIGS. 4A and 4B), the lap portion
28, comprising the plurality of juxtaposed lap piece portions
28a spaced from one another by the cutting slits 35, can be
easily deformed with a stress in the bending direction since
this lap portion 28 has low flexural rigidity in the axial
direction.

Namely, when the corrugated tube 21 is bent, the lap
portion 28 of the tube body 23 will not provide a large
resistance to this bending action, and the flexibility of the
corrugated tube 21 is enhanced.

And besides, the peripheral end walls of the ridge portions
30, disposed at the other side edge portion of the slit 25 (on
which the lap portion 28 is laid at the Inner periphery of the
tube body) are cut or removed to form the respective
openings 36, as shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, and therefore top
walls 30z and others can be easily deformed with a stress in
the direction of the width of the ridge portions 30.

Namely, since these end walls, which are parallel to the
bending direction and have high rigidity, are removed, the.
circumferential end portion of the ridge portions 30 are
reduced in rigidity, and therefore can be easily deformed.
Therefore, because of the synergism of this construction and
the lap portion 28, comprising the plurality of lap piece
portions 28a, the flexibility of the corrugated tube 21 of this
first embodiment is further enhanced.

The lap portion 284, comprising the plurality of lap piece
portions 28a, can be flexed more easily as compared with the
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related lap portion 8 extending in the axial direction, and the
lap piece portions 28a can be flexed independently of one
another.

Therefore, when inserting a wire harness or the like into
the corrugated tube 21 after expanding the slit 25, only the
lap piece portions 28a, disposed at that portion of the
corrugated tube into which the wire harness or the like is to
be sequentially inserted, are flexed independently, and the
other lap piece portions 28a do not need to be flexed, and
therefore the required harness-inserting force is small, and
the harness-inserting operation can be effected smoothly.

Namely, in the corrugated tube 21 of the overlapping type,
the lap portion 28 has the plate-like shape, and its distal end
edge extends straight in the axial direction.

Therefore, when inserting the wire harness (not shown) or
the like after expanding the slit 25, the wire harness is less
liable to be caught by the distal end edge of the lap portion
28 (that is, the distal end edges of the lap piece portions 28a),
and therefore the harness-inserting operation can be carried
out smoothly. And besides, there is no fear that the distal end
edges of the lap piece portions 28a, laid on the inner
peripheral face of the corrugated tube 21, damage an insu-
lating sheath of the inserted wire harness. Furthermore, there
is no need to effect a tape-winding operation for preventing
the opening of the slit 25.

And besides, when the corrugated tube 21 is to be bent
along an installation path, the corrugated tube 21 itself can
be easily bent and the installing operation can be effected
easily.

In the above embodiment, although each of the cutting
slits 35, formed in the tube body 23 and extending in the
direction of the periphery of this tube body, is disposed in a
plane between the corresponding adjacent ridge portions 30,
the present invention is not limited to this construction, and
the positions of formation of the cutting slits, the number
and length of the cutting slits and so on can be suitably
modified within the scope of the invention.

FIGS. 5 and 6 are an enlarged, perspective view of an
important portion of a second embodiment of a corrugated
tube 41 according to the invention and a fragmentary,
transverse cross-sectional view thereof, respectively.

The corrugated tube 41 of this embodiment is similar in
construction to the corrugated tube 21 of the first embodi-
ment except that the positions of a plurality of cutting slits
45, formed in a lap portion 48 (extending along an axis of
a tube body 23) and extending in the direction of the
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periphery of the tube body, are different from those of the
first embodiment, as shown in FIG. 5.

Namely, in the corrugated tube 41 of this embodiment, the
cutting slits 45, formed in the lap portion 48 (extending
along the axis of the tube body 23) and extending in the
direction of the periphery of this tube body, are disposed in
corresponding relation to ridge portions 30, respectively, and
extend respectively into end walls 34 formed respectively at
circumferential end portion of the ridge portions 30, as
shown in FIGS. 5 and 6.

In the corrugated tube 41 of this second embodiment, the
lap portion 48, comprising a plurality of juxtaposed lap piece
portions 48a spaced from one another by the cutting slits 45,
can be easily bent with a stress in a bending direction, And
besides, the circumferential end portion of the ridge portions
30, each having the end wall 34 cut by the cutting slit 45, are
reduced in rigidity, and therefore can be easily deformed
with a stress in the direction of the width of the ridge
portions 30.

When the tube body 23 is bent, relieves from bent of the
lap portion 48 can be secured also at the cut circumferential
end portion of the ridge portions 30, and the flexibility of the
corrugated tube 41, having the plate-like lap portion 48, can
be further enhanced.

In the corrugated tubes of the present invention, the
constructions of the ridge portions, the lap portion and so on
are not limited to those described in the above embodiments,
but various modifications can be made within the scope of
the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A corrugated tube, comprising:

a tubular body, provided with a first slit which extends in
an axial direction of the tubular body, and the tubular
body formed with a plurality of hollow ridge portions
extending in a circumferential direction of the tubular
body on an outer peripheral face of the tubular body to
form a bellows portion, and

a lap portion, protruded from at least one of opposed end
portions of the tubular body separated by the first slit
the lap portion extending along the first slit;

wherein, the lap portion is provided with a second slit
which extends in the circumferential direction of the
tubular body.

2. The corrugated tube as set forth in claim 1, wherein the

second slit is extended toward and on the ridge portion.
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